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COUNCIL. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  1902. 

I  he  general  arrangement  of  previous  reports  has  been  continued  in 
the  present  one.  I  'ne  second  part  of  the  report  is  a  condensed  summary 
of  the  reports  for  the  various  districts.  In  the  first  part  each  subject  is 
dealt  with  as  affecting  the  whole  County. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Y(jur  obedient  Servant, 


County  Health  Oeitce, 

Talbot  Chambers, 

Scptcnihev  26th,  1003. 


JAMES  WHEATLh:Y. 
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I>ART  1. 

THE  Ar>lVIINISXEiLTIVE  COUNTY. 

I’OPULA^riOX,  Iviv. 


The  detailed  census  I'or  the  County  ol'  Salop  having-  been  pLiblislied  lor  tlieyear,  1  have  thought  it 
desirable  tf)  include  in  this  report  such  extracts  as  are  likely  to  l)e  ol  use  to  those  interested 
in  Public  Health  Adininisti'ation.  The  census  particulars  relerring  to  housing  conditions  in  the 
various  districts  will  be  lound  under  the  heading  ol  house  acconnnodation  ;  and  those  referring 
to  trades  under  the  heading  of  factories  and  worksliojDS.  Some  of  the  figures  will  be  fonml  to 
differ  slightly  from  those  contained  in  previous  reports. 

TABLE  1. 


COUNTY  OF  SALOP. 

Area  in 
Acres. 

Census 

Years. 

Houses. 

Population. 

Inhabited 

Unin¬ 

habited 

Build¬ 

ing. 

Persons. 

IMales. 

Females. 

Ancient  or  Geographical 
County. 

859516 

1891 

1901 

Percentage 
Increase  or 
decrease 

49681 

514S0 

+  3-5 

4105 

3347 

-  18.4 

126 

145 

+  15-0 

236339 

239324 

^  1  26 

116736 

118452 

+  1-47 

1 1 9603 

120872 

4-  1-06 

1891 

49801 

4112 

126 

236827 

116991 

119836 

Administrative  County . . 

861802 

1901 

51542 

3358 

146 

239783 

118675 

121108 

Percentage 

Increase  or 

+  3 '5 

-  18-3 

+  15-8 

-f-  1-24 

4-  L43 

+  1-06 

decrease 

1891 

53886 

4349 

122 

256044 

126610 

129434 

Registration  County 

958661 

1901 

55737 

3581 

164 

259088 

128313 

130775 

Percentage 

Increase  or 

+  3-4 

-  17-6 

+  34-4 

+  1-18 

-f  1-34 

4  1.03 

decrease. 

'I'he  most  interesting  facts  shown  by  this  table  are  the  considerable  increase  of  inhabited 
houses  and  the  greater  increase  of  males  than  females  in  the  county. 


hlKKKWKXt’KS  BKTWKF.X  TIIF 


AND  K’KCLSTI.’ATION 


AN('I  KNT  ADMINIS'I'K*  A'I'I  VK 
('ODNTI FS. 

The  AncieiiL  Count n  is  almost  co-leniiinous  with  the  Administrative  County.  There  are, 
however,  small  portions  ol’  it  in  the  Administrative  Counties  of  llerelord,  Stafford,  and  Worcester; 
and  small  portions  of  the  Administrative  Counties  of  Chester,  llereford,  and  Stafford  in 
the  Ancient  County  of  Salop.  The  Ancient  County  is  of  little  interest  from  a  pidtlic  healtli  jDoint 
of  view.  Tlie  popidation  during  the  19th  century  increased  from  169,218  to  289,321,  or  11  •■1'^/,^, 
the  highest  population  being  reached  in  1871  —218,111. 

The  Realist  ration  Count  n  includes  part  of  the  Administrative  Counties  of  Chester,  Flint, 
Denbigh,  Montgomery,  llereford,  Worcester,  and  Stafford.  Parts  of  the  Administrative  County  of 
Salop  are  in  the  Pegistration  Counties  of  Montgomery,  Radnor,  Worcester,  and  Stafford. 
Idle  Registration  County  is  unfortunately  of  great  importance  with  regard  to  mortality  statistics. 
This  area  is  used  by  the  Registrar-General  for  all  his  detailed  statistics.  The  sub-division  of  the 
Registration  County  are  the  Registration  Districts,  which  are  again  divided  into  sub-districts.  It 
is  a  very  rare  occurrence  for  either  a  district  or  a  sub-district  to  correspond  to  a  sanitary 
ai'ea.  and  consequently  the  mortality  statistics  of  the  Registrar-General  are  for  local  purposes  of 
comparatively  little  use.  It  would  be  a  great  gain  in  many  ways  if  the  Administrative  County 
and  the  Registration  County  were  made  to  correspond  in  area,  and  the  Registration  Districts  to 
hear  .some  relation  to  the  Sanitary  Districts.  In  this  report  figures  arc  occasionally  quoted  referring 
to  the  Registration  County  because  similar  figures  cannot  be  obtained  for  the  Administrative 
County.  The  Administrative  County  comprises  the  combined  area  of  the  Rural  and  Urban 
■Vuthorities,  with  the  e.xception  that  Shifnal  Rural  District  Council  administers  the  civil 
of  Blymhill  and  Weston-under-Lizard  in  the  administrative  County  of  8'tafford.  These 
have  a  pojoulation  of  823,  and  184  inhabited  houses. 

TABLE  2. 


Namtary 

parishes 

parishe.-^ 


Population,  &:c.,  in  Urban  and  Rural  Dlstricts. 


Urban  Districts. 

Inhabited  houses. 

Population. 

1891 

1901 

Average  No. 
of  person. s  to 
each  house. 

1891 

Males. 

1901 

Females. 

Total. 

Percentage, 
Increase  or 
Decrease 
between 
1891  A-  1901. 

Bi.shop’.s  Castle  ... 

361 

354 

3  9 

1586 

666 

712 

1378 

-  13T 

Bridgnorth 

1215 

1300 

4-0 

5865 

2791 

3261 

6052 

+  3-2 

Church  Stretton  ... 

131 

147 

5-5 

770 

399 

417 

816 

+  5-9 

Dawlev 

1523 

1633 

4'6 

6996 

3940 

3582 

-  7522 

+  7-5 

Ellesmere  .. 

392 

425 

4 '5 

1830 

868 

1077 

1945 

+  6-2 

'Ludlow  .  . 

959 

1372 

4  6 

4460 

3065 

3308 

6373 

+  2  0* 

Newport  ... 

714 

720 

4-5 

3403 

1518 

1723 

3241 

-  4-7 

Oakeugates 

2117 

2187 

4'9 

10G80 

5739 

5167 

10906 

+  2-0 

Oswe.stry  ... 

1778 

2083 

4-6 

8496 

4507 

5072 

9579 

+  12-7 

Shrewsbury 

5600 

6065 

■1  6 

26967 

13423 

14972 

28395 

+  5-3 

Wellington 

1284 

1327 

■L7 

5909 

3049 

3234 

6283 

+  6  3 

Wein  . 

406 

453 

4  7 

1878 

987 

1162 

214<) 

+  14-4 

Wenlock  ... 

3447 

3568 

4-4 

1 5703 

7998 

7868 

15866 

+  10 

Whitchurch 

1006 

1129 

■1-6 

4930 

2476 

2745 

5221 

4-  5  9 

•All  Urf)au  Districts 

20933 

22763 

4  5 

99473 

51426 

54300 

105726 

-1-  4-4* 

G 


Rural  Districts. 

Inhabited  Houses. 

Populati 

cn. 

1891 

1901 

Average  No, 
of  persons  to 
each  house. 

1891 

Male.®. 

1901 

Female.®. 

Total, 

Percentage,  In' 
crease  or  De¬ 
crease  between 
1891  &  isni . 

Atcliam  ... 

4264 

4329 

4-8 

21144 

10314 

10581 

20895 

-  1-1 

Bricl^nortli 

1934 

1886 

4-5 

9185 

4200 

4373 

8573 

-  G-6 

Bnrford  ... 

277 

263 

4-6 

1361 

600 

633 

1233 

-  9  4 

Chirbury  ... 

899 

812 

4-3 

4084 

1796 

1743 

3539 

-  13  3 

Church  Strellon  ... 

1019 

1005 

4-4 

4631 

2242 

2237 

4479 

-  3-3 

Cleobury  .Mortimer. 

1251 

1292 

6-2 

5911 

3717 

3003 

6720 

+  13-6 

Chin  . 

1585 

1487 

4-5 

7459 

3429 

3395 

6824 

-  8-5 

Drayton  .. 

2613 

2655 

4-4 

11969 

5703 

6005 

11708 

-  2-1 

Ellesmere... 

1649 

1658 

4-7 

8119 

3963 

3945 

7911 

-  2-5 

'"Ludlow 

2242 

2003 

4-7 

10863 

4904 

4681 

9585 

+  5  0* 

Newport  ... 

1302 

1284 

4-7 

6327 

3071 

2962 

6033 

-  4  6 

Oswestry  ... 

3213 

3220 

4-5 

15107 

7357 

7370 

14727 

-  2  5 

fShifnal 

1923 

1918 

4-6 

9120 

4335 

4509 

8844 

-  3-0 

Teme 

388 

388 

4-7 

1870 

970 

876 

1846 

-  1  3 

Wellington 

2271 

2499 

4-7 

10780 

6000 

5773 

11773 

-f  9  2 

Wcm  . 

1801 

1840 

4-4 

8241 

4119 

4147 

8266 

+  03 

Whitchurch 

423 

424 

4-5 

2031 

956 

968 

1924 

-  5-2 

■  All  Rural  Districts. 

29054 

29063 

4-6 

138202 

87676 

67201 

134880 

-  1-08* 

*  The  1901  figures  for  Ludlow  Borough  include  the  additions  made  in  November  1901,  and  the  same  numbers 
have  been  deducted  from  the  Ludlow  Itural  District,  viz.,  385  inhabited  houses,  894  males,  and  927  females. 
The  percentage  increase  or  decrease  has  been  calculated  without  these  additions. 

t  This  district  (Sliifnal)  includes  184  inhabited  houses,  427  males  and  39G  females  in  the  Administrative 
Countv  of  Stafford. 

Table  3. 

Population  in  Age  Periods. 

Urban  Districts.  '  Rural  Districts. 


Age  period. 

Males. 

Females. 

Tntal. 

Males. 

F'emales. 

'1  otal. 

Under  1 

1242 

1220 

2462 

1496 

1469 

2965 

1  —  5 

4609 

4646 

9255 

6096 

6075 

12171 

5 — 10 

5601 

5493 

11094 

7512 

7664 

15176 

10—15 

5426 

5392 

10818 

7249 

7026 

14275 

15—25 

9818 

9853 

19671 

11984 

10956 

22940 

25—35 

7425 

8083 

15508 

9082 

9528 

lb610 

35 — 45 

5818 

6314 

12132 

8121 

7886 

16007 

45—55 

4486 

4851 

9337 

6297 

6446 

12743 

55 — 65 

3307 

3927 

7234 

5326 

5393 

10719 

65—75 

2036 

2486 

4522 

3467 

3566 

7033 

75 — 85 

693 

987 

1680 

1376 

1483 

2859 

85 — 95 

70 

119 

189 

134 

239 

373 

)  &  upwards 

1 

2 

3 

3 

4 

i 

50532 

53373 

103905 

68143 

67735 

135878 

The  Urban  figures  do  not  include  those  for  the  recently-added  part  of  Ludlow,  and  the  Rural  figures  do  not 
include  those  for  the  part  of  the  Rural  District  of  Shifual  in  the  County  of  Staffordshire. 


It  is  interesting  to  observe  tbiit  tlie  exeess  oi'  i'einales  over  males  is  principally  in  the  rrban 
districts.  ICvidenlly  the  exodiis  I'roni  the  comitry  districts  has  alTected  women  more  than  meo. 
'Die  excess  of  males  over  females  is  very  marked  in  the  mining  districts  of  Oakengates,  Dawley, 
and  Wellington  b’liral.  A  similar  excess  in  Cleobury  Mortimer  and  Lndlow  Rural  is  due  to  a 
great  extent  to  the  temjjorary  population  that  was  engaged  at  the  time  of  the  census  on  the 
Rirmingham  Water  Works  main. 


The  populations  are  distributed  somewhat  differently  in  age  periods  in  the  Urban  and  Rural 
I  listricts,  c.f/.,  in  the  Rural  Districts  the  number  of  persons  over  55  is  15’l°/o  of  the  whole, 
whereas  in  the  Urban  districts  it  is  only  l.’Tl  °/o.  This  shows  that  for  purposes  of  comparison 
the  crude  death  rates  should  be  corrected  for  age  and  sex  distribution.  The  factor  for  correction 
I'or  the  Registration  County  of  Salop  is  ’8654.  In  other  words,  all  death  rates  for  the  comity 
should  be  multiplied  by  this  ligure  to  make  them  comparable  with  those  of  the  whole  country. 


'I'he  Registrar-General  calls  attention  in  his  summary  of  the  Census  Results  to  the  fact  that 
the  Registration  County  of  Salop  has  suffered  a  loss  by  migration  of  23,010  during  the  ten  years 
1891  -1901,  and  the  registration  districts  of  Clun,  Newport,  Shifnal,  and  Bridgnorth  were  those 
most  affected.  I  pointed  out  in  the  report  for  1901  what  a  serious  drain  this  must  be  on  the 
county,  as  a  large  proportion  of  the  emigrants  are  young  adults,  who  have  been  brought  up  and 
educated  at  the  expense  of  the  county.  This  certainly  is  a  strong  argument  in  favour  of  education 
being  provided  for  to  a  great  extent  out  of  national  funds. 


MARRIAGES. 

The  number  of  persons  married  in  the  Registration  County  during  the  year  was  1,850, 
making  a  marriage  rate  of  ld'2,  compared  with  a  rate  of  14'7  in  1901  and  13'6  in  1900.  The 
rate  for  England  and  Wales  in  1902  was  15'8. 


BIRTHS. 
Table  1. 


Births  to  1000 
Living. 

Illegitimate  Births  to 
1000  Births. 

Males  Born  to  1000 
Females  Born. 

Ten  Years 
1890- 1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

Ten  Years 
1890-1899 

1900 

1901 

Ten  Years 
1890-1899 

1900 

1901 

.sbropsbirc  . . 

(Ro”i.stratioti  C<)uut3) 

‘2(r8 

25-7 

26  2 

20-5 

72 

(12 

59 

1034 

1032 

1004 

Iniglaiid  aiul  Wales 

30  0 

28-7 

28-5 

28-G 

42 

40 

40 

1036 

1033 

1039 

'I'lie  birth-rate  of  the  county  still  shows  a  slight  upward  tendency,  but  is  considerably  l)elow 
I  hat  of  the  ccnintry  generally. 

The  birth-rates  for  the  Urban  and  Rural  districts  are  given  oji  Table  1. 

The  rates  in  Dawley  and  Oakengates  were  again  high,  being  33'4  and  35'2  respectively. 


s 


DEATHS. 


The  total  miinbev  ol’  deaths  in  the  coinitv  was  .5,054,  compared  with  3,745  in  1!)01  and 
3,063  in  1900. 


Tal)le 


.0. 


1 

I’EltlOE.  ' 

Urban  Districts. 

Knral  Districts. 

Shropshire. 

England  and 
Wales. 

.  i  England  and 

bhropslnre. 

Shropshire. 

England  and 
Wales. 

11)02 

1 

l.Vl  j  16-3 

16-7 

13-9 

1901 

1 

,5.., 

Hi  9 

16-2  17-7 

15 

15.3 

1900  i 

% 

16-4 

IS  2 

17-7  18  9 

( 

15--5 

16-6 

•  For  corresponding  districts  these  are  not  yet  available. 

In  11102  the  death  rate  for  76  great  towns  was  ..  ..  17'4 

,,  ,.  ,,  103  smaller  towns  was  ..  1.5-:! 

,,  ,,  ,,  England  and  Wales  less  171)  towns  1.5-3 


I]i  calcidating  tlie  death-rates  for  tlie  various  Urban  and  Kural  [districts,  corrections  have  been  made 
by  most  of  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health,  on  account  of  deaths  of  non-residents.  Tlii.s,  however, 
has  not  been  done  with  any  degree  of  uniformity.  In  the  Rural  Districts  of  Bridgnorth, 
Wellington,  and  Wem  no  corrections  have  been  made.  Taking  all  the  districts,  342  deaths  have 
been  deducted  and  only  108  added.  The  difference  is  accounted  for,  to  a  great  extent,  by  the  deaths 
at  the  County  Asylum  and  the  Salop  Infirmary,  which  have  not  been  distributed  to  all  the  districts 
throughout  the  county,  although  Dr.  Gep])  has  added  tho.se  belonging  to  his  districts.  The 
medical  officers  of  the  districts  Avould  have  some  difficulty  in  obtaining  these  deaths,  and  the 
distribution  might  well  be  undertaken  bv  the  Conntv  Council. 

These  two  institutions  do  not  account  for  the  whole  of  the  discrepancy,  for  in  two  or  three 
instances  deaths  have  been  rightly  deducted  from  the  district  in  which  the .  Workhouse  is  situated, 
but  have  not  been  added  to  the  district  to  which  they  belong. 

(due  or  two  selected  instances  will  show  the  importance  of  this  correction.  Wellington  Rural 
death-rate  is  stated  to  be  12'1,  but  if  the  deaths  belonging  to  this  district  which  took  jdace  in  the 
Workhouse  and  (Vnmty  Asylum  lx*  added,  the  rate  is  1  1'2  ;  Chirbury  rate  of  15'5,  when  corrected  in  a 
similar  manner,  is  10’9,  and  Bridgnorth  Rural  rate  of  12'()  becomes  12‘9.  In  Drayton  Rural  District 
coi-rcctions  have  been  made  for  local  institutions,  but  when  made  also  for  the  Conntv  Asvinm  and 
the  Salop  Inffrmary,  instead  of  being  lOT,  it  is  17’0. 

4’here  were  31  deaths  in  the  Workhouse  and  County  Asylum  belonging  to  other  counties,  and 
four  deaths  in  Borden  Workhouse  belonging  to  Shropshire.  'I'hese  deaths  may  be  balanced  bv 
unknown  deaths  of  Shropshire  persons  in  institutions  outside  the  county.  The  death-rates  of  the 
combined  Urban  and  combined  Rural  Districts  are  not  much  affected  by  the  corrections. 


1.  (UliliAN.) 

STATISTICS  FOR  1902  OF  SHROPSHIRE  URBAN  DISTRICTS. 


Urban  District  of 

Estimated 

Population 

1902. 

1 

I 

i 

Number  Birth- 
of  '  Bate. 
Births. 

Deaths 
1  Year 

UNDER 

OF  x\ge. 

Deaths 

AT  ALL  Ages. 

Death-rate  after 
correction  for 
deaths  of  non¬ 
residents  dying 
in  the  district, 
and  residents 
dying  outside. 

Death-Rate  from  Various  Causes. 

Number. 

Kate  per 
1000 
Births 
Kegistered. 

Number. 

Death- 

rate. 

Seven 

Chief 

Zymotic 

Diseases. 

Epidemic 

Influenza. 

Phthisis. 

Other 

Tuber¬ 

cular 

Diseases. 

Bronchitis  ; 

and  ; 

Pneumonia.  1 

Heart 

Diseases. 

Cancer. 

Bishop’s  Castle 

1370 

50  :  37-0 

3 

60 

33 

24  0 

21-4 

•0 

•0 

2-2 

1-48 

5-1 

2-2 

j 

2-2 

Bridgnorth 

6052  ' 

146  24-1 

22 

150-7 

120 

19-8 

18-5 

1-6 

•49 

1-49 

•33 

3-0 

.82  : 

1-1 

Church  Stretton  . . 

860 

13  151 

0 

00 

18 

20-9 

15-0 

•0 

1-2 

•0 

•0 

2-5 

12 

•0 

Dawley 

7574 

254  ’  33-4 

32 

126 

111 

14-6 

15-9 

1-18 

•52 

•52 

0 

3-5 

•78 

1-3 

Ellesmere  . . 

1955 

44  22-5 

4 

90-9 

38 

19-4 

13-2 

■0 

•0 

1-02 

•0 

1-5 

•5 

1-5 

Ludlow 

6328 

186  29  4 

17 

91-4 

111 

17-5 

16-1 

•95 

•79 

•79 

•47 

2-8 

1-7 

1-2 

Newport 

3229 

96  30‘3 

21 

218-7 

70 

21-6 

19-9 

2-84 

0-0 

1-6 

1-9 

4-1 

1-2 

•95 

Oakengates 

10930 

385  35-2 

39 

101 

1.59 

14-5 

15-1 

•82 

•27 

■64 

•64 

3-4 

•73 

•64 

Oswestry  . . 

97.50 

263  26-9 

22 

83-6 

130 

13‘3 

14-9 

•10 

•20 

•92 

•51 

1-9 

1-02 

1-4 

Shrewsbury 

28590 

726  25-1 

103 

142 

467 

16-3 

16-0 

■34 

•45 

1-35 

•55 

3-3 

1-3 

1-07 

Wellington.. 

6320 

179  28-3 

13 

72-6 

113 

17-8 

15-1 

1-5 

•15 

•63 

•15 

1-5 

1-4 

1-1 

Wem 

2170 

58  26-7 

6 

103 

28 

12-9 

12-4 

•0 

•0 

•92 

•0 

2-3 

•46 

2-3 

Wenlock 

15874 

448  i  28-2 

1  50 

111 

279 

17-5 

18-3 

1-13 

•81 

1-38 

•12 

3-4 

2-5 

1-07 

Whitchurch 

5244 

149  1  28-7 

10 

67-1 

75 

14-3 

j  13-3 

•57 

•38 

•0 

•19 

1-7 

3-4 

•57 

t  Whole  of  Urban  Districts. 

104473 

2997  28-6 

1 

342 

114 

i  17.52 

i 

16-7 

•81 

*45 

105 

43 

j  3-05 

1-4 

1-1 

fWhole'  of  Urban  and  Eura^ 
Districts. 

210988 

6436  26-7 

661 

102-7 

i 

i  3654 

1 

15  1 

i 

•64 

•40 

•85 

•31 

j  2-3 

-  1-4 

•98 

The  populations  of  the  districts  are  those  estimated  hy  the  District  Medical  Officers  of  Health. 


t  These  populations  are  calculated  from  the  increase  or  decrease  between  1891  and  1901. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b30086437 


I.  (RURAL) 

STATISTICS  FOR  1902  OF  SHROPSHIRE  RURAL  DISTRICTS. 


1 

! 

Rdiial  Distiuct  of 

« 

Estimated 

Population 

1902. 

Number  i 
of 

Births.  ‘ 

Birth¬ 

rate. 

Di'.AIHS  liNJ>KU 

i  Year. 

Deaths  a'i  alu 
Aoe.s, 

Death-rate  after 
correction  for 
deaths  of  non¬ 
residents  dying 
in  the  district, 
and  residents 
dying  outside. 

Death-rates 

FROM  Yakious  Causes. 

1 

Number. 

' 

Rate  per 
1000 
Births  ' 
registered. 

Number. 

Rate. 

Seven 

C  hief 
Zymotic 
Diseases. 

Epidemic 

Influenza. 

Phthisis. 

Other 

Tubeicular 

Diseases. 

Bronchitis 

and 

Pneumonia. 

Heart 

Diseases. 

Cancer. 

Atcham 

20880 

480 

21-1 

34 

70-8 

428 

‘20-4 

13.7 

•30 

•60 

1-.35 

•15 

1-9 

1-7 

1-1 

Bridgnorth  . . 

8573 

215 

25-1 

19 

88-3 

103 

120 

•47 

•23 

•35 

*35 

116 

1  1-28 

•93 

Burford 

1220 

34 

27-8 

3 

88-2 

17 

13-9 

11-4 

•0 

•82 

•82 

•0 

■0 

•0 

•82 

Chirbury 

3540 

84 

23-7 

10 

119 

54 

15-2 

15-5 

•28 

•0 

•56 

-28 

20 

1-7 

•85 

Church  Stretton  . . 

4462 

106 

23-4 

13 

P22 

63 

14-1 

16-1 

•22 

•22 

•88 

•44 

2-2 

1-3 

1-54 

Oleobury  Mortimer 

6350 

204 

32T 

20 

98 

84 

13-2 

12-7 

•94 

•31 

•31 

•31 

1-8 

1-7 

1-2 

Clun 

6780 

165 

24-3 

23 

139 

82 

12-0 

13-2 

•59 

1-32 

*73 

•14 

2-3 

1-0 

■73 

Drayton 

11676 

316 

27-0 

46 

145-6 

191 

16-3 

16-1 

•59 

•0 

•51 

■43 

2-0 

2-2 

1-3 

Ellesmere  . . 

7890 

172 

21-8 

13 

75-5 

81 

10-6 

11-2 

•5 

•12 

•63 

•12 

2-0 

1-3 

•5 

Ludlow 

9535 

240 

25-2 

21 

S7’o 

114 

11-9 

12-6 

•63 

•31 

•31 

.1 

1-6 

1-6 

•52 

Newport 

6096 

161 

26-3 

19 

118 

77 

12-6 

14-0 

•65 

•49 

•98 

•16 

3-4 

•93 

•83 

Oswestry 

14800 

393 

26-5 

29 

73-7 

217 

14-6 

13-3 

•67 

■40 

•54 

•34 

1-4 

1-2 

•74 

Shifnal 

8816 

230 

26-0 

17 

73-9 

111 

12-6 

12-1 

•0 

•0 

1-02 

•11 

2-0 

•9 

1-2 

Teme 

1846 

44 

23-8 

7 

159-1 

23 

12-4 

12-4 

•0 

•54 

•54 

•54 

3-2 

2-8 

0 

Wellington  . . 

11773 

347 

29-4 

30 

86-4 

143 

12-1 

1-5 

•42 

•17 

•0 

18 

1-9 

•6 

Wem 

8265 

194 

23  5 

12 

61-8 

,  100 

121 

•12 

•48 

1-2 

-24 

•96 

•48 

1-08 

Whitchurch 

1917 

o4 

27-9 

3 

o5'5 

14 

73 

8-8 

•0 

•0 

■51 

•51 

2-0 

1-0 

0-0 

t  Whole  of  Rural  Districts 

136519 

3439 

25-2 

319 

92-7 

1902 

13-9 

•52 

•36 

•70 

•21 

1  1-8 

1 

1-4 

•87 

I  Whole  of  Urban  and  | 
Rural  Districts  ..  I 

240988 

6436 

•26  7 

661 

102-7 

3651 

i 

15*1 

•64 

■40 

•85 

•31 

1 

2-3 

1-4 

•98 

1 

The  populations  of  the  districts  are  those  estimated  b}'  the  District  Medical  Officers  of  Health, 
t  These  populations  are  calculated  from  the  increase  or  decrease  between  1891  and  1901. 
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INFANTIT.l-:  MOUTALITY. 

The  Iiihuilile  mortality  for  the  whole  County  was  I02’7,  heiiif^  1  I  I  for  the  Urban  Districts  and 
92‘7  for  the  Kural  Districts.  'I'he  mortality  in  iUOO  was  10!)  and  in  1!)01,  101.  The  mortality  for 
England  and  Wales  was  13.'l,  and  excluding  17!)  towns  it  was  111),  s(j  that  the  County  compares 
favourably. 


There  wore  as  usual  large  differences  in  the  mortalities  of  the  different  districts,  due  to  a  great 
extent  to  the  smallness  of  the  populations  dealt  with.  Amongst  the  Urban  districts,  Newport  (lllSj, 
Bridgnorth  (150)  and  Shrewsl)ury  (11-1)  had  the  highest  rates.  Amongst  the  Rural  districts,  Teme 
with  a  rate  of  159,  and  Drayton  with  a  rate  of  145  were  the  highest.  The  three  Urban  districts  men¬ 
tioned  above  had  comparatively  low  rates  in  1901.  Teme,  however,  had  a  very  high  infantile  death- 
rate  in  1901,  and  Drayton  had  a  rate  considerably  above  the  average.  In  1900  tliese  two  districts, 
but  particularly  Drayton  had  I’ates  very  much  above  the  average.  Figures  which  for  one  year 
have  little  significance  assume  more  importance  if  consistently  high  for  two  or  three  yeai’s. 


Dr.  Macqueen,  in  commenting  on  the  infantile  mortality  of  Drayton,  says  “  The  average  rate  for 

the  last  7  years  was  131 . The  rate  of  infantile  mortality  is  high  in  compai’ison  with  that  of 

Rural  England  and  Wales,  and  the  rate  for  1902  is  nearly  the  highest  recorded  in  the  Drayton  Rural 
district.  The  mortality,  however,  is  not  so  serious  as  it  appears,  because  of  the  40  infants,  8  were 
born  prematurely,  6  lived  only  a  few  hours  and  15  lived  only  a  few  days,  showing  that  these  deaths 
were  due  to  some  form  of  debility  at  birth,  and  not  to  acquired  disease.”  Further  light  might  be 
thrown  on  this  somewhat  high  death-rate  if  the  mortalities  were  stated  for  the  various  parishes  in 
the  district,  and  a  comparison  made  between  the  rates  of  Market  Drayto)i  and  the  purely  country 
districts  surrounding.  The  high  infantile  mortality  in  Teme  Rural  District  is  not  commented  on. 
The  numbers  are  of  course  A-ery  small. 


L)r.  Uepp  attributes  the  high  infantile  mortality  of  Newport,  to  a  great  extent,  to  the  prexailence 
of  measles  and  whooping  cough. 


Table  6. 

CHIEF  CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 
1902. 


Urban  DisTiiiCTs. 
1902. 

Rural  Districts. 
1902. 

W  HOLE 

190-2. 

Co  UNTV. 

1901. 

England 
AND  Wales. 
1901. 

Deaths. 

Death- 

rates. 

Deaths. 

Death- 

rates. 

Deaths. 

1 )eath- 
rates. 

Deaths. 

Death- 

rates. 

Death-rates. 

Cliief  Zvinotic  Diseases 

85 

•81 

71 

•52 

156 

•64 

253 

1-05 

2 -OS 

Phthisis 

111 

1-05 

95 

•70 

206 

•85 

236 

■98 

1-26 

Bronchitis 

152 

1  1 

135 

•98 

287 

1-19 

261 

108 

1-36 

Pneumonia 

1G7 

1  6 

116 

■85 

283 

1-17 

269 

1  11 

114 

Heart  Diseases 

15G 

1-4 

197 

U4 

353 

1-4 

447 

1-85 

U47 

Cancer... 

118 

M 

120 

•87 

238 

•98 

228 

•94 

•84 

10 


ANALYSIS  OF 


Tiihle  7. 

DFA'l’llS  AND  DFA^FJI-DA'rFS  FJfO.M 
INFKCTJOUS  DTSFASFS. 


THE 


COMMON 


lOOi^ 


.  Seven 

Chief  Zymotic 
Oisenses 

Small-pox. 

Scarlel 

Fever. 

Ty  phoid  Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Measles. 

W  hooping 
Cough. 

Diarrhma. 

Deaths. 

Death- 

vate.s. 

Deaths. 

Death- 

rates. 

Deaths. 

Death- 

rates. 

Deaths. 

Death- 

rates. 

Deaths. 

Death- 

rates. 

Deaths. 

Death- 

rates. 

Deaths. 

Death- 

rates. 

Deaths. 

Death- 

rates. 

Urban  Districts 

bS 

■B1 

0 

0 

6 

•05 

4 

. 

•03 

4 

‘03 

14 

•13 

38 

•36 

IS 

18 

Rural  Districts 

■  71 

•52 

0 

0 

6 

•04 

1 

•007 

9 

•06 

19 

•14 

6 

•04 

30 

•21 

Whole  County  . . 

156 

•64 

0 

0 

12 

•05 

5 

•02 

13 

•05 

33 

-13 

44 

•18 

49 

•20 

England  &  Wales 

1  64 

.. 

•08 

•15 

•13 

•23 

•39 

•29 

•38 

Notifications 

Cases. 

Case 
Mortal¬ 
ity  per 
cent. 

Cases. 

Case 
Mortal¬ 
ity  per 
cent. 

Cases. 

Case 
Mortal 
ity  per 
cent. 

Cases. 

Case 
Mortal  ■ 
ity  per¬ 
cent. 

Urban  Districts  . 

3 

0 

306 

0 

27 

14-tl 

42 

9-5 

Rural  Districts  . 

1 

0 

4'29 

1-4 

15 

()*6 

6.3 

14-3 

Whole  County 

4 

0 

735 

1-6 

42 

120 

105 

12-3 

bCARLi<.T  Fkver.  —  Referenre  to  Table  7  shows  that  the  Rural  Districts  suffered  slightly  more 
as  regards  notified  cases,  than  the  Urban,  and  that  the  disease  was  on  the  whole  even  of  a  milder 
character  than  in  1901.  The  Rural  l^istricts  principally  affected  were  Clun  (67),  Bridgnorth  (54), 
and  Drayton  (67);  and  Whitchurch  (61),  and  Wenlock  (62),  of  the  Urban  Districts.  Schools  were 
closed  on  account  of  scarlet  fever  at  Berrington,  Condover,  Alveley,  Morville,  Alonkhopton, 
Neenton,  Cardington,  Clun,  Lydbury  North,  Jackfield,  Kinnerley,  and  m  Whitchurch  Urban  and 
Ludlow  Rural  District.  Dr.  Beresford  says  that  at  Kinnerley  the  outbreak  was  checked  by 
school  closure  The  cases  at  Drayton  were  principally  part  of  an  epidemic  reported  on  in  igci. 
Out  of  25  cases  in  the  Wem  Ruial  District,  there  were  seven  in  one  house  and  five  in  two 
others.  This  indicates  a  complete  failure  of  the  isolation  that  was  attempted  at  home.  Dr.  Whitaker 
says  that  the  need  for  isolation  was  much  felt  in  Baschurch.  The  only  cases  that  are  mentioned 
as  having  been  I'emoved  to  an  Isolation  Hospital  are  nine  cases  out  of  ten  in  the  Borough  of 
Bridgnorth,  and  nine  out  of  twenty-three  in  the  Newport  Urban  District. 

Smallpox. — Considering  the  amount  of  smallpox  in  the  surrounding  counties,  Shropshire 
remained  remarkably  free  during  the  year  1902.  There  were  only  four  cases,  all  of  which  probably 
came  from  outside  the  County. 

The  First  Case  was  reported  on  June  nth,  at  Shrewsbury,  and  promptly  removed  to  the 
Isolation  Hospital.  The  origin  of  this  case  was  obscure. 

The  Second  Case  was  reported  on  December  23rd,  at  Atcham  AV'orkhouse,  where  it  was 
kept  isolated,  d'his  case  was  imported  from  Staffordshire. 

The  Third  Case  was  reported  on  December  25th,  at  Bridgnorth  Workhouse,  and  afterwards 
removed  to  the  Borough  Isolation  Hospital— probably  imported  from  Birmingham. 

The  Fourth  Case  was  reported  on  December  27th,  at  the  Shrewsbury  Prison,  and  isolated  in  a 
cell  in  the  Prison  Hospital.  This  case  was  imported  probably  from  Nottingham  or  Derby. 


II.  (rUHAX.) 

('Al'SKS  OF,  AND  AOF'S  AT  DFATII  DFRING  A'EAR  1902  IN  THE  URBAN  DISTRICTS  OF  SHROPSHIRE 


Cioup 


Small-pox  . . 

Measles 
Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria  and  Membranous 
Croup 

Typhus  Fever 
Enteric  Fever 
Continued  Fever 
Epidemic  Influenza 
Cholera 
Plague 

Diarrhoea  . . 

Enteritis 
Puerperal  Fever 
Erysipelas  . . 

Other  Septic  Diseases 
Phthisis 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases 
Cancer — Malignant  Disease 
Bronchitis  . . 

Pneumonia.. 

Pleurisy 

Other  Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  Organs 
Alcoholism— Cirrhosis  of  Liver 
Venereal  Diseases 
Premature  Birth 

Diseases  and  Accidents  of  Parturition 
Heart  Diseases 
Accidents  . . 

Suicides 

All  Other  Causes 


Total  Deaths  in  Urban  Districts  in  Aoe  Periods. 


Total 


Causes  ok  Death  in  the  Difterkst  Urdas  Districts. 


All 

Ages. 

Under 

1 

1  and 
under  5 

5  and 
inder  15. 

15  and 
under  25. 

25  and 
under  65. 

65  and 
ipwards. 

Bishop’s 

Castle. 

Bridg¬ 

north. 

Church 

Stretton. 

Dawley. 

Elles¬ 

mere. 

Ludlow. 

Newport. 

Oaken- 

gates. 

Oawestri 

Shrews¬ 

bury. 

Welling¬ 

ton. 

Wem. 

Aenlock 

5Vhit- 

cburcb. 

14 

5 

8 

1 

.  • 

1 

2 

i 

3 

5 

1 

1 

6 

1 

2 

3 

# 

.  . 

1 

.  . 

.  « 

1 

.  • 

2 

2 

38 

18 

20 

5 

0 

3 

4 

1 

6 

6 

8 

4 

1 

3 

1 

.  . 

.  • 

'6 

•  • 

2 

2 

1 

•  • 

•  * 

•  • 

1 

4 

.  . 

.  . 

1 

2 

1 

.  • 

i 

1 

2 

47 

3 

2 

1 

21 

20 

3 

i 

4 

5 

3 

0 

13 

i 

13 

2 

i9 

12 

3 

i 

3 

3 

1 

1 

1 

3 

3 

3 

3 

1 

34 

20 

3 

4 

7 

5 

3 

1 

1 

6 

3 

8 

1 

4 

2 

1 

1 

,  , 

«  • 

. . 

.  . 

.  . 

. 

1 

. . 

5 

3 

2 

1 

,  , 

, , 

.  • 

,  , 

2 

2 

•  • 

.  . 

• . 

9 

1 

1 

7 

,  , 

, , 

1 

.  . 

1 

6 

.  . 

•  . 

1 

111 

1 

2 

4 

•ii 

78 

5 

3 

9 

4 

2 

5 

5 

7 

9 

39 

4 

2 

22 

. . 

45 

15 

14 

5 

2 

9 

,  ^ 

2 

2 

3 

6 

7 

5 

16 

1 

.  • 

2 

1 

118 

. . 

1 

62 

5.5 

3 

7 

10 

3 

8 

3 

7 

14 

31 

7 

5 

17 

3 

1-52 

45 

14 

18 

75 

4 

12 

12 

3 

11 

6 

18 

6 

48 

2 

2 

27 

1 

1^7 

4() 

31 

5 

6 

53 

26 

3 

6 

2 

15 

7 

7 

20 

13 

48 

8 

3 

27 

8 

2 

, , 

2 

,  , 

,  , 

.  . 

,  . 

. 

2 

«  . 

•  • 

.  . 

.  . 

2 

. , 

2 

. 

1 

,  , 

.  • 

.  • 

•  , 

1 

.  . 

.  • 

•  • 

.  • 

3r) 

29 

6 

5 

3 

1 

4 

3 

13 

1 

,  . 

4 

1 

3 

3 

, , 

*  , 

,  , 

2 

•  . 

•  . 

1 

•  • 

4() 

16 

i 

9 

1 

5 

2 

10 

1 

17 

3 

.  . 

1 

.  • 

9 

1 

1 

7 

1 

1 

,  , 

2 

. , 

3 

. 

1 

1 

.  . 

•  . 

.  . 

15(5 

1 

1 

2 

1 

64 

87 

3 

5 

1 

6 

1 

11 

4 

8 

10 

39 

9 

1 

40 

18 

46 

5 

6 

4 

4 

15 

12 

,  , 

3 

,  , 

4 

,  , 

5 

3 

2 

5 

14 

3 

•  • 

6 

1 

6 

, , 

,  , 

1 

3 

2 

,  , 

1 

,  , 

,  , 

1 

1 

.  * 

. . 

, 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

1 

658 

121 

21 

21 

11 

191 

293 

11 

49 

7 

48 

15 

40 

16 

62 

70 

1.50 

45 

11 

10.5 

26 

1739 

344 

131 

49 

51 

571 

593 

29 

120 

12 

121 

26 

111 

63 

166 

146 

462 

96 

27 

•291 

69 
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II.  (RURAL.) 


CAUSES  OF,  AND  AGES  AT  DEATH  DURING  YEAR  1902  IN  THE  RURAL  DISTRICTS  OF  SHROPSHIRE. 


Deaths  in  whole  Rdual  District  at  Subjoined  Ages. 

Deaths  in  Rural 

Localities  at 

ALL  Ages. 

CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

All  Ages. 

Under  1. 

1  and  1 
under  5. 

5  and 
under  15. 

15  and 
under  25. 

25  and 
under  65. 

65  and 
upwards. 

Atcham. 

Bridg¬ 

north. 

Burford. 

Chirbury 

1 

Church 

Stretton. 

Cleobury 

Mor¬ 

timer. 

Clun. 

Drayton. 

Elles¬ 

mere. 

Ludlow. 

Newport.  Oswestry 

Shifnal. 

Teme. 

Welling¬ 

ton. 

Wem. 

Whit¬ 

church. 

Small-pox  . . 

■ 

3 

.. 

Measles 

19 

7 

6 

5 

1 

,  , 

,  , 

,  , 

i 

.  . 

i 

2 

7 

5 

Scarlet  Fever 

0 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

3 

1 

1 

•  • 

Whooping  Cough 

fi 

4 

2 

«  • 

•  . 

.  . 

1 

2 

2 

2 

i 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup 

9 

1 

3 

4 

1 

3 

.  - 

2 

•  • 

Croup 

.  ,  ,  ,  ,  , 

2 

.  . 

2 

.  . 

.  . 

.  - 

1 

1 

•  * 

•  • 

•  • 

Typhus 

, , 

.  . 

•  • 

. . 

i 

.  ■ 

*  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Fever- 

Enteric 

Continued 

1 

1 

•  • 

:: 

• . 

1 

.  . 

Epidemic  Influenza  . . 

50 

5 

1 

. . 

19 

25 

12 

2 

1 

i 

2 

9 

1 

8 

3 

6 

5 

4 

Cholera 

. . 

.  . 

. . 

.  . 

.  . 

.  . 

. . 

•  - 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Plague 

,  , 

, , 

•  « 

. . 

.  - 

•  • 

11 

i 

Diarrhoea  . . 

30 

22 

4 

4 

1 

1 

i 

5 

i 

1 

2 

1 

4 

1 

Enteritis 

28 

13 

1 

2 

B 

9 

3 

6 

1 

1 

6 

1 

1 

3 

4 

1 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Fever 

2 

•  • 

.  . 

.  . 

2 

•  • 

.  - 

•  • 

2 

1 

.  . 

Erysipelas  . . 

3 

1 

1 

'i 

4 

1 

1 

2 

i 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

Other  Septic  Diseases 

8 

,  , 

1 

2 

.  . 

4 

•  . 

6 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

1 

Phthisis 

95 

1 

5 

19 

03 

7 

27 

3 

1 

2 

4 

2 

5 

5 

3 

6 

8 

9 

2 

10 

Other 

Tubercular  Diseases  . . 

30 

7 

3 

3 

11 

1 

3 

3 

1 

*> 

2 

1 

5 

1 

1 

1 

5 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Cancer — Malignant  Disease  . . 

120 

1 

.  • 

71 

48 

21 

8 

1 

3 

7 

8 

5 

15 

4 

5 

5 

11 

11 

7 

9 

Bronchitis  . . 

135 

31 

10 

3 

18 

73 

1 5 

7 

6 

5 

11 

11 

14 

9 

e 

15 

8 

9 

3 

7 

8 

1 

Pneumonia . . 

lift 

25 

21 

5 

5 

38 

22 

23 

3 

1 

5 

1 

5 

10 

7 

9 

6 

13 

9 

3 

14 

4 

3 

Pleurisy 

Othe»?Diseases  of  Respiratory  Organs  . . 

9 

15 

3 

2 

1 

2 

7 

5 

4 

,  , 

1 

2 

•  • 

1 

. . 

1 

1 

i 

1 

•  • 

8 

•  • 

.  • 

Alcoholism  -Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

26 

.  . 

1 

19 

0 

3 

1 

1 

2 

4 

•  • 

4 

•  • 

4 

•  • 

•  • 

Venereal  Diseases  . . 

,  , 

,  . 

. . 

.  . 

.  . 

.  • 

.  . 

.  • 

•  • 

•  • 

9 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

-  • 

Premature  Birth 

06 

66 

. . 

•  . 

.  • 

9 

4 

3 

2 

3 

4 

8 

1 

1 

7 

2 

4 

1 

2 

1 

1 

3 

2 

2 

Diseases  and  Accidents  of  Parturition  . . 

12 

1 

• . 

4 

7 

. . 

2 

.  . 

.  . 

1 

2 

2 

1 

15 

•  ■ 

-  • 

•  • 

Heart  Diseases 

197 

1 

76 

116 

34 

11 

6 

6 

11 

7 

26 

11 

6 

18 

8 

5 

22 

9 

2 

Accidents  . . 

61 

6 

5 

9 

7 

23 

11 

5 

2 

1 

3 

5 

5 

2 

7 

1 

7 

1 

7 

6 

1 

4 

2 

2 

Suicides 

9 

•  • 

,  . 

1 

5 

3 

1 

•  . 

1 

.  • 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

.  • 

1 

. . 

All  Other  Causes 

703 

126 

22 

9 

13 

145 

388 

104 

48 

!  ^ 

26 

29 

22 

30 

j 

68 

39 

50 

29 

96 

48 

i 

52 

44 

5 

Total 

1758 

322 

83 

57 

1 

519 

718 

1 

273 

103 

!  14 

1 

55 

73 

81 

,0 

1 

j  188 

87 

1  120 

1 

86 

198 

107 

>3 

143 

100 

17 
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It  was  fortunate  in  some  ways  that  most  of  these  cases  occurred  at  institutions  w'here  some 
degree  of  isolation  could  be  carried  out.  The  want  of  profrer  isolation,  however,  in  the  prison 
seems  to  have  been  the  cause  of  a  somewhat  serious  outbreak  in  the  year  1903.  Otherwise  no 
further  cases  arose. 

I'he  subject  of  hospital  isolation  for  smallpox  is  dealt  with  under  another  heading.  It  is 
sufficient  here  to  say  that  to  rely  upon  the  VV'orkhouse  for  the  isolation  of  smallpox  is  certainly 
wrong.  It  is  often  a  danger  to  the  institution,  and  an  injury  to  the  patient. 

Measles. — The  total  number  of  deaths  from  measles  in  the  county  was  only  33,  compared 
with  50  in  1901.  The  districts  most  affected  were  Oakengates  (5),  Oswestry  Rural  (7),  Wellington 
Rural  (5).  Many  schools  were  closed  in  different  parts  of  the  county  for  this  disease,  including 
six  in  Oswestry  Rural  District,  three  in  Dawley,  three  in  Wellington  Rural  and  two  in  Newport 
Rural.  There  are  no  expressions  in  the  reports  as  to  the  efficiency  of  school  closure.  In  my  report 
last  year  I  mentioned  the  following  points  as  pretty  well  established  with  regard  to  the  spread  of 
measles  and  school  closure  :  — 

1.  — That  measles,  with  our  present  system  of  elementary  education,  spreads  principally 

through  schools. 

2.  — That  spread  from  house  to  house  is  relatively  of  a  very  much  slower  character. 

3.  — That  in  order  to  be  of  any  use,  the  closure  should  take  place  earh ,  probably  before 

7 — 8%  of  the  children  are  affected. 

4.  — That  school  closure  is  much  more  likely  to  check  an  epidemic  in  a  country  than  in  a 

town  district. 

5.  — That  closure  for  less  than  one  month  is  useless. 

Of  these  No.  3  is  the  most  important.  The  exact  time  at  which  it  is  desirable  to  close  a  school 
no  doubt  varies  to  some  extent  with  the  character  of  the  epidemic  and  particularly  its  rapidity  of 
onset.  It  is  advocated  by  some  that  school  closure  should  take  place  when  the  number  affected 
approaches  10%  of  the  scholars.  I  have  no  figures  bearing  upon  this  point  in  .Shropshire,  but  it 
seems  not  unlikely  that  closure  in  many  cases  is  applied  too  late  to  be  of  any  use.  If  the  period 
is  passed  when  closure  can  have  any  influence  m  checking  the  disease  then  it  is  better  to  keep 
the  school  open.  In  order,  however,  to  apply  closure  in  the  manner  indicated  above  it  is  necessarv 
that  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  shall  be  supplied  promptly  with  information  of  all  cases  that 
occur  in  schools.  This  is  a  matter  that  is  worthy  of  the  most  careful  consideration  of  the  Education 
Authority. 

The  question  of  notification  of  measles  by  medical  men  received  the  consideration  of  the 
Ellesmere  Rural  Council.  For  various  reasons  Dr.  Whitaker  did  not  recommend  its  adoption. 
Measles  is  notified  in  Wellington  Rural  District,  where  300  cases  w-ere  notified,  and  in  Chirburv, 
where  29  were  notified  in  the  year. 

Diphtheria. — Roth  the  death-rate  and  the  number  of  cases  notified  are  much  smaller  than  in 
1901  ;  only  105  cases  and  13  deaths,  compared  with  174  and  29  deaths  in  1901.  The  rural  rate 
was  again  double  that  of  the  urban  rate,  the  cases  being  more  numerous  and  the  case  mortality- 
higher.  Possibb  the  delay  in  medical  attendance,  which  is  necessarily  greatc-  in  country  districts 
was  one  cause  of  the  higher  mortality.  At  Atcham  13  cases  occurred  from  March  to  October; 
it  is  suggested  that  the  origin  was  prolonged  infection  in  a  child  returning  to  school.  A  small 
but  fatal  outbreak  occurred  at  Madeley.  It  was  associated  with  several  cases  of  sore  throat  in  a 
school  which  was  consequentb  closed.  Four  cases  occurred  at  an  insanitary  farm-house  w'ith  two 
deaths. 
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School  attendance  is  undoiihtedlv  the  ])rinci|)al  means  hy  which  (li])htheria  is  sjjread  from 
jjerson  to  person.  It  is,  therefore,  the  duty  of  sanitarv  authorities  and  school  authorities  to  do 
every  thing  in  their  power  to  lessen  this  danger.  The  agreement  with  Ifirmingham  University, 
with  regard  to  the  bacteriological  examination  for  diphtheria,  has  been  extended  so  as  to  include 
the  examination  to  determine  freedom  from  infection.  It  is  very  desirable  that  children,  who  have 
suffered  from  diphtheria,  should  not  be  allowed  to  return  to  school  until  their  throats  have  been 
examined  and  declared  free  from  diphtheria  bacilli.  With  the  i)resent  machinery  it  might  be 
impossible  to  carry  out  this  plan  in  every  case.  This  difficulty  could  be  met,  although  somewhat 
irri[ierfectly,  by  imposing  a  prolonged  absence  in  those  cases  not  examined. 

Tytiioid  Fever. — There  were  only  12  cases  notified  during  the  year,  and  five  deaths, 
Twenty-seven  of  the  cases  and  four  of  the  deaths  were  in  the  Urban  Districts.  Ten  of  these  occnn-ed 
in  Shrewsbury  and  six  in  Wenlock. 


In  Ludlow  llnral  District  three  cases  were  attributed  to  drinking  the  water  of  a  polluted  brook. 
In  two  cases  at  Shrewsbuiy  there  was  a  probability  that  river  water  had  been  drunk,  d'lie  origin  of 
most  of  the  cases  seems  to  have  been  obscure,  and  in  no  instance  does  it  ajtpear  to  have  been 
attributed  to  the  milk  supply  or  to  shell-fish. 


WiioopiXG  Cough  caused  44  deaths,  comjYared  with  70  in  1901.  Thirty-eight  of  the  deaths  were 
in  the  Urban  Districts.  The  rate  in  the  county  was  T8  compared  with  ‘29  in  England  and  Whales. 
All  the  deaths  were  under  five  years  of  age. 


Di.vRRHOiA  caused  49  deaths,  19  in  the  Urban  Districts  and  30  in  the  Dural  Districts,  giving  a 
mortality  for  the  whole  county  of  ‘20,  compared  with  '38  for  England  and  Wales,  and  '22  for 
England  and  Wales  less  the  179  towns.  Tlie  valne  of  these  figures,  however,  is  much  interfered 
with  hy  the  large  number  of  deaths  returned  as  ‘enteritis.’  In  thelb’ban  Districts  the  number  of 
deaths  entered  under  the  heading  of  enteritis  was  almost  double  the  number  of  those  entered  as 
diarrhoea.  The  highest  rates  were  in  'Wellington  Rural  District  '93,  and  in  Cleobnry  Mortimer  ‘78. 


PuERPERAE  Fever. — There  were  only  seven  cases  and  three  deaths,  c'omiYared  with  14  cases  and 
six  deaths  in  1901, 

Erysipeeas. —  One  hundred  and  sixteen  cases  were  notified,  of  which  eiglit  ended  fatally. 

IxFEiENZA. — The  deaths  from  influenza  numbered  97  (17  in  the  Urban  and  50  in  the  Rural 
distiictsj  compared  with  42  in  1901  and  211  in  1900.  The  highest  rate  was  in  Clun  Rural  District, 
wlieie  a  school  was  closed  on  account  of  influenza  and  infectious  sore  throat. 


LUXO  DISEASES. 

Rronchii'is  and  Pneu-Monua. — The  rates  for  these  two  diseases  are  given  in  Table  0, 
and  are  here  compared  with  those  of  Ibigland  and  Wales,  with  which  they  correspond 
fairly  closely.  4’he  difl'erence  in  the  Ibban  ami  Kural  death-rates  from  pneumonia  is  again  very 
striking.  In  P.IOl  the  Urban  rate  exceeded  the  b’ural  by  73^/,,,  ;  in  1902  the  Urban  rate  exeeeded 
the  Rural  rate  by  88 ‘•’/o-  'I'his  excess  of  pneumonia  in  the  more  crowded  districts  seems  to  point  to 
the  fact  that  the' iid'ective  element  in  the  causation  of  ]meumonia  is  an  important  one.  The  highest 
rates  for  bronchitis  and  pnenmojiia  were  in  Rishop’s  Uastle  (fiD),  Newport  U.  (ITj,  Dawley  (3'5), 
Oakengates,  Wenlock,  and  Newport  IL  (3' I),  and  Shrewsbury  {.3-3). 


III.  (URBAN.) 

CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED  IN  1902,  IN  URBAN  DISTRICTS. 


C\8ES 

Notified  in  whole  Districts. 

Total  Cases  Notified  in  each  Locality. 

Kotifivele  Disease. 

All 

Age  Periods. 

1 

Bishop’s 

Castle. 

2 

3 

Church 

Stretton. 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

Ages. 

Under  1. 

1  to  5. 

5  to  15. 

15  to  25. 

25  to  65. 

65  and 
upwards. 

Bridgnorth. 

Dawley. 

Ellesmere. 

Ludlow. 

Newport. 

Oakengates. 

Oswestry. 

Shrewsbury. 

Wellington. 

Wem. 

Wenlock. 

Whitchurch. 

Sruall-pox 

2 

1 

1 

1 

• 

•  • 

•  • 

.  . 

•  • 

.  • 

1 

•  - 

•  • 

,  * 

Cholera 

•  • 

•• 

•• 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

Diphtheria 

42 

6 

16 

3 

17 

•  • 

1 

•• 

1 

•  • 

2 

4 

24 

1 

7 

2 

Membranous  Croup 

2 

2 

.. 

•• 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

.  * 

Erysipelas 

57 

2 

1 

4 

4 

42 

4 

1 

6 

1 

2 

1 

7 

0 

22 

1 

11 

•  • 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 

306 

6 

72 

180 

33 

15 

4 

10 

1 

15 

3 

18 

23 

17 

34 

39 

17 

2 

62 

61 

Typhus  Fever  . . 

•• 

•• 

•  • 

•• 

-• 

•• 

•  • 

-  . 

.  • 

Enteric  Fever  • . 

27 

1 

5 

12 

8 

1 

1 

2 

2 

•• 

1 

•• 

1 

2 

10 

1 

6 

1 

Relapsing  Fever 

•  • 

.  • 

•  • 

• 

•  • 

Continued  Fever 

•• 

.. 

•  • 

•• 

•• 

•  • 

•  • 

.. 

. 

• 

Puerperal  Fever 

3 

•• 

•• 

2 

•• 

•• 

•• 

1 

2 

.  , 

Plague 

•• 

•  • 

•• 

.. 

.  .  1 

Total  . .  . .  .  •  | 

439 

i 

8 

82 

205 

55 

84 

5 

7 

19 

1 

19 

3 

22 

24 

27 

45 

97 

- 1 - 

IS 

5 

88 

64 

Measles 

*  *  i 

•• 

•  • 

•  .  ^ 

•  • 

** 

.  . 

.  • 

1 

Phthisis  . .  . .  1 

1 

•• 

•• 

! 

•  • 

.  - 

•  • 

Chicken-pox  . .  . .  | 

3 

1 

i 

■■  ' 

3 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

•  * 

, 

•  • 

■■ 

3 

•• 

i 

• 

♦(?!•«»'  *c  '  4Hn<aK.  ro/”* 


I 

il  uL  tii  ,tt  ^  jr  '  1  'f'ilfli  * 


T 


.  . ^  lifi  i£ 


I  «► 


Xi-- 


I 


> 

t 


li 

*  2>. 


fx  ..  ..  unj 


14- 

t 

I'" 

*r. 


lii 


tr 


f',*  . 


.rat 

'Xli  4  |f 

i  •  V 

1 

'^-1  * 

k 

«)i>^uUiKrJEr>'tK 

irt 

.  ...f  ' 

-■  C. 

..-..ar-^^ 

, -"-w  .. 

^ .  At .  • .  - 


Ti 


b«a 

t 


rpm-  ^ 


,  ■■> 


.  v- 


■■ — -  fit  t  •-  -; 

•!'r,  ■  ■  "ti  '  '  ^ .  ■  ..  •*  . 


"  ^  K.  ••<*•  • 


•< . 


"''-S 


,  ^-y  ♦ 


.<  A  I- 

*  Y'U.  ■-  -  t\ 


r.  I 

■  Is  . 


V-3 


.lar 

■3,](i'4a>ifi 


.  *  ^-;  uw|-a4*W3- 


i»ii 


i  * 


b--^  '■  v."  r^y 


III.  (RURAL). 

CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE,  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1902,  IN  THE  SHROPSHIRE  RURAL  DISTRICTS. 


Notifiable  Disease. 

Cases 

Notified  in  wiiolf.  Districts. 

Total  Cases  Notified  in  each  Locality. 

At  ail 
Ages. 

Under  1. 

1 

1  to  5. 

At  Age  Periods. 

5  to  15.  15  to  25. 

25  to  65. 

65  and 
upwards. 

1 

Atcham. 

0 

Bridgnorth. 

3 

Biirford. 

'  4 

Chirbury. 

i 

1 

5 

Church 
j  Stretton. 

6 

Cleobury 
i  Mortimer. 

7 

Cluu. 

8 

Drayton. 

9 

Ellesmere. 

1 

10 

Ludlow. 

11 

Newport. 

12 

O.swestry. 

Small-pox  . . 

1 

1 

.. 

1 

1 

I 

1 

i 

■ 

i 

1 

Cholera 

.  . 

• 

•• 

1 

i 

i 

•  * 

• 

( 

Diphtheria.. 

63 

1  1 

9 

31 

5 

1  17 

.  . 

25 

1 

.. 

1 

1 

1  ® 

7 

1 

5 

•  • 

•  • 

Membranous  Croup 

1 

1 

1 

1 

.  , 

.. 

1 

' 

j 

i 

1 

1 

Erysipelas  . . 

59 

1  1 

i 

2 

1 

3 

i 

i  42 

8 

12 

2 

2 

i  1 

1 

7 

1 

1  2 

9 

1 

5 

7 

1 

4 

Scarlet  Fever 

429 

'  6 

90 

1  258 

37 

28 

36 

54 

7 

1 

4 

16 

16 

67 

59 

27 

17 

6 

29 

Typhus  Fever 

!  *  • 

.  . 

Enteric  Fever 

15 

0 

8 

5 

1 

1 

.  . 

1 

1 

* 

.. 

1 

1 

1  ! 

4 

1 

2 

Relapsing  Fever  . . 

1 

•• 

•  • 

•  • 

.  . 

,  , 

Continued  Fever  . . 

•  • 

•  • 

.  . 

.  . 

,  , 

.. 

1 

! 

•  *  1 

Puerperal  Fever  . . 

4 

4 

1 

1 

1 

•  • 

•  * 

1 

■  ' 

•  • 

•  ♦ 

.  • 

1  1 

.  , 

1 

Plague 

•• 

•• 

•• 

I 

- - - 1 

•  • 

• 

.  . 

,  . 

Total 

573 

8 

103 

291 

53 

98 

1 

8 

7(5 

59 

10 

6 

19 

25 

75  ! 

75 

31 

31 

15 

35 

Other  Diseases  Notified. 

1 

1 

[ 

1 

- -  — 

Measles 

329 

20 

88 

208  ' 

10 

3 

.  • 

1 

! 

i 

29 

i 

j 

1 

1 

Phthisis 

5 

1 

1 

2 

3 

1 

• 

3 

.. 

2 

i 

1 

Chicken-pox 

30 

1 

.. 

1 

1 

i 

1 

1 

; 

1 

• 

• 

•  • 

30 

1 

•  •  1 

i 

13  14  *  15  16  17 

Sbifoal.  Teme.  Wellington.  Wem.  Whitchurch. 


10 


33 


12 


17 


2»> 


25 


29 


1 

12 


lo 


;300 


The  cases  notitied  in  Teiue  Rural  District  are  not  classitied  in  age  periods. 
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TTTRKllCULOSIS. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  from  plithisis  and  otlier  forms  of  tuberculosis  (Table  8)  was 
considerably  less  than  in  either  of  the  two  preceding  years. 


Table  8. 


Phthisis. 

Other  Forjis  of 

Tuberculosis. 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1900 

1901 

1902 

Deaths. 

Death- 

rate. 

Deaths. 

Death- 

rates. 

Deaths. 

Death- 

rates 

Deaths. 

Death- 

rates. 

Deaths. 

Death- 

rates. 

Deaths. 

Death- 

rates. 

Urban  Districts  .. 

113 

1-1 

133 

1-28 

Ill 

1-05 

44 

•42 

48 

•46 

45 

•43 

Eural  Districts 

195 

•9 

103 

•75 

95 

•70 

46 

•33 

50 

•36 

30 

•21 

Whole  County 

238 

•98 

230 

•98 

206 

•85 

90 

*37 

98 

•40 

75 

•31 

Death-rates 

1900  1901 

Average  for 

5  years 
1896-1900 

Death-rate. 

1900  1901 

Average  for 

5  years 
1896-1900 

England  and  Wales 

1-33 

1  26 

1-32 

*50 

•59 

■58 

The  rates  for  tlie  various  districts  are  given  on  Table  I. 


In  tliree  Rural  districts  the  rate  from  phthisis  was  above  1  per  1000 — Atcham,  Shifnal  and  Wem. 
The  highest  rates  in  the  Urban  districts  were  Bishop’s  Castle  2'2,  Newport  1'6,  Bridgnorth  1’49, 
Wenlock  1‘38,  and  Shrewsbury  1‘35.  Of  these  Urban  districts,  Bridgnorth  and  Wenlock  had  high 
rates  in  1901. 

d’here  are  no  figures  available  for  comparing  the  mortality  in  the  two  sexes,  nor  any  for  satisfactorily 
comparing  the  mortalities  at  the  various  age  periods.  In  the  Registration  County  in  1901  the 
mortality  amongst  males  from  phthisis  was  U2r),  and  that  of  females  only  ’795,  a  difference  of  nearly 
40  per  cent.  Probably  this  difference  may  be  accounted  for  to  some  extent  by  increased  exposure  to 
infection  of  men.  and  also  by  the  larger  amount  of  alcohol  drunk.  Dr.  Tatham  points  out  in  the 
Registrar  Cenerals  Report  that  during  the  20  years  1878 — 1898  the  phthisical  death-rate  of  England 
and  Wales  has  been  reduced  amongst  males  by  28  per  cent  and  amongst  females  by  42  ]3er  cent. 

In  my  report  of  1901,  1  entered  soinewhat  fully  into  the  different  steps  that  should  be  taken  for 
the  prevention  of  tnbercudosis.  The  main  object  and  almost  the  sole  object  of  all  these  measures  is 
to  obtain  jjrompt  destruction  of  tuberculous  sjnitnm.  It  cannot  be  too  strongly  borne  in  mind  that, 
apart  from  tuberculous  milk  and  meat,  spiitnm  is  almost  the  only  means  by  which  phthisis  is  spread. 
With  this  object,  I  recommended  amongst  other  steps,  that  a  bye-law  preventing  spitting  in  public 
places  should  lie  adopted.  Ibifortunately,  to  my  mind,  it  was  considered  that  this  bye-law  was  in  the 
present  state  of  public  opinion  impracticable.  The  value  of  a  bye-law  of  this  description  depends 
not  simply  u]ion  its  prevention  of  spitting  in  public  places,  but  upon  the  fact  that  it  shows  the 
whole  comimmity  that  the  responsible  Authorities  consider  indiscriminate  spitting  a  very  dangerous 
habit,  so  dangerous  that  it  should  under  certain  conditions  be  ]n'evenled  hyaline.  The  educational 
effect  amongst  the  poorer  classes  of  such  a  bye-law  wmdd  propably  be  mucii  greater  than  coidd  be 
attained  by  years  of  ])osting  of  notices  and  issuing  of  jiampidets.  '  Dr.  Depp  in  his  report  on  Shrews¬ 
bury  and  Dr.  Whitaker  in  his  report  on  Oakengates  recommend  a  bye-law  of  this  description. 
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Notilicatiuii  ol'  pliihisiy  voluntarily-  by  inctUcal  lueii  has  been  adopted  during  the  year  in  Chir- 
bnry  Rural  Histrict  and  previously  in  Drayton,  but  the  nuuil)er  of  eases  iiotilied  in  these  districts 
was  not  large.  It  is  very  desirable  that  this  I'orui  of  not.ilicatiou  should  be  adopted  wherever  it  is 
likely  to  be  followed  by  jjreventive  measures.  As  pointed  out  in  niy  last  report  a  proper 
notilication  of  phthisis  is  necessary,  if  ellicient  measures  are  to  be  taken  for  the  jjrevention  of  this 
disease.  1  litherto,  all  attempts  to  obtain  compulsory  notilication  of  phtuisis  have  failed,  but  this 
year  the  City  of  Shelheld  has  obtained  this  power  in  a  private  Act,  together  with  pcnver  to  insist 
upon  disinfection  where  necessary  for  the  prevention  of  phthisis.  'I’lie  working  of  compulsory 
notihcation  uf  “Tuberculosis  of  the  liung  ”  in  tShelliehl  will  be  watched  with  the  greatest  interest. 
The  Act  contains  no  provision  for  punishing  those  phthisical  persons  who  will  not  take 
reasonable  precautions  for  preventing  the  spread  of  the  disease. 

One  of  the  resolutions  passed  at  the  British  Congress  on  Tubercndosis  was  “  That  the  provision 
of  sanatoria  is  an  indispensable  part  of  the  measures  necessary  foi’  the  diminution  of  'ruberculosis.” 

The  following  paragrajihs  dealing  with  this  matter  are  taken  from  my  report  for  11)01  — 

Primarily,  the  use  uf  a  sanatorium  for  consumptives  is  to  cure  the  patients  sent  there,  and  to  relieve  those  that 
it  is  impossible  to  cure,  but  there  are  other  advantages  to  be  gained  by  this  treatment.  Whilst  a  consumptive 
patient  is  in  a  sanatorium,  all  danger  of  his  spreading  infection  is  removed.  Not  only  is  this  so,  but  he  is  trained  and 
educated,  so  that  when  he  leaves  the  institution  he  will  probably  behave  in  such  a  way  as  not  to  be  a  danger  to  the 
community.  He  has  also  received  a  most  valuable  practical  lesson,  that  will  help  him  greatly  in  putting  himself 
under  the  best  conditions  possible  at  home  to  prevent  a  recurrence  of  the  disease.  There  is  no  doubt  that  this 
educational  influence  of  sanitoria  is  very  valuable  indeed. 

The  evidence  in  favour  of  sanatoria  is  perhaps  the  strongest  in  Germany.  In  that  country  in  the  year  1895, 
there  were  onl)’  two  small  consumption  sanatoria  for  the  poorer  classes,  but  the  provision  of  sanatoria  for  this 
purpose  has  gone  on  so  rapidly  of  late  years  that  at  the  present  time  there  are  at  least  thirty.  One  of  the  chief 
causes  of  this  rapid  increase  was  an  Act  passed  in  1899  rendering  insurance  against  sickness,  and  old  age  compulsory 
for  persons  whose  whole  annual  income  was  below  £150  per  annum.  This  .4ct  allows  an  Insurance  Society  to 
devote  part  of  its  funds  to  the  treatment  of  the  sick  in  lieu  of  sick  pay.  It  speaks  very  strongly  in  favour  of  the 
economic  aspect  oi  sanatoria  for  consumptives,  that  Insurance  Societies  have  availed  themselves  of  this  privilege  to 
such  a  large  extent.  Dr.  Walter  says  : — “it  has  been  estimated  that  half  the  applications  for  sick  pay  between  the 
ages  of  20  and  29  among  the  insuring  classes  of  Germany  are  because  of  tuberculosis,  so  that  it  is  not  surprising  to 
learn  that  in  1897,  out  of  37  different  Sickness  Insurance  and  Friendly  Societies,  33  had  spent  more  or  less  of  their 
funds  on  the  hygienic  treatment  of  consumptives." 

It  is  very  desirable  therefore  that  the  County  Council  should  consider  this  matter  carefully.  Whether  a 
sanatorium  of  this  description  should  be  erected  by  the  County  Council  or  by  voluntary  effort,  or  by  a  combination 
of  the  two  is  a  matter  for  future  consideration.  There  were  as  previously  pointed  out  no  less  than  236  deaths  from 
phthisis  last  )  ear  m  the  county.  Of  these  236  deaths  no  fewer  tlian  212  were  of  persons  between  the  ages  of  15  and 
05.  The  greater  number  of  them  would  probably  be  wage  ea  ners  and  many  of  them  the  principal  support  of 
families.  From  an  economic  point  (;t  view  alone  the  expenditure  of  money  on  a  consumptive  sanatorium  would 
probably  be  justihed. 

It  i.s  important  that  the  po.sition  ol'  sanatoria  in  the  prevention  of  phthisis  be  thorouglily 
understood. 

The  argtnnents  in  hivour  of  sanatoria  from  a  curtitivo  point  of  view  are  no  doubt  strong,  but  the 
exact  vidue  of  saimtoriti  in  this  respect  has  not  yet  been  .satisfactorily  w-orked  out.  From  the 
point  of  view  of  prevention  ihey  practically  resolve  ilieinselves  into  - 
(a)  the  education  of  the  ])atieut  ; 

(L>)  the  imhicement  to  arrive  at  an  early  diagnosis  which  a  possibility  of  cure  holds  out. 

The  diagni  sis  of  2)htbisis  in  its  early  stages  is  of  the  very  utmost  importance  in 
jn'cventing  its  spread. 

(c)  Tlie  isolation  hjr  a  sljort  period  during  which  the  patient  is  prevented  from  l)eiug  a 

source  of  danger  ; 

(d)  the  cure  of  a  certain  proportion  of  cases  who  are  then  no  longer  a  danger  to  the 

community. 

]l  is  evident  then,  th;it  although  the  provision  of  sanatoria  fur  consumptives  is  a  matter  of  great 
impoitaiice,  it  is  secondary  from  a  preventive  point  of  view  to  - 

(Ij  notilication,  followe(,l  by  measures  for  disinfection,  instruction,  supervision,  etc.; 

(•/)  legislation  to  ]u-event  indiscriminate  spitting; 

{■i)  geiKual  education  by  p(jstei's  in  workshops,  factories,  public-houses,  and  other  public 
buildings,  by  pam])ldcts,  lectures,  and  by  teaching  in  schools. 
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CANCKU  L\  Till:  UKHAX  AND  HT^HAL  DISTIDCTS 
Foil  I'JOO,  11)01,  ami  11)0^. 


Uiiii. 

iX  DiSTlilOTS. 

jVverage 

for 

3  years. 

b'rii.vi,  Dis-riiiris. 

.\  verage 
for 

3  years. 

11100 

1901 

1902 

1900 

1901 

1902 

Bishop’s  Castle  ... 

•6 

•0 

2'2 

1-0 

Atcham  ... 

1-1 

1-19 

U1 

1-13 

Bridgnorth 

•() 

T.32 

!•! 

1-01 

Bridgnorth 

•6 

•81 

■93 

•81 

Church  Strettou... 

•0 

•0 

•0 

Burford  ... 

•81 

•82 

•5-1 

Dawley  ... 

•79 

1-3 

•84 

Chirbnrv 

1-2 

1-69 

■85 

1-3] 

Ellesmere 

•5 

2-05 

1-5 

1-37 

Church  Strettou  .. 

•8 

1-11 

1-54 

1-19 

Ludlow  ... 

1-5 

■44 

1-2 

1-04 

Cleol)nrv  Mortimer 

•6 

•74 

1-2 

•84 

Newport  ... 

2-(14 

•92 

•95 

1-51 

Cluu  . 

1-5 

1-31 

•73 

1-22 

Oakeugates 

•5 

TIO 

•64 

•77 

Drayton  ... 

•7 

•94 

1-3 

•99 

Oswestr\ 

•5 

•()2 

U4 

•86 

Ellesmere 

•7 

•88 

•5 

•71 

■  Shrew  sburv 

•8 

•73 

1-07 

•88 

Ludlow  ... 

•9 

•78 

•52 

•73 

Wellington 

■7 

1-25 

11 

1-06 

NewjDort  ... 

1-6 

1-14 

•83 

1-25 

Mem 

— 

1-85 

2-3 

1-39 

Oswestrv 

•7 

1-21 

•74 

•89 

AVenlock  ... 

•9 

•94 

1-07 

•98 

Shifnal 

•6 

•34 

1-2 

•75 

M'hitchnrch 

1-6 

•57 

•57 

•89 

Teme 

•5 

1-08 

•0 

•54 

5Vellington 

•6 

1-01 

•c 

•73 

AVem 

•7 

•72 

1-08 

•84 

'  M'hitclmrch 

- — 

1-55 

•0 

•52 

All  Urban  Districts 

•8 

•88 

1*1 

•95 

All  Ru]-al  Districts. 

•8 

•99 

•87 

•91 

By  averaging  three  years  one  gets  over,  to  some  extent,  the  uncertainty  dne  to  small  numbers. 
The  highest  Cancer  mortalitv  for  the  three  vears  was  in  Newport  F.  (1'54),  followed  bv  Wem 
V.  (T39),  EUesmere  U.  (1-37),  Chirbury  IT,  T31),  Newport  U.  (T25j,  and  Chin,  T22. 


'labl^  10. 

DEATH  RATES  FROM  CANCER 


Year. 

Registration  County 
OP  Shropshire. 

England 

1894 

•703 

•713 

1895 

•989 

•755 

1896 

•923 

•764 

1897 

1  060 

•787 

1898 

1-028 

•802 

1899 

•976 

•829 

1900 

•931 

■828 

1901 

•965 

842 

Average  of  8  years 
1894—1901. 

•947 

•790 

Average  of  10  years 
1881  —  1890. 

•704 

■589 

1() 

TaMe  11. 

CANCER  IN  AGE  PERIODS  1881  — 1S90. 


AGE  PERIODS. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  in  age  period.- 
expressed  as  a  percentage  of 
total  deaths  from  Cancer. 

— 

Death-rates  from  Cancer  per 
1,000. 

Shropshire 

Registration 

County. 

England 

and 

Wales. 

Shropshire  j 
Registration  | 
County. 

England 

and 

Wales. 

35—45 

8% 

11% 

1 

*') 

6 

45  —  55 

19% 

22% 

1-4  1 

1  -5 

55—65 

26% 

28% 

2-5 

2-8 

65  and  upwards. 

42% 

33% 

4-4  i 

4-2 

This  table  sliows  how  misleading  the  crude  death-rates  on  Table  10  are.  Although  the  total 
death-rate  I’rom  cancer  in  Shroj:)shire  is  about  20%  higher  than  in  England  and  Wales,  yet  this 
death-rate  in  thi'ee  oi’  the  age  periods  out  of  foiir  is  actually  lower  in  Shropshire  than  in  the  country 
generally. 

Extensive  investigations  are  being  made  with  respect  to  cancer.  Tlujse  tleahng  with  the 
incidence  of  the  disease  and*  its  relation  to  conditions  of  life  can  only  be  satisfactorily  carried  on  by 
the  various  Medical  Officers  of  Elealth  tlu'oughout  the  country. 

In  some  towns  every  cancer  death  is  now  carefully  and  personally  investigated  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health.  The  investigations  are  directed  to  the  occupation,  habits,  duration  and  character 
of  disease,  family  history,  history  of  association  with  other  cases,  previous  cases  in  same  house, 
detailed  account  of  sanitary  condition  of  dwelling,  nature  of  sub-soil  (dampness  and  pollution),  and 
diseases  of  domestic  animals. 

In  this  county  it  is  difficult  to  see  how,  with  the  machinery  at  hand,  a  similar  investigation  is 
to  be  carried  on  except  by  means  of  the  cordial  co-operation  of  the  medical  profession. 

Dr.  .Vlfred  Wolff,  who  has  conducted  an  extensive  statistical  inquiry  into  this  subject,  thinks 
that  excessive  consumption  of  l)eer  is  a  i^redisposing  cause  of  cancer  (the  possibility  of  arsenic  being 
the  cause  is  discussed) ;  also  that  districts  of  high  cancer  mortality  are  foi'est  or  at  least  well-wooded 
districts,  lie  points  out  the  low  mortality  in  many  coal-mining  districts. 


HAC'TERIOLOGICAL  DIAGNOSIS  OE  DISEASE. 


Quarters 
cf  1902. 

For  Typhoid  Fever. 

M’idal’s  Reaction. 

'  EMr  Diphtheria. 

For  Phthisis. 

Positive. 

Doiiljiful. 

Negative. 

Posi  dve. 

Doubtful. 

Negative. 

Positive. 

Negative. 

Eir-it 

4 

0 

7 

4 

0 

15 

10 

17 

Second 

0 

0 

5 

1 

0 

6 

8 

8 

Third 

0 

0 

4 

5 

0 

i 

9 

13 

Fourtti 

I 

0 

3 

8 

2 

13 

3 

12 

Whole  year 

5 

0 

(9 

18 

2 

41 

30 

50 

-  -  ^ 

24 

61 

80 

The  arrangement  with  Ihrmingham  University  continues  to  work  satisfaidorily. 
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SCHOOLS  AND  SCHOOL  ATTENDANCE. 

With  the  creation  of  a  new  Edtication  AtUhoril),  which  in  the  case  of  County  Boroughs  is 
the  Sanitarv  Authorit)  and  in  Counties  is  closely  associated  with  the  Sanitary  Authorities,  an  opjior- 
tunitv  is  opened  for  bringing  into  greater  prominence  the  enormous  importance  of  attending  to  the 
physical  condition  of  school  children. 

It  is  hardlv  necessarx  to  sa\  that  attendance  at  school,  being  comjiulsory,  every  care  should 
be  taken  that  the  chiUlrens’  health  should  not  suffer  from  such  attendance.  It  cannot  be  said  that 
sufficient  care  has  usuallx  been  exercised  in  the  itast.  The  collection  together  in  a  comparatively 
small  space  of  a  large  number  of  children,  most  of  whom  are  susceptible  to  the  various  infectious 
diseases,  must  of  necessitx  lie  a  very  active  agent  in  the  spread  of  disease  and  must  require  great 
vitrilance  if  bad  effects  are  not  to  result. 

O 

It  is,  however,  being  brought  home  to  us  clearl)  that  it  is  not  sufficient  to  see  that  the  childrens’ 
health  shall  not  suffer  by  school  attenrlance  but  that  the  improvement  of  their  physical  condition 
.should  be  one  of  the  main  objects  of  our  educational  system. 

The  measures  that  are  desirable  for  protecting  and  improving  the  health  of  the  children  fall 
under  the  following  heads:  — 

I.  — Improvement  of  the  sanitary  condition  and  management  of  schools  as  regards  air  space, 

ventilation  and  heating,  cleanliness,  the  general  condition  of  the  school  with  regard  to 
the  harbouring  and  spread  of  infection,  the  cloak  room  accommodation,  the  water 
supply,  drainage,  lavatory  and  closet  accommodation. 

II.  — Measures  lor  preventing  infectious  diseases  sjireading  amongst  the  children:  — 

(1)  The  issue  of  instructions  and  information  to  teachers  as  to  how  to  deal  with 

infectious  diseases,  including  (ei)  the  recognition  of  infectious  disease  in  its  early 
stages;  (l?J  the  exclusion  of  scholars  for  various  periods  on  account  of  infectious 
disease  ;  (cj  precautions  to  be  observed  on  the  return  of  absentees. 

(2)  The  prompt  notification  to  the  Sanitary  Authority  by  teachers  of  all  cases  of 

infectious  disease  occurring  in  their  schools,  so  that  school  closure  can,  when 
necessary,  be  applied  with  promptness  and  efficiencx . 

III.  — Phxsical  training  of  the  children. 

IV.  — Teaching  of  domestic  hygiene  in  schools. 

V.  — Systematic  medical  inspection  of  school  children.  The  value  of  such  inspection  would 

undoubtedly  be  very  great,  and  although  in  counties  of  large  area  there  are  considerable 
difficulties  to  be  overcome,  it  is  a  matter  worth)  of  very  careful  consideration. 

HOUSE  ACCOMMODATION. 

Very  important  figures  have  recently  been  publisherl  bx  the  Registrar  General  relating  to  the 
housing  accommodation  of  the  county  and  it  is  desirable  that  the  best  use  should  be  made  of  them. 
It  is  possible  to  get  some  general  idea  from  them  as  to  the  amount  of  overcrowding  of  houses  in 
the  county  and  it  is  possible  to  compare  the  existing  state  with  that  of  ten  years  ago.  It  is  possible 
also  to  compare  more  or  less  accurately  the  different  districts  xvith  one  another. 

Table  A.  shoxvs  the  housing  conditions  in  1901  compared  with  those  of  1891.  It  will  be 
observed  that  the  number  of  i,  2  and  3-roomed  tenements  have  considerably  decreased  during  the 
ten  years;  one-roomed  tenements  Ijx  nearly  55%,  two-roomed  tenements  by  25%,  and  three-roomed 
tenements  by  8%.  Not  only  has  the  number  of  these  tenements  decreased,  but  the  average  number 
of  persons  per  tenement,  which  is  a  rough  indication  as  to  the  probable  amount  of  ox'ercroxvding, 
has  decreased  in  one-roomed  tenements  by  22%,  in  two-roomed  tenements  bx  nearly  10%,  and  in 


18 


(hree-roonied  teiiemeiits  by  iieails  3%.  'The  standard  of  overcrowding  ad<j])ted  in  these  tables  is 
two  persons  per  room,  and  any  greater  density  of  population  is  considered  to  indicate  overcrowding. 
This  is  graphically  represented  in  a  manner  used  by  Dr.  Gepp  in  his  report  on  Shrewsbury.  All 
tenements  to  the  right  of  the  black  line  are,  according  to  this  standard,  in  an  overcrowded  con¬ 
dition.  Of  the  tenements  of  less  than  5  rooms,  2,312  or  8.9%,  were  on  this  basis  overcrowded  in 
1901,  and  3,311  or  11.9%  in  1891.  This  is  a  decrease  of  overcrowding  in  the  ten  years  of  30.2%. 
The  persons  thus  affected  in  190J  were  17,800  or  17.2%  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  tenements  of  less 
than  5  rooms,  and  in  1891,  24,636  or  21.8%. 

This  improvement  appears  to  have  been  effected  jiartl)  by  the  building  of  new  houses  and 
partly  by  the  re-occupation  of  houses  previously  uninhabited.  I'here  has  been  an  increase  of 
inhabited  houses  by  1741,  and  a  decrease  of  uninhabited  houses  by  746.  There  has  at  the  same 
time  been  a  decrease  of  small  houses  of  three  rooms  or  less  by  2,384.  It  is  somewhat  difficult  to 
believe  that  this  number  of  houses  has  fallen  out  of  occupation  and  vet  that  the  total  number  of 
unoccupied  houses  has  decreased.  If,  however,  the  C'ensus  figures  of  the  two  periods  are  com- 
jiarable  there  must  have  been  between  3,300  and  3.400  new  houses  built  during  the  10  years,  all 
having  more  than  three  rooms  per  house. 

The  number  of  uninhabited  houses  in  the  county  is  3.356  (one-third  are  in  occupation  as 
shops),  or  6.1%  of  the  total,  compared  with  7.6%  in  1891  and  7.1%  for  the  whole  of  England  and 
Wales  in  1901.  Considering  the  large  numlier  of  old  worn  out  houses  that  exi.st,  particularly  in  the 
rural  districts,  this  number  of  unoccupied  houses  is  very  small. 

Table  B.  shows  that  there  is  rather  more  overcrowding  in  the  small  tenements  and  less  in  the 
larger  tenements  in  the  Rural  Districts  than  in  the  Crban  Districts. 

In  Table  C.  the  conditions  of  housing  in  the  different  districts  are  to  some  extent  shown  at  a 
glance.  For  the  purpose  of  this  table  two  assumptions  have  been  made,  neither  of  which  are  strictly 
accurate,  but  both  of  which  are  sufficiently  correct  to  enable  one  to  compare  districts  with  one 
another  (i)  that  a  house  should  contain  at  least  four  rooms;  (2)  that  houses  are  overcrowded  that 
contain  more  than  two  occupants  per  room.  The  figures  are  only  available  for  houses  of  less  than 
five  rooms  and  it  has  been  assumed  that  larger  houses  are  not  overcrowded.  Amongst  the  Urban 
Districts  D'awlev  and  Oakengates  have  far  the  largest  percentage  of  small  houses  and  also  the  largest 
jiercentage  of  houses  that  are  overcrowded.  Amongst  the  Rural  Districts  Newpcirt  Rural  has  the 
largest  percentage  of  small  houses,  and  along  with  Wellington  Rural  also  the  greatest  percentage  of 
overcrowding,  with  the  exception  of  Teine  Rural  District. 

Dealing  with  the  individual  cases  the  most  gross  single  instance  of  overcrowding  seems  to  have 
been  at  Bishops’  Castle,  where  one  house  of  two  rooms  was  occupied  b\  twelve  or  more  persons. 
Of  the  three  two  roomed  houses  occupied  by  eleven  persons,  one  was  in  Dauley.  one  in  Ludlow  and  one 
in  Shrewsburv.  There  were  ten  two-roomed  houses  in  the  count)  each  occupied  bv  ten  persons, 
and  of  these  3  were  in  Davvley,  1  in  Oakengates.  r  in  Cleobury  Mortimer  (R.  D.),  i  in  Chin 
(R.  D.),  3  in  Oswestry  (R.  D.),  i  in  Wellington  (R  D.)  ;  and  of  two-roomed  houses  occujiied  bv  nine 
persons  there  were  4  in  Oakengates.  2  in  New  jiort  (R.  D.),  2  in  ^\  em  (R.  D.),  and  i  in  Dravton 
(R.  D.).  There  were  ii  three-roomed  hottses  in  the  county  with  12  or  more  persons  in  each,  and 
of  these,  3  were  in  Dawley  and  4  in  (fakengates.  There  were  24  three-roomed  houses  with  ii 
persons  in  each,  and  of  these,  9  were  in  Oakengates,  3  in  Wenlock.  2  in  T.udlow,  2  in  .Atcham 
(R.  D.),  and  2  in  Oswestry  (R.  D.). 

These  figures  are  of  very  consiilerable  value  because  the\  are  a  general  indication  of  the 
amount  of  overcrowding  in  any  particular  district.  They  show  too  how  necessary  a  careful  svstematic 
house-to-house  inspection  is,  even  if  it  is  only  for  the  inirpose  of  investigating  cases  of  overcrowding. 
In  districts  where  there  is  no  such  inspection,  gro.ss  cases  of  overcrowding  offending  against  the 
'aws  of  health  and  morality  ma\  exist  for  years  without  being  discovered. 
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The  Medical  Ofiicei  Health  tor  ('hirhurv  re[)orls  that  inan\  of  the  houses,  particularly  on  the 
hills,  [iresent  gra\’e  sanitarx  detects,  hut  that  efficient  action  is  impossil'Ie  owing  to  lack  of  accom- 
nioilation  for  families  displaced.  The  same  difficultx  is  mentioned  as  hax'iug  interfered  with  action 
for  the  closure  of  houses  or  the  remedying  ot  overcrowding  in  the  districts  of  Oakengates,  Oswestrx 
Rural,  Ludlow  Urban  and  Rural.  In 'Ludlow  the  congestion  is  spoken  of  as  temporary.  To  what 
extent  the  closure  of  insanitarx  houses  should  wait  upon  the  j)rox'ision  of  further  accommodation 
is  a  difficult  matter  to  decide,  hut  the  responsihilitx  should  not  he  thrown  upon  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health.  A  considerable  imj)roxement  in  the  condition  ot  houses  seems  to  hax'e  resulted 
from  systematic  house-to-hotise  inspections.  Such  inspection  is  in  progress  in  Atcham,  Clun, 
Shrexvshurx,  Wenlock,  and  in  the  Urban  Districts  of  Whitchurch.  Fdlesmere  and  Oakengates; 
and  is  recommended  for  bishop’s  Castle,  Dawley.  Newport  Urban  and  Rural  and  Whitchurch  Rural 
District.  In  Atcham  Dr.  Oepp  mentions  Pontesburx  Hill  as  the  part  of  the  district  most  needing  better 
housing  conditions.  Attention  is  again  drawn  to  the  housing  accommodation  in  Donnington  Wood, 
where  there  is  still  much  room  for  action.  Dr.  Gepp  says  that  in  the  older  parts  of  Shrexvshurx 
houses  are  in  places  densely  packed,  interfering  with  both  light  and  circulation  of  air,  and  that  a 
considerable  proportion  of  these  houses  are  back  to  back  and  without  through  ventilation. 


A. 


ADMINISTRATIVE  COUNTY  OF  SALOP. 

Tenements  of  less  than  Five  Rooms  distinguishing  those  occupied  by  various  I 

numbers  of  Persons.  I  Calculations  from  these 

^  i  Census  Figures. 


Number 
of  Rooms 

Tenements 
of  less 

PHUSO.NS  I’EU  Tenexient. 

Total  number 
of  Persons 
occupying 
these 

Tenements. 

Average 
numter  of 

in 

Tenements. 

than 

Five  Rooms. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12  or 

more. 

Persons  per 
Tenement. 

1 

198 

146 

40 

11 

1 

263 

1-33 

2 

4101 

998 

o 

rH 

826 

541 

306 

201 

67 

42 

11 

10 

3 

1 

11715 

2-85 

3 

8266 

542 

1J91 

1683 

1412 

1095 

929 

542 

309 

1C2 

66 

24 

11 

34050 

411 

4 

13188 

583 

2238 

2462 

2339 

1924 

1503  1014 

1 

60c 

30P 

149 

44 

32 

5739.5 

4-35 

1891. 

1 

434 

275 

88 

31 

23 

10 

H 

2 

1 

1 

737 

1-7 

2 

5483 

1134 

1397 

1012 

713 

534 

328 

208 

101 

47 

6 

2 

1 

17235 

314 

3 

9032 

554 

1629 

1737 

1462 

1226 

990 

656 

421 

213 

85 

35 

12 

38275 

4  23 

4 

12792 

542 

■2125 

■2416 

2216 

1781 

1458 

904 

672 

350 

144 

67 

27 

56542 

4  42 

f  1901  ..  li)-l 

Percentage  of  Tenements  of  loss  than  o  rooms 

i  1801  ..  o4-2 


L!0 


B. 

(901. 

URBAN  DISTRICTS. 


Tenements  of  les.s  than  Five  Rooms  distinguishing 

Numbers  of  Persons. 


tliose  occupied  hy  various  Calculations  from 

Census  Figures. 


Number  of 
Rooms  in 
Tenements. 

Tenements 

of 

Pkusons  peu  Tenement. 

Total  Number 
of  Persons 

Average 
Number  of 

less  than 
Five  Rooms, 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

or 

7Tiore 

occupying  these 
Tenements. 

Persons  per 
Tenement. 

1 

101 

84 

14 

2 

1 

122 

1-20 

2 

ly'Jl 

5-25 

529 

396 

247 

143 

82 

3.5 

22 

4 

4 

3 

1 

5508 

2-76 

3 

3876 

231 

644 

767 

636 

542 

466 

258 

174 

99 

36 

16 

7 

16579 

4-27 

4 

.5689 

225 

917 

1067 

1024 

873 

651 

419 

264 

148 

68 

22 

16 

2.5068 

1 

4-40 

RURAL  DISTRICTS. 


1 

97 

62 

26 

9 

' 

141 

1  4.5 

2 

2110 

473 

546 

430 

294 

163 

119 

52 

20 

7 

6 

•• 

()2t)7 

2-94 

3 

4390 

311 

847 

916 

776 

553 

463 

284 

135 

63 

30 

8 

4 

17471 

;097 

4 

7499 

358 

1321 

1395 

1315 

1051 

852 

595 

336 

152 

86 

22 

16 

32.327 

4-31 

,  ri.  .  f  1  -  I)  I  Urban  Districts 

Percentage  of  IVnements  of  less  than  o  Itooms  -  districts 
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C. 


URBAN 

DISTRICTS. 

RURAL 

DISTRICTS. 

1 

DISTRICTS. 

Percentage  ofl 

Houses  of 
Three  Rooms  i 
or  less. 

i 

Houses  of 
less  than  Five 
Rooms 
percentage 
overcrowded* 

DISTRICTS 

Percentage  of 
Houses  of 
Three  Rooms 
or  less. 

Houses  of 
less  than  P'ive 
Rooms 
percentage 
overcrowded'' 

Bi.sli()p’s  Castle 

177  : 

4-6 

Atcham 

240 

8-6 

Bridgnorth  ... 

25’I  j 

4'8 

Bridgnorth  ... 

2 1  I 

5'2 

Church  Stretton 

18  3 

1 1  9 

Burford 

23-0 

60 

Dawley 

46*2 

14  9 

Chirbury 

17  6 

3 ’4 

Ellesmere 

97 

2'3 

Church  Stretton 

22'9 

77 

Ludlow 

368 

13-6 

Cleobury  Mortimer... 

25  I 

9'6 

Newport 

20-0 

8-1 

Clun  . 

162 

6-3 

Oakengates  ... 

44-3 

17-8 

Drayton 

1 8'4 

61 

Oswestry 

I  I  *0 

4-8 

Ellesmere  ... 

17-5 

5 '9 

Shrewsbury  ... 

180 

6-9 

Ludlow 

147 

6'9 

Wellington  ... 

226 

5 '4 

Newport 

322 

III 

Wem 

5‘9 

37 

Oswestry 

218 

lOI 

Wenlock 

36‘5 

9’4 

Shifnal 

296 

9'9 

Whitchurch  ... 

16-5 

7-9 

Teme 

i7'3 

”5 

Wellington  ... 

277 

III 

Wem 

23-8 

7-6 

Whitchurch 

247 

65 

All  Urban  Districts. 

260 

97 

All  Rural  Districts. 

223 

8-3 

C'alculated  upon  the  assumption  that  all  houses  are  overcrowded,  in  which  there  are  more  than  two  persons 

per  room  (see  text). 


HOSPri'AL  ACCOMMODATrON. 


The  question  of  hospital  accommodation  for  small-pox  occupied  the  attention  of  the  Sanitarv 
Committee  of  the  County  Council  for  a  considerable  part  of  the  year. 


Inquiries  were  sent  out  in  March  by  the  Clerk  to  the  County  Council  to  the  various  District 
Councils  and  the  answers  showed  that  there  was  ijractically  no  accommodation  for  small-pox  in 
the  county  with  the  exception  of  an  arrangement  made  by  certain  districts  for  the  erection  of  tents 
in  case  of  emergency.  A  Conference  was  held  on  March  22nd  to  consider  “  The  Small-pox 
Hospital  Accommodation  in  the  County.”  No  definite  resolutions  were  come  to  at  this  meeting. 
On  my  report,  made  on  June  14th,  the  County  Council  ordered  an  Inquiry  to  be  made  under  the 
Isolation  Hospitals  Act  into  the  necessity  for  establishing  small-pox  hospitals  in  the  county.  The 
Inquiry  was  held  on  October  25th  and  was  adjourned  in  order  to  inquire  into  the  question  of  sites. 
The  Sanitary  Committee  decided  that  the  necessity  for  hospitals  existed.  The  adjourned  Incjuiry  was 
held  on  January  24th.  In  the  meantime,  the  erection  of  certain  hosjiitals,  and  the  inqirovement  of 
others  had  rendered  the  original  scheme  submitted  somew'hat  impracticable.  The  idea  of  the  first 
scheme  suggested,  was  to  jjrovide  a  certain  number  of  hospitals,  probably  five,  so  placed  as  to  serve 
the  whole  county.  These  hospitals  would  have  been  managed  by  one  committee  and  there  would 
have  been  no  necessity  to  partition  the  county  into  districts.  The  economy  in  liuildings  and  in 
management  of  this  scheme  is  obvious.  There  was  nothing  left  but  to  deal  with  the  districts  in 
combination.  No  order  on  these  lines  has  yet  been  made,  but  the  districts  have  to  a  great  extent 
provided  for  themselves  by  voluntary  combination.  What  has  been  done  can  be  most  clearly  put 
bv  stating  the  hospital  provision  for  small-pox  at  the  time  of  the  March  circular  and  at  the  present 
time. 


Apart  from  the  small  hospitals  at  Shrewsbury.  Bridgnorth  and  Newport,  and  the  cottage  at 
Much  Wenlock,  wTich  are  primarily  used  for  other  diseases,  and  abso  the  hospital  at  Wrockwar- 
dine  Wood,  which  w^as  dilapidated  and  objectionable,  there  were  at  the  time  of  the  circular  in 
March,  1902,  no  hospitals  for  small-pox  in  the  county.  The  only  accommodation  at  that  time 
was  an  arrangement  for  the  provision  of  tents  made  by  9  districts.  4  of  which  had  not  obtained 
sites. 


The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  hospital  provision  at  the  present  time:  — 


1.  — *A  hospital  for  about  8  beds 

2.  — *A  hospital  for  about  6  beds 

3.  — A  hospital  for  6  beds 

4.  — fA  hospital  for  8  beds  . . . 

5.  — A  hospital  for  8  beds 

6.  — A  hospital  for  8  beds 

7.  — A  hospital  for  8  beds 

8.  — A  hospital  for  8  beds 

Isolated  Cottages. 

9.  — An  isolated  cottage 
10. — An  isolated  cottage 


for  Cleobury  Mortimer,  Burford  and  Tenburv 
and  Rock  in  Worcestershire, 
for  Ludlow  LTban  and  Rural  Districts, 
for  Chirbury  and  the  other  districts  in  the 
Forden  Union. 

for  Drayton  and  Blore  Heath, 
for  the  districts  of  Whitchurch  Urban  and 
Rural,  Wem  Urban  and  Rural  and 
Drayton  Rural, 
for  Shifnal  and  Dawley. 
for  Wellington  Urban  District, 
for  Wenlock.  at  Broselev. 


for  Bishop’s  Castle  and  Chin, 
for  Teme  and  Knighton  LTban  ami  Rural 
Districts. 


Siies. 

Besides  the  above-mentioned  hospitals  anrl  cottages,  there  are  3  sites  on  which  buildings  can 
be  erected  in  an  emergency:  — 

1.  — -One  belonging  to  the  Borough  of  Oswestry. 

2.  —  ,,  ,,  „  Rural  District  of  Oswestry. 

3.  —  ,,  „  ,.  Newport  Urban  and  Rural  Districts. 

*  These  have  been  adapted  from  workmen’s  dwellings, 
i  To  be  used  for  diseases  other  than  small-pox. 

The  Oswestrv  sites  are  good  hospital  sites  whether  intended  for  small-pox  or  other  diseases. 

The  Wellington  Rural  District  is  applying  to  be  allowed  to  use  the  Urban  District  hospital. 
Oakengates  has  applied  unsuccessfully  to  Shifnal.  These  combinations  should  be  encouraged  and 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  hospitals  will  eventually  serve  a  larger  area  than  they  have  been  built 
for. 


It  is  evident  from  the  above  statement  that  there  has  been  considerable  activity  in  the 
provision  of  hospitals,  and  although  there  are  still  districts  unprovided  for,  more  hospitals  have 
been  built  than  were  originally  proposed  for  the  whole  county. 

'I'he  larger  question  as  to  the  provision  of  isolation  for  other  infectious  diseases  has  not  been 
considered,  nor  have  any  petitions  been  received  by  the  County  Council. 


VACCINATION. 

Primary  Vaccination  appears  to  be  well  carried  out  in  the  County.  Where  figures  are  given  the 
numbers  of  children  escajjing  vaccination  is  small.  In  the  Atcham  Union  in  1901  there  were  five 
conscientious  objectors  and  in  Drayton  in  1902  oidy  one. 


The  following  ligures  taken  from  the  Local  Government  Board  Report  shew  the  position  of  the 
County  with  regard  to  Vaccination  up  to  1900  :  — 


\^ears. 

Number  Unvaccin¬ 
ated  expressed  as 
a  percentage  of 
total  children  born. 

Conscientious 

Objectors. 

1873-1877 

2-7 

1878-1882 

3-9 

1883-1887 

3  3 

1888-1892 

'1'7 

1893-1897 

110 

1898 

10-8 

1-4 

1899 

8-3 

1-4 

1900 

5-4 

1-9 

Between  189o  and  1897  the  Act  was  evidently  very  imperfectly  administered.  Since  the  Iasi 
N’accination  Act  came  into  force  pi'ogressive  improvement  has  taken  place,  2^‘ii’ti<'’idarlv  in  those 
ilistricts  wliere  2^reviously  the  carrying  out  of  the  law  was  so  lax.  This  is  well  illustrated  in  the 
following  table: — 

Y  ears. 


Unions. 

1893-1897 

1898 

1899 

1  901) 

Atcliaui 

11-9 

9-4 

6'7 

4-4 

Bridgnorth  ... 

7-1 

8-3 

8  6 

5  3 

Church  Strettoii 

2'4 

3  2 

•9 

2-8 

Cloobury  Mortimer  .  . 

4-8 

5-4 

4-6 

Clun  ... 

342 

18  8 

12-4 

11-2 

Drayton 

1-7 

3  6 

4-2 

4-8 

Ellesmere 

2-9 

1-6 

3  0 

2-9 

Ludlow 

7-5 

9  9 

G-7 

7  0 

Madelev 

5-2 

8-2 

0-2 

2-3 

Newport 

5-3 

9-6 

5-9 

5  6 

Osw'estry 

3-9 

5-8 

3T 

4T 

Shifnal  . 

15‘7 

8-5 

7’8 

2-0 

AVellington  ... 

39-7 

33-9 

23  8 

9-6 

Wem . 

1-6 

7-5 

7-9 

6-3 

Whitchurch  ... 

5T 

13-4 

16  7 

9-5 

Total... 

11-0 

10-8 

8-3 

5  4 

The  returns  for  1901  and  1902  are  not  yet  published,  but  probably  are  more  satisfactory.  With 
regard  to  re-vaccination,  there  is  much  less  definite  information.  In  Shrewsbury  921  persons  were 
re- vaccinated  by  the  public  vaccinator.  In  those  districts  where  there  have  been  outbreaks  of  small 
pox  a  large  number  of  persons  have  been  re-vaccinated.  In  all  iDrobability,  however,  the  number  of 
persons  in  the  county  who  have  been  vaccinated  imjre  than  once  is  not  a  large  fraction  of  the  wliole. 
Under  these  circumstances  vaccination  alone  cannot  l)e  relied  upon  for  preventing  small^Jox. 

In  order  to  make  Vaccination  a  real  jDreventative  of  small  pox  it  is  necessary  that  comjDuls ory 
re-vaccination  at  school  age  should  be  adopted  and  that  a  satisfactory  standard  of  vaccination  should 
be  enforced. 

Several  of  the  Authorities  have  issued  notices  advising  re-vaccination. 

DISINFECTION. 

With  the  exception  of  the  disinfector  at  Bridgnorth  Fever  Hosj)ital  and  a  small  portable  one  at 
Wellington  there  is  not,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  a  steam  disinfector  belonging  to  any  of  the  Sanitarv 
Authorities  of  the  ('ounty. 

The  destruction  of  infection  is  at  the  ver\  root  of  the  measures  that  should  be  taken  for  the  preven¬ 
tion  of  the  spread  of  disease.  Persons  are  kept  isolated  so  that  the  infective  material  ma\  be  destriued 
or  rendered  innocuous  before  it  comes  in  contact  with  susceptible  persons.  If  means  for  disinfec¬ 
tion  are  not  j)rovided  the  precautions  for  preventing  the  sj)read  of  infectious  disease  fail  in  a  most 
essential  [jarticular.  There  is  no  method  of  satisfactoriK  disinfecting  clothing,  bedding,  curtains,  car- 
])ets,  etc.,  things  which  are  very  liable  to  retain  infection,  except  by  steam  jmoperly  applied.  It  follows 
then  that  every  sanitary  authority  and  every  pul>lic  institution  of  an\  size  should  have  a  steam 
disinfector.  There  is  no  necessity,  where  the  work  to  be  done  is  not  likelv  to  be  large,  for  a  large 
and  costl\  ajjparatus.  All  that  is  required  is  a  c  hamber  into  which  steam  can  be  turned  rai)idly. 
so  that  the  steam  enters  and  leaves  the  chamber  in  large  quantities.  A  little  contrivance  is 
required  to  prevent  the  articles  being  unduly  wetted  and  to  drv  them  after  disinfection.  It  ought 
to  be  possible  to  jirovide  a  disinfector  of  this  descri|)tion  capable  of  serving  the  smaller  districts 
for  ^20  or  less.  Such  an  ai)j)aratus  would  probabb  be  more  convenient  if  made  readilv  |)ortable. 


Dr.  Gep[)  in  his  report  for  Shrewsbury  ver\  ably  advocates  the  establishment  of  a  public 
disinfecting  station.  He  points  out  the  greater  necessity  for  an  efficient  disinfecting  station  in  a  town 
like  Shrewsburv  where  there  is  no  hosi)ital  isolation,  and  consequently  where  the  clothing,  bedding, 
etc.,  at  home  must  get  thoroughlx  infected.  His  reixul  recommending  a  public  disinfecting  station 
has,  however,  been  referred  back  b\  the  Ciouncil.  Such  a  decision  aj)i)ears  to  me  to  be  extremely 
unfortunate.  Dr.  Whitaker  in  several  instances  refers  to  cases  which  have  in  his  opinion  l)een 
S])read  by  infected  clothing.  He  savs  in  his  report  for  Shifnal  that  in  his  opinion  the  large  majority 
of  cases  of  scarlet  fever  arise  from  imperfectly  disinfected  clothes. 

W.VrER  SUPPLIES. 

In  most  of  the  reports  is  contained  some  description  of  the  water  suppl)  of  the  districts,  and  a 
brief  summary  of  these  is  given  in  Part  II. 

Considerable  work  has  been  done  in  different  parts  of  the  County  in  the  improvement  of  the 
water  supplies.  Ear  the  most  imi)ortant  is  the  completion  of  the  scheme  deriving  its  supply  from 
Harrington  Well.  An  abridgment  of  Dr.  Gepp's  description  of  this  scheme  will  be  found  on  page 
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Water  is  supplied  to  Broselev,  Madeley,  Ironl)ridge,  Coalbrookdale,  the  town  of  Shifnal,  the 
village  of  Kemberton  and  the  Apley  estate.  This  scheme  must  prove  to  be  of  incalculable  benefit 
to  the  districts  supplied. 

A  scheme  prepared  by  the  County  Council  for  the  districts  of  Oakengates,  Dawley, 
Donnington  Wood,  Hadley  and  part  of  Wellington  Rural  District  is  now  being  considered 
bv  the  various  authorities  concerned.  The  absence  of  a  proper  w-atei  supply  to  these 
districts  is  perhaps  the  greatest  sanitary  defect  in  the  county.  It  is  absolutely  essential  that  in 
one  way  or  another  a  good  w-ater  supply  should  be  provided. 

The  new  reservoir  in  New  Pool  Hollow,  Church  Stretton,  w’as  opened  during  the  year.  A 

supply  of  good  water  has  been  laid  on  to  the  small  hamlets  of  Acton  and  The  Leasty  in 

Clun  R.D.  ;  new  wells  have  been  provided  at  Tilstock  and  Broughall  in  Whitchurch  R.D.  The 
works  at  Pant  in  Oswestry  R.D.  have  been  pushed  forward  and  a  scheme  has  been  formulated 
for  Gobowen.  At  Edgmond  a  supply  has  been  laid  on  to  8  houses  and  a  public  fountain.  Plans 
for  the  sujiply  of  Meole  Brace  and  Bayston  Hill  have  been  prepared.  The  supplies  of  Stoke  St. 
Milborough,  Aston  IMunslow,  Stanton  Lacy  and  Bromfield  in  Ludlow  R.D.  have  been  improved. 

The  following  are  under  consideration: — a  supply  to  the  Clee  Hill  District,  a  supplv  to  Clun- 

burv,  the  water  siipj)!}  of  Bucknell,  and  a  report  of  Dr.  Macqueen  on  the  water  supplies  of  the 

Rural  District  of  Drayton. 

Recommendations  are  made  for  the  improvement  of  the  water  supplies  of  Habberlev,  Hanwood 
Bank  and  Pontesbur\  in  Atcham  R.D.,  of  Birockton  in  Chirburv  R.D.,  and  for  the  improvement  bv 
filtration  of  the  water  supplies  of  All  Stretton,  Little  Stretton,  the  Borough  of  Oswestrv,  and 
Wellington  Urban  District. 

Attention  is  again  drawn  to  the  distance  that  clean  water  has  to  be  carrietl  at  Longnor  ami 
tr)  the  unsatisfactory  condition  of  the  water  supply  of  Rinsley. 

Bucknell  may  obtain  a  supply  upon  very  advantageous  terms  from  the  Birmingham  main  and 
it  certainly  seems  very  desirable  that  villages  situated  near  either  of  the  large  mains  (Liverpool 
or  Birmingham)  should,  when  a  supply  is  needed,  obtain  their  water  in  this  wav. 

Dr.  Gepp  sa\s  that  he  thinks  the  i)roblem  of  the  best  solution  of  the  vexed  (juestion  of 
Shrewsbury’s  water  supply  is  in  a  fair  way  to  be  settled.  It  is  a  matter  in  which  from  everv 
point  of  view  there  should  be  no  unavoidable  delay. 

In  the  latter  half  of  the  year  I  made  two  rej'orts  on  the  water  supplies  of  districts  in  the 
county.  The  first  included  the  Parishes  of  Hadley  and  Wellington  Rural.  The  second  included 
the  remainder  of  the  Parishes  in  the  Rural  District  of  Wellington.  The  attention  of  the  District 
Council  has  been  called  to  the  various  matters  in  the  reports  requiring  action  at  their  hands. 
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SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  AND  POLLUTION  OE  RIVERS. 

'Phis  is  one  of  the  most  im|)()rtant  matters  which  is  under  the  direct  control  of  the  County 
Council.  Not  much  action  has  hitherto  heen  taken,  Imt  durinj;  the  \ear  two  imj)ortant  pollutions 
were  reported  on  hy  me — one  due  to  the  sewage  of  the  town  of  Ellesmere  and  the  other  to  the 
effluent  from  the  Wellington  Urban  District  sewage  works.  The  attention  of  these  authorities  has 
been  drawn  to  my  reports  and  the  Council  is  now  awaiting  their  decisions. 

As  a  preliminary  to  a  complete  investigation  of  the  pollution  of  rivers  of  the  county,  I  have 
obtained,  by  the  kindness  of  the  Clerks  and  Snrvevors  of  the  District  Councils,  a  more  or  less  com¬ 
plete  descrij)tion  of  the  various  itnblic  sewage  works  in  the  connt\.  These  particulars  have  been 
embodied  in  the  accompanying  Table.  They  not  onb  refer  to  existing  schemes,  but  to  schemes  which 
have  been  submitted  to  the  Local  Government  board  for  ajtproval,  c.g.,  Church  Stretton,  Hadley  and 
Oakengates.  'Phey  show  a  very  consideralile  variet\  in  the  methods  adopted  for  the  treatment  of  sewage, 
(duly  in  one  case — Oswestry — have  I  received  anv  definite  data  as  to  the  efficacy  of  the  treatment 
carried  out.  That  will  necessarilv  lie  one  of  the  first  matters  to  which  mv  attention  will  be  devoted. 

The  following  districts  have  no  public  sewage  works  nor  any  proj)f)sed  sewage  schemes  for 
any  part  of  their  districts: — The  Rural  Districts  of  Bridgnorth,  Bnrford,  Chirbnrv,  Church  Stretton. 
Cleolniry  Mortimer,  Clun,  Ellesmere,  Newport,  Teme,  Wem  and  Whitcdinrch  ;  and  the  Urban 
Districts  of  Bishop’s  Castle,  Dawlev,  Ellesmere  and  Wenlock. 

Sewerage  schemes  for  Church  Stretton  Urban  District.  Oakengates  and  Hadley  have  been 
submitted  to  the  Local  Government  Board  for  apjiroval.  A  scheme  for  treating  the  sewage  of 
Bishop’s  Castle  is  being  considered.  The  schemes  for  Newport  LTban  District  and  Shifnal  Town 
have  been  brought  near  completion. 

The  following  condenserl  extracts  from  the  District  Medical  Officers’  Reports  indicate  some  of 
the  matters  under  this  heading  which  will  need  attention:  — 

The  better  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  of  Pontesbury  village  might  with  advantage  be 
considered. 

The  sewage  of  Dawlev  finds  its  way  through  watercourses  to  the  Severn ;  the  same  remark 
applying  to  most  of  the  sewage  of  the  Borough  of  Wenlock. 

At  Ludlow  the  filter  beds  are  not  satisfactory. 

At  Shrewsburv  the  river  has  greatly  imjjroved  but  there  are  individual  houses  to  be  dealt  with. 

At  Wem  the  outfall  is  rlistinctly  unsatisfactory. 

At  Cleobnrv  the  question  of  sewage  disposal  is  not  re[)orted  on,  but  presumably  the  report  of 
1901  holds  good. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Rural  District  of  Wellington  says  that  the  want  of  a 
proper  scheme  of  sewage  disposal  for  Hadley  mav  become  a  source  of  danger  ;  also  that  the  effluent 
from  die  Wellington  Urban  sewage  works  is  still  far  from  satisfactory. 

The  disjjosal  of  the  sewage  of  Market  Drayton  should  now  be  dealt  with. 

The  second  Report  of  the  Ro\al  ("ommission  on  Sewage  Dis])Osal  was  published  during  the 
vear.  'Phe  report  is  of  considerable  local  interest  as  one  of  the  sections  deals  with  the  “  Pollution 
of  the  River  Severn  in  the  Shrewsburv  District.”  I  had  no  personal  knowledge  of  the  condition  of 
the  river  at  the  time  these  investigations  were  made,  but  the  following  quotations  show  the  opinion 
of  those  who  made  the  investigations  :  “  'Phe  banks  of  the  river  immediately  above  the  water  works, 
and  also  lower  down  as  the  river  winds  through  the  town  are  composed  of  dust-bin  rubbish,  which 
gives  to  an  otherwise  jiretty  river  a  most  ilirtv  api  earance  and  must  be  a  source  of  considerable 
contamination,”  and  again  “  Whilst  the  river  passes  through  the  town  it  receives,  in  addition  to  the 
sewage,  all  kinds  of  garbage  thrown  into  it  by  those  living  on  the  banks.”  “  'Phe  sewage  of  Iron- 
bridge  and  Coalbrookdale  together  make  the  river  exceedinglv  dirty.  'Phe  condition  of  the  banks 
is  even  worse  than  at  Shrewsbury.”.  No  doubt  siiu'e  these  observations  were  made,  great  improve- 


Particulars  as  to  the  Treatment  of  Sewage  in  the  County  of  Salop. 


Name  of  Sanitarv  Autlioritv 


Naine  of  District  or  Institution  referred  to 


. .lATcuAy  liun/iL  District. 


Atcuam  Msoi.e 

WOKKUOUSK.  BiUCE. 


Date  works  completed  and  brought  into  operatiouj 

Number  of  houses  and  approximate  population)  ' 
connected  with  the  Sewerage  System  . .  j 


Do.  do.  unconuected 

Dry  w'eather  flow  of  Sewage,  in  gallons,  per  day. 


Water  supply  per  head  (if  public  supply)  in] 
gallons  . .  . .  . .  . .  { 

is  the  sub-soil  and  surface  water  excluded,  and  1 
to  what  extent  ?  . .  . .  ) 


Is  any  trade  refuse  turned  into  the  Sewers?) 
If  so,  any  particulars  available  . .  ) 

TANKS  Number  . .  . .  i 

Total  capacity  in  gallons  . . 

Used  as  subsidence,  precipitation  nr  | 
Septic  (open  or  closed)  . .  I 

Is  the  How  oontiuuous  or  intermittent  . . 


1893 

170 

800 


1901 


I 

Borol'ou  or  I 
Bbidonorih.  I 


Church 

Stretton 

Urban 

District 

Aihipteu 

Scheme. 


•20 


Yes. 


No. 


8,400 


12,000 


Half  of  sur-| 
face  water 


No 


2 

2,800 


Subsideiice  Open  septic 
Coutinuous  Continuous 


Are  tanks  used  altogether,  or  in  series  . .  In  series  Together 

CHEMICALS  used  and  how  added  . .  . .  None 

Quantity  in  grains  per  gallon,  or  amount  per  week 


Amount  of  .Slndge  ;  how  often  removed  and  how* 
disposed  of  . .  . .  . .  < 


If  Septic  tank  not  emptied  since  commencement) 
what  depth  of  sludge  . .  . .  { 

BACTERIA  BEDS. — Number  and  total  area  in) 
square  yards  . .  . .  / 


Depth  of  Beds 

Form  and  construction  of  Beds,  sides* 
open  or  closed  . .  | 


Nature  and  size  of  filtering  materials  . . 


Put  on  land 
every  six 
weeks 


Method  of  using  beds  continuous  or  intermittent 


If  intermittent,  number  of  fillings  per  day,  and  i 
the  usual  periods  of  (1)  filling  (2)  standing 
full  (8)  emptying  (4)  resting  > 


One  ;  45  sq. 
yards 


8  feet 

Bound ; 
closed  .sides 


Cinders 
various  sizes, 
from  in. 
to  very  rough 


Continuous 


Available  capacity  of  beds,  and  if  diminishing,  at ) 

what  rate  ?  . .  . .  ) 


Method  of  distribution  on  the  beds 


Hate  of  filtration  per  S(|uare  yard,  in  gallons  per  * 
24  hours  . .  . .  . .  i 


Area  of  laud  used  fur  filtration  or  irrigation  . .  acres 


By  sprinkler 
arm 


•O 

V 
> 
•mm 

V 

o 

o 

c. 


« 

>> 


0 

Z 


•2000 


50,000 


Drayton. 


Little 

Drayton. 


1903 

1  houses  con¬ 
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ment  has  taken  place,  but  even  a  casual  inspection  ot  the  banks  of  the  river  will  show  that  much 
has  vet  to  be  done.  Perhaps  the  most  imj)ortaiit  matter  is  to  educate  the  people  to  understand 
that  the  puritv  of  the  river  should  be  regarded  as  of  the  greatest  imjiortance.  Although  great 
improvements  have  taken  place  at  Shrewsbury,  the  river  at  Ironbridge  appears  to  be  in  much  the 
same  condition  as  when  the  Commissioners  reported. 

SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE. 

Some  description  of  the  sewerage  and  drainage  of  most  of  the  districts  will  be  found  in  Part  II. 
of  the  Report. 

During  the  vear  the  sewerage  of  Shifnal  has  been  completed  and  that  of  New[)ort  advancerl 
towards  completion.  'I'he  sewerage  of  Edgmond  has  been  improved  and  extended.  At  Much 
Wenlock  a  sewer  about  half  a  mile  in  length  has  been  laid.  The  sewerage  of  Little  Drayton  has 
been  comj)leted  and  now  it  is  recommended  that  the  sewerage  of  Market  Drayton  be  dealt  with. 

A  scheme  for  the  sewerage  of  C'ressage  has  been  given  up  owing  to  opposition  of  the  Parish 
Council,  and  the  scheme  for  the  sewerage  of  Ruyton  has  not  yet  been  adopted. 

The  sewerage  of  Bishop’s  Castle  and  also  that  (jf  Albrighton  in  the  Rural  District  of  Shifnal 
are  being  considered. 

The  l)etter  sewerage  of  Pontesbury  is  recommended  for  consideration.  At  Wenlock  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  savs :  “  The  question  of  water  supply  having  now  been  settled  the  Committees 
will  no  doubt  be  better  able  to  take  the  needed  improvements  in  their  sewerage  systems  into  con¬ 
sideration.  With  an  abundant  water  supply  in  all  the  towns,  good  sewerage  will  be  found 
increasingly  necessary.” 

The  sewerage  and  drainage  of  Chirbury  are  described  as  being  in  a  very  unsatisfactory  condi¬ 
tion. 

t 

Drainage  regulations  have  been  made  under  sec.  21  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  at  Shrew's- 
burv,  Newport  and  Whitchurch  Urban  Districts. 

The  importance  of  the  adoption  of  good  regulations,  particularly  before  any  ne\v  sewerage 
scheme  is  carried  out.  cannot  be  too  strongly  insisted  upon. 

SCAVENGING  AND  EXCREMENT  DISPOSAL. 

There  is  a  daily  removal  of  refuse  at  Oswestrs.  In  this  matter  Oswestry  is  to  be  greatly  con¬ 
gratulated  as  being  one  of  the  few  towns  in  the  country  where  there  is  daily  removal  of  house  refuse. 
Its  influence  upon  the  health  of  the  town  must  be  very  beneficial. 

There  is  a  weekly  removal  of  refuse  at  Shrew'sburv,  Wellington  and  Bridgnorth  (partial),  and  a 
weekly  removal  has  been  arranged  for  at  Church  Stretton. 

In  the  Rural  Districts  the  scavenging  is  done  by  the  occupiers,  with  the  exception  of  Shifnal 
'I'owii,  where  the  scavenging  is  done  by  a  contractor  under  the  direction  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 
There  are  parts  of  other  rural  districts  where  the  scavenging  undoubtedly  requires  careful  super¬ 
vision.  Dr.  Whitaker  says  the  inadequacy  of  the  scavenging  of  Cleobury  is  becoming  more  and 
more  marked;  at  Highley  there  has  been  some  improvement,  though,  being  done  bv  a  corapanv 
and  not  by  the  Local  Authority,  it  is  not  so  comjilete  or  general  as  desirable.  At  Market 
Drayton  a  system  of  public  scavenging  is  under  consideration.  In  Oswestry  Rural  District  the 
Insjiector  has  proposed  a  scheme  for  the  scavenging  of  the  larger  villages  wLich  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  thinks  should  be  ado{)ted.  Dr.  Geiii;  rejiorted  that  a  public  system  of  scavenging  was 
desirable  for  Meole  Brace  but  the  scheme  has  not  been  proceeded  with. 

Dr.  Padwick  again  draws  attention  to  the  unsatisfactory  removal  of  ashes,  due  to  the  fact  that 
the  box  system  is  not  generally  adojited.  Dr.  Gejip  calls  attention  to  his  previous  reports  on  the 
defects  following  upon  a  want  of  .system  of  scavenging  in  Dawley.  The  need  of  a  better  svstem 
in  Wem  is  again  referred  to. 


At  Wt'iildck  (ex<'e])l  Madeley  Ward),  l{ish(>[)‘.s  ('aslle  and  l)a\\le\  the  s<'avenging  is  done  lyv  the 
occujriers.  At  Ludlow  the  mass  of  rel'use  in  the  Smithlield  is  reported  as  a  puhlic  nuisance  and  a 
danger  to  the  health  of  the  town.  The  refuse  in  Shrewshurv  is  tijjped  on  the  lowd\ing  ground 
in  the  horough  and  gives  rise  to  com|)iaints  in  warm  weather.  ])r.  Gejjp  advises  that  great  care 
should  he  taken  to  keep  the  refuse  well  covered  with  soil.  The  Council  has  from  time  to  time 
considered  the  (piestion  of  erecting  a  refuse  destructor,  hut  no  decision  has  been  arriverl  at.  d'here 
can  he  no  douhl  that  a  destructor  is  the  only  satisfactory  solution  of  the  difhcultv,  unless  a  site  w'ell 
removed  irom  houses  can  he  found  and  the  refuse  is  well  mixed  and  covered  w’ith  soil.  The  latter 
method,  il  carried  out  satisfactorily .  would  he,  as  a  rule,  more  expensive  than  disposal  liy  means  of 
a  destructor. 

i  he  general  adoption  of  the  water-carriage  system  is  recommended  for  Market  Drayton.  In 
several  of  the  LThan  Districts  conversions  of  old  privies  to  water-closets  are  taking  jilace. 


INSTLCTIOX 


OF  COW’SIlFdkS,  DAIUII-X 


I'^d’C.,  AND  DAIRY  CATTLF. 


With  re.gard  to  the  ins]iection  of  dairy  cattle  lor  tuherculoiis  disease  of  the  udder,  notliiiig  is 
being  done  in  the  county  with  the  e.xception  of  occasional  visits  of  Inspectors  from  Manchester  or 
Liverpool  on  account  of  tuberculous  milk  -wliichhas  been  sent  into  those  towns.  It  is  perhap.s  useless 
to  expect  any  action  in  this  direction  until  the  Royal  Commission  appointed  to  in(]uire  into  the 
transmission  of  bovine  tuberculosis  to  man  has  reported. 


The  very  important  matter  of  the  insirection  of  cowsheds  and  dairies  does  not  1  am  afraid  receive 
the  attention  it  should  have  in  the  (iounty'.  In  1900  no  less  than  9  Rural  Districts,  viz.  :  -Burford, 
Clun,  Ellesmere,  Drayton,  Newport,  Dswestry,  Teme,  W^ellington  and  Mem,  and  7  Urban  Ihstricts 
had  not  adojDted  regulations.  vSo  far  as  I  am  aware  only  one  of  these  (ihnrch  Stretton  Urban  District 
has  since  made  regulations.  But  the  making  of  regulations  is  an  initial  step  of  little  consequence 
if  they  are  not  enforced.  There  is  little  evidence  to  show  in  the  reports  of  the  Medical  Dlhcers  of 
Health  that  efficient  inspection  is  being  carried  out.  The  question  of  the  supply  of  clean  fresh  milk 
from  healthy  cows  is  of  great  national  importance.  No  other  food  can  satisfactorily  take  its  place, 
and  yet  there  is  no  other  food,  in  which  may  lurk  so  many  dangers.  Not  only  may  it  convey  scarlet 
fever,  typhoid  fever,  diphtheria,  infantile  diarrhoea,  and  tuberculosis,  but  in  a  sour  and  dirty 
condition  it  is  undoubtedly  responsible  for  many  of  the  minor  ailments  that  children  often  suffer 
from.  There  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  amount  of  milk  consumed  is  seriously  lessened  by  the 
feeling  that  it  may  convey  disease.  The  consum2ition  of  milk  would  j^robably  increase  greatly,  if 
the  public  were  assured  that  it  was  clean,  fi-esh,  and  olitained  from  healthy  cattle.  This  increased 
consunqAion  would  be  greatly  to  the  benefit  both  of  the  jiublic  and  the  farmers,  and  insj^ection  would 
once  more  prove  itself,  as  it  has  frequently  done  in  other  trades,  to  be  a  di.stinct  benefit  to  the  trade 
insi^ected. 


In  the  reiiort  of  the  ^fedical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  City  of  Manchester  are  paragraphs 
refen  ii’g  to  several  Sliro])shire  cowsheds,  and  condemning  their  sanitary  condition  and 
their  r.hsolnte  want  of  cleanliness.  Tliis  re])ort  deserves  the  most  careful  consideration  of  those 
sanitary  autliorilles  whose  districts  are  refen-ed  to.  In  my  re^^iorts  on  water  sn2)2ffies  T  have  jxunted 
out  the  enormous  manurial  waste  that  takes  ^duce  at  most  of  the  farms  and  the  consequent  jxfflution 
.of  water  siqiplies,  streams,  soil  and  also  the  surface  pollution  of  yards. 

rtf  equal  importance  with  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  farms  is  cleanliness  in  the  manipulation 
of  the  milk.  'Fins  can  only  be  attained  by  frequent  insiiection,  instructions  printed  and  otherwise 
lieing  given.  9'he  absolute  euforcement  of  the  recommendation  of  tlie  Ikq.'iartmental  Committee 
on  Food  Preservatives,  that  no  2'i'y‘'^t‘'''’i'ti ves  whatever  should  be  allowed  in  milk  would  do 
.something  to  induce  cleanliness  in  its  collection. 

The  proper  supervision  of  our  milk  siqiply  is  a  matter  which  probably  can  only  be  satisfactorily 
undertaken  by  some  more  central  autliority. 
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Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 


The  Chief  Coiist:il)le  lias  kindly  furnished  me  with  particulars  of  samples  taken  during  the  year 
1902  by  the  Gninty  Police.  These  samples  do  not  include  those  taken  in  the  Boroughs  of 
Shrewsbury  or  Wenlock.  The  legal  proceedings  include  those  taken  in  the  Borough  of  Wenlock. 


! 

'  Nature  of  Sample.  | 

1 

Number  of 
Samjdes 

Results. 

Remarks. 

taken  for 
Analysis. 

Genuine. 

Adulter¬ 

ated. 

Percentage 

Adulter¬ 

ated. 

Vbiskey 

, 

24 

19 

5 

21% 

4  Convictions  ;  fines  £1,  £1,  10/-,  £5 
and  costs  averaging  £1  Gs.  Gd. 
a  case. 

Brandy 

9 

G 

3 

33% 

4  Convictions  ;  fines  £3,  £1,  £1,  £2 
and  costs. 

Sum... 

12 

8 

4 

33% 

3  Convictions  ;  fines  £3,  £2,  5/2  and 
costs  averaging  £1  4s.  7d. 

liu  ... 

IG 

11 

5 

31% 

4  Conv'ictions ;  fines  £2,  £1,  5/2,  £2 
and  costs. 

Gutter 

30 

cc 

CM 

2 

7% 

2  Convictions  ;  fines  £3,  £3  and 
costs  averaging  £2  8s.  Od. 

^ard  . 

15 

14 

1 

0% 

1  Conviction  ;  fined  £2  and  costs. 

linger 

20 

20 

... 

... 

^epper 

22 

22 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

2  Convictions  ;  fines  £2,  £2  and  costs 

Boffee 

14 

12 

2 

14% 

Jilk  . 

10 

33 

7 

17% 

5  Convictions  ;  fines  8  6,  £1,  £10, 
£1,  £1  and  costs,  averaging 
£1  Os.  7d.  ;  one  case  withdrawn 
and  one  case  dismissed. 

•.lustard 

;i 

■) 

1 

33% 

Case  dismissed. 

Oatmeal 

17 

17 

.  .  » 

Arrowroot  ... 

5 

5 

... 

... 

Total . 

227 

197 

30 

13% 

The  number  of  samples  taken  and  the  number  of  convictions  obtained  are  considerably  in 
excess  of  either  of  the  two  prex'ious  years.  The  percentage  of  adulteration  is  A'ery  considerable, 
but  as  this  percentage  depends  to  a  great  extent  upon  the  skill  with  which  the  samples  are 
chosen,  one  must  be  careful  in  drawing  conclusions  Seven  adidterated  samples  of  milk  out 
of  40  is  certainly  a  large  number,  and  indicates  the  necessity  for  very  careful  supervision 
of  the  milk  sujiply.  Xo  legislation  has  yet  followed  on  the  re})ort  of  the  Departmental 
Committee  on  Food  Preser\'atives.  Probably  on  this  account  no  samples  have  been  taken 
for  examination  for  preservatives.  It  is  veiy  desirable,  however,  that  samples  should  be 
taken  from  time  to  time  for  this  purpose,  and  that  proceedings  be  instituted  in  those 
cases  where  preser\’ati\es  are  used  so  as  to  contraA'ene  the  law  as  it  at  present  stands. 

In  the  Borough  of  Shrewsbury  50  samples  were  taken  under  this  Act,  and  G  were 
found  to  be  adulterated.  Proceedings  in  4  cases  were  either  dismissed  or  withdrawn. 
In  the  remaining  two  cases  (butter  adidterated  with  90  per  cent  of  foreign  fat)  tines  of 
£10  were  imposed. 
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FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

I  pointed  out  in  my  last  Annual  Report  ver\  Kriell)  the  duties  that  are  imjjosed  upon  the 
Sanitar\  Authorities  aiul  their  Officers  by  the  Factories  and  W'orkshojjs  Act,  1901. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  now  required,  in  his  Annual  Report,  to  report  on  the 
administration  of  the  Act  with  regard  to  worksht)ps  and  work-places,  and  to  forward  a  copy  of  the 
report  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  d'he  report  should  deal  with  (i)  sanitation  of  workshops  and 
work-places;  (2)  bakehouses;  (3)  home  work  and  other  matters  that  have  received  attention. 

The  duties  of  the  District  Council  are  briePn  :  — 

(1)  To  keep  a  register  and  take  steps  to  make  it  complete. 

(2)  To  receive  lists  of  home  workers  in  certain  classes  of  workshops  and  see  that  the 

provisions  relating  to  home  workers  are  carried  out. 

(3)  With  regard  to  workshops  the  District  Council  is  res^Jonsible  for:  — 

(i)  '1  he  sanitary  condition,  including  (a)  cleanliness,  ( i? )  ventilation,  (c)  air 
space,  (d)  drainage  of  floors,  (ej  sanitary  accommodation*  ;  (2)  provision  of  means  of 
escape  from  fire  (also  for  factories);  (3)  special  sanitar\  regulations  for  retail  bake¬ 
houses  ;  (4)  home  work.  Wdth  the  exception  of  tire  escapes  these  are  sanitary 
matters  which  should  come  under  the  direct  cognizance  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health. 

There  are  two  important  jwovisions  relating  to  underground  bakehouses  (i)  that  no  under¬ 
ground  bakehouse  shall  be  used  unless  so  used  at  the  passing  of  this  Act  ;  (2)  that  after  January 
ist,  1904,  no  underground  bakehouse  shall  be  used  unless  certified  by  the  District  Council  as 
suitable. 

The  Act  in  some  of  the  districts  has  not  received  much  attention.  The  fact  that  it  has 
only  been  in  operation  for  one  year  and  that  in  manv  districts  it  has  little  application  probably 
accounts  for  this  to  a  great  extent.  It  is  very  improbable,  however,  that  there  are  any  districts  in 
which  there  are  no  workshops  or  work-places  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act. 

In  the  reports  of  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health  for  the  following  districts  there  is  no  mention 
of  the  Act: — Oswestry  Urban  and  Rural,  and  the  Rural  Districts  of  Bridgnorth.  Burford,  Teme 
and  Wellington.  There  is  no  mention  of  a  register  being  kept  by  the  Rural  District  Councils  of 
Bridgnorth  and  Chirbury.  It  is  specificially  mentioned  that  no  register  has  been  kept  of  the  workshops 
in  the  Urban  Districts  of  Church  Stretton,  Newport  and  Wellington.  In  Uudlow  Rural  District  a 
report  on  workshops  and  bakehouses  is  to  be  laid  before  the  Council. 

It  is  hardlv  to  l)e  expected  that  in  such  a  short  time  the  Act  would  be  efficiently  administered, 
but  the  most  important  matter  in  the  initial  stages  is  to  get  a  full,  accurate  and  descriptive  register. 
Most  of  the  matters  under  the  heading  of  sanitation  of  workshops  can  be  dealt  with  on  lines 
which  have  been  laid  down  and  therefore  present  no  special  difficulty.  It  is  not  so,  however,  with 
regard  to  ventilation.  The  Home  Office  has  given  no  indication  as  to  what  they  consider  satisfac¬ 
tory  ventilation  as  ap])lied  to  workshops.  A  standard  td'  ventilation  judged  by  the  amount  of 
carbonic  acid  in  the  air  of  the  workshop  has  been  recommended  by  a  Departmental  ('ommittee, 
but  this  rec(jmmendation  has  not  hitherto  been  followed  by  legislation.  It  therefore  devolves  upon 
each  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  fix  a  standard  for  himself. 

Details  of  the  inspection  of  workshops  will  be  found  in  the  accompanying  table. 

d'he  notices  were  practically  all  complied  with  and  no  legal  jjroceerlings  were  taken.  Only 
one  list  of  out-workers  has  been  received  according  to  sec.  107.  Occupiers  of  factories  and  work- 
shojjs  appear  to  have  neglected  their  duties  under  this  section  and  no  doubt  the  attention  of  those 
concerned  will  be  drawn  to  this  omission.  In  only  one  instance  was  a  notice  received  from  H.M. 
Inspector  of  I'actories  and  in  six  instances  notices  were  sent  to  him  by  the  Local  Authority  (Dawle\). 

*  Tbe  District  Conncil  is  nlso  responsil)le  for  the  Saiiitiry  Accunimodation  of  Factories  where  sec.  ‘22  of  the 

I’liblic  Health  Acts  Ainenchnent  Act,  1890,  is  in  force. 


IV. 


Eecord  of  Sanitary  Work  done  during  the  Year  1902. 

Table  shows  the  work  done  by  the  various  Sanitary  Inspectors  ;  the  Returns  are  made  on  a  uniform  plan  as  far  as  possible. 
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PAKTICULA.RS  OF  SaNITAKY  MatTEBS  REFERRED  TO 
IN  THE  ABOVE  NoTICE. 
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▼  r  v-  ♦fpi**- 

**■  it  ,  'V -f  *■*’*,- il^If  '  ’ 


■r-ifr  ' 

r  w 


1  •  %  i 


-  1  '♦  t 

t  :  t 


,  *.-  iV  T,M TIK#**  - 


'j; ; t  i, ■  i  ^i''®  •  •■' 

T»f  ■  •---  ,  |.  f  ^  .  -f  ' _  *  .c  •».  • 


-%  :- ^  •«’5v  ^ "riixuiW'tA 

’  r-n, 


*** 
.;  -t 


m. 


jfw 


•  I  .  ♦ 

L  I  ! 


JkW'i  •  »^Jh0UL-  '  ''t*' 

•*’'  ■  tM  t'  -M  ^ 


41"  ^ 


;  -.' »,.*r  .*Vr  . 

gpp '1  ipl’- *‘.  *'  »T  *  w  >>  iv  ,  v',  iw*. 


.tromtfiQ  4M«>t 


.N 


<j 

I  .  * 


>J;A»  ■  {if 


‘  <l|,  >» 

.>  .,  ?  ■*< ;;  -.  <•  ♦:.  |..f .,  .;■ 

ttrStf^^nwi  fpK  •>•  ,.  ■  »^|.-  '^. 

■■•^nWr  ,.  hf  )  .  ,  .,  ■  '  r';  ,  -#►  k 

•p  ,  .  2.  ^  ».  u. ’.^IT'  .'n' 

"  »  .»■  ’.,  *  ».  ‘  •  '■  .  w  T  . 

r^,  *  ’  I 

.1  .  1.  •  0"  .  ,  •  ■  .  -• 

'■■jr  ^1  '  >■  ^  »»:t  '  ..  •  ..>^4 

j.^  \  ■  ^.  »  4i  ,  ..  fi  'f  »4?*<  '  •<•<  '♦.-  V 

■  •':>■■  '-  ^  ,  If,:  AbjjmtttMtfp 

F-»  tv  .1.  ■  »  K-  'I  -*'*'.  (Wi;.  t^r-  . 

..  3 

t*  »  ^,1 ..  '■*  *!  «f  *  (^■‘  mui  ..  7?!. 

T,  |-  /f  '  <ii‘  ■  »■  -■).  ,,-  f  ifii  ■tr'#  '  .4;r<  V 

iff.  Mt  .  wi  ">i  -#»  *i.-  f<i  _  ,  .ywp^^ 

'  (..  v-.Q  .-  ,  ^-1-  tt  •  mH  ,.' 


•  .-  ^-<5: — 


■if,’ 


1  .,  .  -  Q  *  -  ,  -••  ■»  pH-' 

fr<  Citirl '*'*  -  » J/i '  ll  •ft'i.i'i  H#r,>i  '  Ut^' 


'/P 


f| 


4«>4-.;i  -  Ml  I  -I  pgr. jilft-y*  i  ■  ■'  »■■«-' !■■ 


fV  ..' 


"■*«»  V 


;3i 

The  following  iigures,  taken  from  the  ('ensns  Returns,  gives  the  number  of  persons  engaged  in 
trades  which  are  commonb  carried  on  in  workshoi)s.  These  form  the  bulk  of  the  persons  who  are 
affected  b\  the  Factories  and  Workshops  Act  as  administered  by  the  Sanitary  Authorities:  — 


Urban 

Districts. 

Rural  Districts. 

Male. 

Female. 

Male. 

Female. 

Blacksmiths  and  Strikers 

665 

5 

861 

8 

Cabinet  Makers  and  ('arpenters  and  Joiners. . , 

”51 

26 

1045 

4 

Tailors 

504 

100 

263 

34 

.Milliners,  Dressmakers  and  Seamstresses 

— 

1673 

— 

1090 

Boot  and  Shoemakers  ... 

434 

2  r 

434 

1 1 

In  the  whole  (.'ount\  :  — 

Bakers 

.Male. 

547 

Female. 

4 

M  heelwrights 

481 

— 

Some  of  the  above,  however,  may  be  engaged  in  factories  and  thus  not  come  under  the 
Sanitarv  Authorities. 

INSPECTION. 

On  Table  IV  is  a  summary  of  the  sanitaiy  wcjrk  carried  out  in  the  various  districts. 

No  returns  have  been  received  for  Burford,  Teme,  and  Welhngton  (Urban  District). 

The  number  of  liouses  inspected  was  considerably  greater  than  in  1901.  No  doubt  this  result 
was  dxre  to  the  adoption  of  a  house-to-house  insjxection  in  many  districts. 

In  the  Rural  District  of  Wellington,  with  2,500  inhabited  houses,  only  85  were  inspected  ;  and 
in  the  Rural  District  of  Wem,  with  1,800  inhabited  houses,  only  36  were  inspected. 

Dr.  Whitaker  reports  a  much  more  comprehensive  inspection  of  the  Ellesmere  Rural  District. 
He  also  refers  in  his  report  on  Oakengates  to  the  desirability  of  appointing  a  veterinary  surgeon  or  a 
responsible  retired  butcher  to  safeguard  the  meat  supply. 

Assistance  is  recommended  for  the  iSanitary  Inspector  of  Whitchurch  Urban  District. 

:\IIDWIVE8  ACT,  1902. 

This  Act  came  itito  force  on  Ajtril  1st,  1903.  I  have  already  given  a  short  epitome  of  the  Act, 
and  it  is  only  necessary  here  to  point  out  briefly  the  duties  of  the  Local  Sujtervising  Authority 
which  in  Counties  is  primarily  the  County  Council. 

(1)  The  first  duty  is  to  give  due  tiotice  of  tlie  effect  of  the  Act  to  persons  using  the  title  of 

midwife.  In  order  to  do  this  efficiently,  I  liave  obtained  a  fairly  complete  list  of  the  midwives 
in  the  County,  xvho  will  be  communicated  with  wdien  the  rules  are  issued.  This  list  has 
been  obtained  by  the  helj)  of  the  Medical  Pi-actitioners  of  the  County,  xvhom  I  wish  to  take 
this  opportunity  of  thanking. 

(2)  To  keep  a  register  up  to  date  of  all  midwives  jjractising  in  the  Coitnty,  to  notify  all  changes  to 

the  Central  Midwives  Board  and  to  repoil  to  that  Board  all  midwives  convicted  of  an  offence. 

(3)  To  receive  and  act  upon  all  notifications  by  itiidwives  laid  down  in  the  rules.  These 

notifications  arc  of 

(1)  iJeaths  occurring  before  the  arrival  of  a  medical  jtractitioner. 

(2)  Still-births. 

(3)  Puerperal  fever,  and  other  iid'ectious  diseases. 

(-1)  Cojty  of  record  of  sending  for  medical  help. 

(4)  To  exercise  a  general  su]tervisioii  ovei-  midwives  and  to  cause  inspections  to  be  made  with 

regard  to  matters  laid  down  in  the  rules. 

(5)  To  investigate  all  charges  of  malpractice  and  report. 

(6)  To  suspend  midwives  when  it  is  necessary  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infection. 


;^2 

RAINFALL. 


I  have  extraeled  from  the  “  British  Rainfall,”  1901  and  1902,  a  suiniuary  of  the  rainfall  at  40 
Shropshire  stations. 


STATIONS. 

Rain  Gauge. 

Ifepth  of  Rain. 

Days  on  wliicli 
-()!  or  more 

1  fell  in  1902. 

Diameter 

Height 

above 

Ground. 

Height 
above 
Sea  Level. 

H)01. 

1 

1902. 

SllhORSHlRF. 

ft.  in. 

feet. 

inches. 

inches. 

Ludlow  t Ashford)  Rev.  J.  Selwood  Tanner  ... 

5 

;  1  2 

2G5 

22-52 

1  24-GO 

178 

,,  (Ashford  House) 

5 

:  0  5 

i  315 

25-8G 

28-99 

202 

,,  (The  Sheet) 

5 

1  0 

370 

23-49 

28-07 

177 

Bromfield  (Priors  llalton) 

5 

i  1  0 

300 

2()-G3 

30-31 

171 

,,  (Oakley  Park) 

5 

1  0 

300 

21 -GO 

28-33 

211 

,,  Vicarage 

5 

1  0 

300 

24-83 

27-71 

174 

Clunljurv  Vicarage 

5 

1  0 

497 

27-89 

29-33 

143 

Craven  Arms  (Stokesay  Vicarage) 

5 

1  0 

371 

28-33 

29-25 

170 

Bishop’s  Castle  (Totterton) 

5 

0  7 

700 

29-17 

29-27 

.  .  . 

,.  „  (Castle  Street) 

.5 

2  0 

720 

30-71 

29-00 

185 

„  „  (Cabin)  . 

5 

0  9 

810 

30-Gl 

30-05 

•  .  • 

,,  ,,  (Lvdham  Manor) 

•  •  • 

10  6 

740 

•  • 

31-33 

•  •  • 

Bridgnorth  (Coton  Hall) 

5 

1  0 

4G0 

23-37 

2G-1G 

172 

Church  Stretton,  Rev.  R.  P.  Ifansev  ... 

5 

1  0 

645 

32-80 

34-05 

200 

Bridgnorth  (Hooktield  House)  ... 

5 

0  11 

23-38 

26-01 

199 

,,  (Cantreyn  Bank)  ... 

6 

3  9 

320 

24-95 

28-07 

149 

,,  (Aldenham  Park)  ... 

5 

3  9 

430 

24-35 

20-85 

151 

Church  Stretton  (Preen  Manor) 

5 

1  0 

700 

2G-41 

25-70 

175 

,,  ,,  (Woolstastonj 

5 

1  0 

800 

29-G3 

30-51 

190 

Much  Wenlock  (Willey  Park)  ... 

5 

1  0 

502 

25  87 

27-09 

191 

Ponteshiirv  (Somerville) 

5 

1  G 

355 

24-G9 

23-04 

147 

Minsterley  (HauijJton  Hall) 

1  0 

G30 

30-04 

27-85 

.  .  . 

„  (Wallop)  . 

8 

1  3 

700 

3G-21 

33-19 

191 

Shifnal  (Hatton  Grange) 

f) 

4  4 

2G1 

24-78 

20-33 

204 

„  (Neachley) 

5 

1  G 

280 

2G-05 

20-39 

201 

,,  (Haughton  Hall) 

5 

;i  0 

355 

21-22 

27-02 

149 

Shrewshurv  (4’he  Ahl)ev  House) 

s 

1  3 

171 

21-11 

20-1)0 

102 

,,  W.  Cdiai)pie  Fddtnves,  Escp 

8 

I  3 

174 

25-34 

23-20 

... 

„  (High  field)  . 

1 

1  G 

250 

23-  IS 

23-03 

110 

,,  (Roden) 

208 

23-53 

22-28 

105 

,,  (Fitz  Ucctorv) 

f) 

1  2 

238 

.  .  . 

23-72 

218 

(Fitz  MaiKU’) 

0 

1  4 

253 

21-99 

23-40 

213 

Newj)ort  (Aston  Hall)  ... 

5 

0  9 

280 

21-39 

25-54 

180 

,,  (Fdgmond)  . 

1  0 

2G1 

25-G7 

21-75 

202 

Wem  ('I'he  Clive  Vicarage) 

5  ' 

1  0 

2!)9 

2G- 1 1 

22-00 

238 

,,  (Tlie  Rectory) 

5 

1  0 

270 

27-G5 

24-97 

245 

Cheswardine  (Knighton  Res.)  ... 

8 

0  3 

351 

30-G3 

25-81 

189 

Oswestry  (4’he  Mount  Reservoirs) 

5 

1  0 

G98 

31-GG 

37-50 

109 

Market  Hrayton  (Buntingsdalej  . 

8 

3  0 

27G 

29-22 

24-03 

... 

Fllesmere  ('I'he  Gi’ange) 

5 

0  10 

.  .  . 

•  •  ♦ 

20-29 

... 

TABLE  V. 


'I'he  following  table  gives  particulars  of  the  Rainfall  during  1902,  based  on 
reliable  observations  in  two  parts  of  the  County. 


WOOLSTASTON 

KECTORY,  SALOP. 

THE  CORPORATION  GAUGE, 
SHREWSBURY. 

nMaoietei'  of  Funnel,  5  inches. 

-  TT  •  1  *  )  Above  Ground,  1  ft. 

Gau(;e.  Height  '  ’ 

of  Top.  j  Level,  800  ft. 

Rain 

Gauge. 

Diameter  of  Funnel,  8  inches. 

Height  ( Ground,  1ft.  3in. 
of  Top.  ]  j^ijQyg  gga  Level,  173  ft. 

VtoNTH. 

Total 

Depth 

Greatest  Fall  in 
‘24  Honrs. 

1 

Number 
of  (lays 
on 

which  -01 
or  more 

Total 

Depth. 

1 

Greatest  Fall  in 
'  24  hours. 

1 

Number 
of  days 
on 

which  -01 
or  more 

1  Corres¬ 
ponding 
Total 
Depth, 
1901. 

1 

Inches. 

Depth 

!  Date. 

fell. 

Inches. 

Depth. 

[  Date. 

Rain 

fell. 

Jnnuary 

1-.51 

•20 

27 

14 

•78 

•25 

! 

4 

1-73 

February 

•03 

•34 

26 

13 

•90 

•20 

•26 

8 

1-30 

llarch 

l-5‘2 

•72 

14 

11  ! 

1-23 

•67 

14 

6 

2-43 

.4pril 

•2-74 

•70 

23 

12 

2-09 

•87 

23 

5 

1-99 

^lay 

3-37 

•63 

17 

22 

2-68 

*50 

31 

11 

•79 

.Tune 

2-04 

•83 

16 

17 

2-26 

•81 

20 

11 

2-70 

•Tuly 

1-51 

•37 

25 

i 

•98 

•3b 

25 

8 

4 -79 

August 

0-13 

1-66 

7 

24 

4-55 

1-03 

17 

13 

1-49 

September  .  . 

1-03 

-46 

10 

17 

1-51 

•48 

10 

0 

•87 

October 

3-27 

1-25 

0 

20  1 

2-54 

•95 

0  ; 

1-97 

Movember  . 

2  40 

•50 

8 

16 

1-87 

•48 

8 

0 

1-32 

Oecember  .. 

•2-14 

•40 

14 

15  ’ 

1 

1-78 

•47 

30 

!) 

3-06 

Total 

30-51 

i 

19() 

23-26 

! 

104 

25-34 

I»art  II. 

il.l>str*£i.cts,  etc.  of  il.n.ixua.1  ¥^ef>o]:*ts  of  tlxe 
Medica^l  Of¥icex*s  of  H[e£i.ltl:i.  fox*  tKe 

va,x*ious  Distx*icts. 

ATCHAM  (Rural). 

i\lcdical  O^lJiccr  of  Health  ...  M.  Gepp,  l.r.c.p.e..  d.p.h. 

Area  in  acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  125,207 

Fopnlation  at  Census  igoi  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  20.895 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4>,V9 

Number  of  persons  per  house  .....  ...  ...  ...  4.8 

General  Character  oi  the  District. 

“  The  District  is  a  very  large  oue  soire  22  miles  in  length  by  some  14  iu  extreme  breadth,  its  area 
“being  125,207  acres.  The  River  Severn  runs  through  it  from  North  West  to  South  Ea.st  dividing  it  into 
“  two  parts,  of  which  the  Northern  and  smaller  part  is  continuous  with  the  Midland  plain,  on  the  New 
“Red  Sandstone.  The  general  elevation  of  this  part  is  from  200  to  300  feet,  O.D.  The  Southern  snd 
“  larger  pait  is  more  elevated,  rising  gradually  from  the  river,  Southward  and  Westward,  from  200  to 
“  some  000  feet,  O.D.,  with  considerably  greater  elevations  on  the  hillsides  forming  the  Western  and 
“Southern  borders.  The  Geological  formation  of  this  pait  is  broken  and  diverse.  The  hills  are  the 
“  outliers  of  the  Cambrian  and  Silurian  ranges  of  Wales  and  Shropshire,  and  these  formations  project 
“  into  the  District.  There  are  also  detached  but  considerable  exposures  of  the  Coal  measures,  and  of  the 
“Permian  Rel  Sandstone.  There  is  iu  both  parts  a  variable,  but  genei ally  considerable,  thickness  of  drift 
“  overlying  the  strata.  The  drainage  is  on  both  sides  to  the  Severn,  by  numerous  small  tributary  streams.” 

“  The  District  is  entirely  rural  in  character,  for  the  most  part  fertile  and  highly  cultivated,  and 
“  supporting  a  comparativ'ely  large  agricultural  population,  distributed  iu  numerous  important  villages,  in 
“  smaller  hamlets,  and  largely  also  in  scattered  isolated  dwelling  houses.  The  density  of  population  is 
“  equal  to  about  108  persons  to  the  square  mile.  A  few  Coalmines  are  worked  around  Hanwood,  but 
“  many  parts  of  the  small  Coaltields  are  abandoned.’’ 

Statistics. 

The  population  in  the  middle  of  1902  is  estimated  at  20,880,  and  after  correction  lor  institutions 
at  19,910.  The  natural  increase  during  the  year  was  52  (e.xcluding  the  deaths  in  institutions 
belonging  to  other  districts,  the  increase  is  207.) 


Period. 

Death-rates  per  1000  population  from 

Infant 
Death- 
rate  per 
1000 
Births. 

Birth 

rate. 

All 

Causes. 

Seven 

Chief 

Zymotic 

Diseases. 

Epidemic 

[nfluenza. 

Phthisis. 

Other 

Tubercular 

Diseases. 

Bronchitis 

and 

Pneumonia. 

Heart 

Diseases. 

Cancer. 

l-,)02 

13  7 

•30 

•00 

1  35 

'1  0 

1-9 

1-7 

M 

70 

24- 1 

1895  to  1901 

15-3 

_ 

.. 

00 

24-8 

The  birth-rate  was  below  the  rate  for  Rural  England.  I'he  Zymotic  death-rate  was  due  to  i  death 
from  scarlet  fever,  i  from  whoo[)ing  cough,  3  from  diphtheria,  and  i  Irom  diarrhma. 

'The  rate  from  influenza  was  raised  by  5  deaths  in  the  County  Asylum,  where  the  disease  was  verv 
prevalent  during  the  year. 

Infectious  Disease. — One  case  of  small-pox,  36  of  scarlet  fever,  25  of  diphtheria,  i  of  enteric  fever, 
and  12  of  erysipelas  were  notified. 


The  case  of  sniall-[)(^x  arose  ai  a  lannlioiise  in  June,  removed  lo  Shrewsbury,  and  was  dealt  with 
there.  I'lie  house  was  disinfected,  and  the  contacts  mostly  revaccinated,  ^(.arlei  J'ever.  'I'here  was 
no  serious  epidemic  prevalence  during  the  year.  At  Herrington  and  Condover  there  were  small  out¬ 
breaks  necessitating  closure  of  the  schools.  iAp/iiheria.  Thirteen  of  the  25  cases  occurred  from 
March  to  October  at  .\tcham.  The  source  of  infection  was  obscure,  but  pointed  to  prolonged  infection 
in  a  child  returning  to  school,  and  the  infection  was  probably  principally  spread  by  mild,  unsuspected 
cases  .\n  extraordinary  outbreak  occurred  in  a  farmhouse  at  Alberbury.  Four  persons  were  attacked, 
one  of  whom  had  had  two  previous  attacks  in  the  same  year,  another  two  attacks  in  the  previous  year, 
and  a  third,  one  [irevious  attai  k  in  the  same  year',  k'ourteen  elementary  schools  were  closed  during  the 
year,  on  account  of  infectious  disease. 

Hospital  Isolation.-  There  is  no  isolation  hospital.  An  arrangement  for  a  tent  for  small-pox  was 
made  but  a  site  was  irot  secured.  For  general  isolation  purposes  combined  action  with  the  help  of  the 
County  {'ouircil  is  desirable. 

Disinfection.  A  steam  disinfector  would  be  part  of  the  e<iuipment  of  a  well-organized  hospital, 
'l  ire  Sanitary  Inspector  is  empowered  to  employ  air  assistant  to  disinfect  houses  where  it  cannot  be 
left  to  the  householder  Disinfection  is  by  spraying. 

Vaccination  is  carried  nut  efficiently. 

House  Accommodation  generally  adequate  in  amount.  Many  are  too  small  for  occupants  and  are 
often  badly  lighted,  ventilated  and  damp.  'I'here  ;ire  not  sufficient  new  houses  built  to  replace  these. 
A  house  to  house  inspection  is  in  progress.  Pontesbury  Hill,  on  which  Dr.  Gepp  has  reported  before, 
is  the  part  of  the  district  in  which  better  housing  conditions  ai'e  most  generally  needed. 

Overc.  oivding. — The  Shropshire  Census  'Fables  show  a  somewhat  higher  proportion  of  small 
houses  than  in  the  rural  districts  of  the  County  generally.  'Fhe  figures  reveal  the  necessity  for  investi¬ 
gation  and  subsequent  action. 

Hew  Buildings. — Bye-laws  are  in  force  in  certain  parts  of  the  district. 

.Sewera'.^e  and  Drainage.  -  Meole  Brace  by  piped  sewers,  with  manholes  for  flushing  and  shaft 
ventilators,  on  to  land  ;  Dorrington  by  piped  sewers,  ventilated  by  two  shafts,  on  to  meadow  land  ; 
Pontesbury  village  by  three  lengths  of  main  sewers,  part  on  to  land  and  part  into  the  brook  ;  Minsteiley 
by  sewers  mostly  pipes,  on  to  grass  land.  A  scheme  for  sewering  Cressage  has  been  given  up  owing  to 
opposition  of  the  Parish  Council  on  the  score  of  cost.  A  blocked  sewer  recently  opened  was  found 
to  be  quite  unfit  for  the  conveyance  of  sewage.  'I'he  better  sewerage  of  Pontesbury  village  and  the 
better  disposal  of  the  sewage  might  with  advantage  be  considered. 

Excrement  Disposal.  —  In  Meole  Brace  there  are  a  considerable  number  of  water  closets.  Else¬ 
where  except  for  larger  houses  there  are  mostly  p'ivies  with  underground  vaults  number  of  these 
are  being  dealt  with,  each  year  but  there  is  still  much  to  be  done. 

Removal  i>f  House  Refuse  is  done  by  the  householders.  'Fhe  Medical  Officer  of  Health  reported 
that  a  public  system  was  desirable  for  Meole  Brace.  The  scheme  was  not  [rroceeded  with  on  account 
of  the  cost 

IVatcr  Supply.  —  A  considerable  amount  of  work  has  been  done  by  the  Council  and  large  property 
owners  in  improving  the  water  supplies  of  the  district.  The  construction  and  situation  of  pi'ivate  wells 
yielding  subsoil  water  is  here  as  elsewhere  radically  objectionable.  Good  subsoil  water  is  lor  the  most 
part  readily  obtainable.  Repairs  and  improvements  have  been  made  to  a  considerable  number  of  wells 
and  pumps  during  the  year. 

In  connection  with  the  outbreak  of  diphtheria  at  Atcham,  Dr.  Gepp  analysed  samples  of  water 
from  the  five  principal  wells.  'I’hree  of  them  were  found  to  be  unsafe  for  drinking  purposes,  one  of  a 
doubtful  quality  and  one  probably  safe  unless  liable  to  flooding  from  the  river  .Ml  the  waters  e.xcept 
one  showed  fairly  good  soil  filtration.  Means  for  improving  the  waters  were  pointed  out.  'Fhe 
recornrnendations  made  in  the  last  Annual  Report  concerning  the  water  supplies  of  Habbericy, 
Hanwood  Bank  and  Pontesbury  Hill,  still  stand  open  for  action.  Plans  for  the  supply  of  Meole  Brace 
and  Br.yston  Hill  have  been  completed. 
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Sfaui^hter  Houses,  Co'ivshcds  and  —These  are  looked  after  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector, 

tinder  the  bye-laws  and  regulations.  Bye-laws  relating  to  Slaughter  houses  are  in  force  in  certain  parts 
of  the  district 

Fiulory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901. — There  are  57  workshops  on  the  register  and  on  insjiection 
they  were  found  to  be  in  good  or  fair  condition.  There  are  6  Bakehouses.  An  inspection  is  now 
being  made  by  direction  of  the  District  Council. 


BISHOP’S  CASTLE  (Urban). 

Medical  Opjicer  of  Health  ...  M.  Gepp,  l.r.c.p.e.,  d.p.h. 

Area  ni  acres 

Population  at  Census  igoi  ... 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  . 

Number  of  persons  per  house 

Physical  b  catures  and  General  Character  of  the  District. 

“  The  Borough  compiises  1,867  ncies  of  agricultural  land,  and  forms  an  area  some  three  miles  in  length, 
“  by  a  mean  breadth  of  about  1  mile,  having  the  small  town  of  Bishop’s  Castle  about  tlie  centre.  The 
“  elevation  varies  from  about  500  feet  O.D.  in  the  valley  at  the  south-east  end,  to  1000  feel  or  more  in  the  hill 
“  country,  forming  the  north-west  end.  The  town  lies  on  a  slope  rising  out  of  the  valley,  the  main  street  rising 
“  steeply  from  about  600  feet  to  700  feet  O.D.,  and  the  houses  are  placed  on  either  side  of  the  street,  and  about 
‘‘  the  crest  of  the  hill  above  it.  The  sub-soil  is  the  Wenlock  and  Ludlow  Beds  of  Upper  Silurian  age.  The 
“  natural  drainage  is  from  north  and  west  to  south  and  east  hy  small  streams,  the  district  lying  upon  the 
“  watershed  of  the  Teme.  In  the  town  some  small  streamlets  have  been  culverted  about  the  foot  of  the  hill, 
and  are  practically  sewers.  Outside  the  town  proper,  the  area  is  very  sparsely  populated.  The  town  is  a 
market  town.” 

Statistics. 

The  natural  increase  of  population  during  the  year  was  17.  The  pojuilation,  estimated  to  the 
middle  of  the  year  and  corrected  for  institutions,  was  1,350.  This  is  the  population  on  which  the 
statistics  are  based. 


1,867 

U378 

354 
3  9 


Death-rates  per  1000  population  from 

Infant 
death- 
rate  per 
1000 
Births. 

Period. 

All 

Causes. 

Seven 

Chief 

Zymotic 

Diseases. 

Epidemic 

Influenza. 

Phthisis. 

Other  Bronchitis 

Tubercular  and 

Diseases.  '  Pneumonia. 

Heart 

Diseases. 

Cancer. 

Birth¬ 
rate  . 

1902 

•2M 

•0 

•0 

2*2 

1-5  5-2 

22 

2*2 

60 

.87  0 

1897  to  1801 

19  0 

108 

23-8 

The  statistics  illustrate  the  fact  that  large  variations  in  the  death-rates  of  small  populations  may 
take  {ilace  from  year  to  year  without  having  any  special  signilicance.  The  rates  from  phthisis,  other 
tuberculous  diseases,  bronchitis  and  pneumonia,  and  cancer  were  abnormallv  high. 


There  were  no  deaths  from  anv  of  the  common  zvmotii'  diseases. 
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Infectious  Disease. — Four  cases  ot'  scarlet  fever,  one  of  diphtheria,  one  of  enteric  fever  and  one 
of  erysipelas  were  notified.  One  of  the  cases  of  scarlet  fever  was  probably  imported,  and  the 
others  probably  arose  from  unrecognised  cases.  'I'he  origin  of  the  diphtheria  and  enteric  fever  was 
obscure. 

Hospital  Isolation. — An  isolated  cottage  has  been  obtained.  It  has  been  repaired  and  cleaned 
but  not  furnished. 

Disinfection  is  done  bv  the  occupier,  the  disiniectants  being  provided  by  the  Council. 

House  Accommodation. — Adequate  in  amount,  the  proportion  of  population  to  houses  being  low. 
Statistics  are  quoted  from  the  Shropshire  Census  'Fables  showing  that  with  one  or  two  notable 
exceptions  there  is  little  overcrowding.  The  houses  are  ohl  and  many  poorly  built  and  damp. 

'Fhe  space  about  houses  is  adequate  and  the  surroundings  fairly  clean.  There  is  much  room 

for  improvement  in  the  paving  and  draining  of  the  yards.  House-to-house  inspection  is  recom¬ 
mended  as  the  best  means  of  bringing  to  light  these  defec'ts. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. — The  centre  of  the  town  is  properly  sewered.  On  the  crest  of  the  hill 

are  stone  road-drains  acting  as  sewers  and  discharging  on  land  at  various  points.  At  the  bottom 

of  the  main  street  are  three  or  four  stone  sewers,  formed  by  cul verting  small  streams.  Their  out¬ 
fall  is  at  two  or  three  points  on  almost  level  ground  at  the  bottom  of  the  town  and  the  sewage  is 
disposed  of  by  irrigation.  On  inspection  last  summer  Dr.  Gepp  had  evidence  of  a  nuisance  where 
the  sewers  emerge  and  for  some  distance  below  the  town.  A  scheme  is  being  considered  for  the 
collection  of  the  sewage  and  its  treatment  at  one  outfall.  The  carrying  out  of  such  a  scheme  and 
the  replacing  of  stone  culverts  by  pipe  drains  will  allow  of  the  extension  of  the  water  carriage 
system  and  of  improved  drainage  of  the  houses. 

Excrement  Disposal. — Mostly  privies  with  underground  vaults,  but  a  number  of  water-closets. 
Many  of  the  privies  are  very  objectionable  from  their  situation  and  construction.  Three  privies 
were  converted  to  water-closets  during  the  year.  Scavenging  of  privies  and  household  refuse  is 
done  by  the  occupiers. 

Water  Supply. — The  town  supply  is  surface  water  from  uncultivated  land  in  hills  5  to  6  miles 
west  of  the  town.  There  is  a  storage  and  a  service  reservoir.  The  water  is  filtered  through  sand 
and  gravel  filters  in  duplicate.  This  supply  has  been  laid  on  to  5  houses  and  the  railway  station 
during  the  year.  There  are  still  a  few  houses  unsupplied. 

Bye-laws  are  in  force  relating  to  slaughter-houses,  common  lodging-houses,  prevention  of 
nuisances,  cleansing  of  privies,  and  also  regulations  relating  to  dairies  and  cowsheds.  There  are  4 
slaughter-houses  and  one  common  lodging-house. 

Factories  and  W orkshops. — There  are  35  woikshops  on  the  register.  Their  condition  was  found 
to  be  generally  satisfactory. 

Bakehouses,  5  on  the  register;  old  premises  and  in  some  <'ases  rough  and  ill  lighted — kept 
fairly  clean.  There  are  no  underground  bakehouses. 

BR[DGNORTH  (Urban), 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 

J.  C 

'.  PaDWICK,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

Area  in  acres 

3,018 

Population  at  Census  igoi  ... 

6,052 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 

1.300 

Number  of  persons  per  house  , , 

4.6 

;:.s 


Siatisiics. 

The  natural  inrrease  ol  the  population  during  the  \ear  was  26. 


Death-rates  per  1000  population  from 

Period. 

All 

Causes. 

Seven 

Chief 

Zymotic 

Diseases. 

Epidemic 

Influenza. 

Phthisis. 

Other 

Tubercular 

Diseases. 

Bronchitis 

and 

Pneumonia. 

Heart 

Diseases. 

Cancer. 

Deatli- 
rate  per 
1000 
Births. 

Birth¬ 

rate. 

1902. 

18-0 

l-O 

•49 

1-49 

•33 

3-0 

•82 

11 

150-7 

24  1 

1892-1901. 

16-3 

. . 

133-7 

25*0 

The  zymotic  death-rate  was  due  to  i  death  irom  measles,  5  from  whooping  cough,  i  from 
enteric  fever  and  3  from  diarrhoea.  The  infantile  mortality  was  considerahls  above  the  average. 

Infeciious  Diseases. — One  case  of  small  pox,  6  of  erysipelas,  10  of  .scarlet  fever  and  2  of  enteric 
fever  were  notifieol.  The  case  of  small-pox  was  probablx  introduced  from  Birmingham  Workhouse; 
he  was  admitted  to  the  Workhouse  and  afterwards  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

Disinfection  of  houses  is  carried  out  by  formalin,  the  floors  and  walls  being  afterwards  scrubbed 
with  carbolic  acid. 

Dr.  Padwick  advises  that  phthisis  be  made  notifiable. 

Sewage. — The  septic  tank  system  at  Cantern  has  been  working  for  a  year  satisfactorily. 

Removal  of  ashes  is  unsatisfactory — the  box  system  should  be  in  more  general  use. 

Water  supply  has  been  plentiful. 

The  factories,  workshops,  lodging-houses,  slaughter-houses,  dairies  and  cowsheds  have  been 
visited  and  founrl  satisfactory. 

BRIDGNORTH  (Rural). 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  ...  J.  C.  Padwick,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p. 

.irca  III  acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  .. 

Population  at  Census  nyoi  ...  ...  ...  ...  .  .  8,573 

A  umber  of  inhabited  houses  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  r,886 

A  limber  of  persons  per  house  ,,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4.5 

Statistics. 


Death-rates  per  1000  population  from 

1 

Infant 
Death- 
rate  per 
1000 
Births. 

Period.  -411 

Causes. 

Seven 

Chief 

Zymotic 

Diseases 

Epidemic 
Intliienz  i. 

Phthisis. 

Other 

Tubercular 

Diseases. 

Bronchitis 

and 

Pneumonia. 

Heart 

Diseases. 

Cancer. 

birth 

rate. 

1902  M-01 

•47 

•23 

•35 

•35 

1-16 

1-28 

•im 

88-3 

25  07 

1898  to  1901.  12-8 

•• 

lOH-5 

2r)-2 

The  natural  increase  during  the  year  was  112.  The  zsniotic  death-rate  conii)rised  2  deaths 
from  whooping  cough,  1  from  enteric  fever,  and  i  Irom  diarrhoea. 

Infections  Diseases. — 54  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  i  diphtheria,  i  enteric  fever,  i  puerperal  fever 
and  2  ervsipelas  were  notified.  Scarlet  fever  princijially  affected  the  parishes  of  Alveley,  Morville. 
Monkhoplon  and  Neenton,  and  necessitated  the  closing  of  these  schools.  Brockton  school  was 
closed  for  six  weeks  on  account  of  whooping  cough. 

Small-pox  Isolation. — An  emergenev  committee  was  appointed  and  it  was  decided  to  isolate 
anv  cases  that  might  occur,  in  their  own  homes  or  in  tents  or  other  Imildings  to  he  supplied  by 
the  committee. 

The  water  snpplv  has  been  good  and  plentiful  throughout  the  district.  Most  of  the  schools 
have  been  visited  and  found  to  be  in  a  satisfactor\  sanitary  condition. 

'I'he  dairies  and  cowhouses  have  been  visited  and  found  in  good  condition 

BURFORD  (Rural  ) 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  ...  F..  T.  Whitaker,  m.b.,  b.sc.,  d.p.h. 

Area  in  acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  "10^9 

Popnlation  at  Census  n)Oi  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  i)233 

i\ timber  of  inhabited  houses  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  263 

A'ninber  of  persons  pei  Jionse  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  5.2 

General  Character  of  the  District. 

The  district  is  the  smallest  of  the  lliiral  ilisti'icts  ill  the  Co  nity.  The  WTirkhouse  is  in  Tenbiu’y,  and 
there  is  a  small  Cottage  Hospitil.  There  are,  with  the  exception  of  two  b  ikehouses,  practically  no  places 
that  come  under  the  Factories  and  Workshops  Act.  One  farmer  is  registered  under  the  Dairies  Order. 

Vital  Statistics. 


Death-rates  per  1,000  population  from 


Period. 

All 

Causes. 

Seven 

Chief 

Zymotic 

Diseases. 

Epidemic 

Influenza. 

Phthisis. 

Other 

Tubercular 

Diseases. 

llronchitis 

and 

Pneumonia. 

Heart 

Diseases. 

Cancer. 

iniaui 

Death - 
late  per 
1000 
Births. 

Birth¬ 

rate. 

1902 

11-4 

•0 

•82 

■82 

•0 

•0 

•0 

•82 

88-2 

27-8 

1897  to  1901 

12  3 

•• 

90 

26-1 

The  population  is  estimated  at  1,220.  The  natural  increase  during  the  vear  was  17. 
There  were  no  deaths  from  the  common  infectious  diseases. 


Infections  Disease. — Seven  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  2  of  erysipelas  and  i  of  membranous  croup 
were  notified.  Five  of  the  cases  of  scarlet  fever  occurred  in  one  house,  into  which  the  disease 
was  probably  introduced  by  a  workman.  Lack  of  means  of  disinfection  of  garments  was  greatly 
felt.  For  the  isolation  of  small-pox  the  Council  is  advised  to  join  with  Tenburv  and  Cleobur}'. 
Reference  is  made  to  the  1901  Annual  Rejiort  with  regard  to  isolation  and  disinfection. 

General  Sanitary  Condition. — Housing  accommodation  is  fairly  good.  Drainage  is  an  individual 
matter  and  has  not  given  rise  to  any  conditions  requiring  special  action. 

Water  Supply. — Xo  analyses  have  been  made  of  the  wells  indicated  as  calling  for  inquir)-. 
There  have  been  no  complaints  of  shortage. 
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CHIRBURY 

(Rural). 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

J.  RaVNOR-HaTFIELD,  1..R.C.P. 

A rea  in  acres 

27.045 

Population  at  Census  iQOi  ... 

3.539 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  , . 

812 

Number  of  persons  per  house  , , 

Statistics. 

4-3 

Death-rates  per  1000  population  from 

Infant 
Death- 
rate  per 
1000 
Births. 

Period. 

All 

Causps. 

Seven 

Cliief 

Zymotic 

Diseases. 

Epidemic 

Inrtaeriza. 

Phthisis. 

Other 

fubercular 

Diseases. 

lironchiti.s 
a  nd 

Pneumonia. 

Heart 

Diseases. 

Cancer. 

Birth¬ 

rate. 

1'I02 

1.V2 

•28 

•0 

‘56 

•28 

2  0 

1-7 

•8.5 

119 

23-7 

Average  for 
years 

1898—1901 

13-4 

98-3 

22-6 

The  natural  increase  during  the  year  was  30. 

The  zymotic  death-rate  was  due  to  one  death  from  measles.  Three  deaths  due  to  accidents 
included  one  from  tetanus. 

Infantile  Death-rate. — This  rate  was  above  the  average,  but  much  lower  lhan  that  of  1900.  Of 
the  ten  deaths,  six  occurred  within  8  days  of  birth. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Measles  and  phthisis  have  been  included  in  the  li.st  of  notifiable  diseases 
and  the  temporary  inclusion  of  chicken-pox  is  recommended. 

Four  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  i  of  diphtheria,  i  of  erysipelas,  29  of  measles  and  3  of  phthisis 
were  notified.  No  schools  were  closed.  There  were  a  few  cases  of  whooping  cough,  mumps  and 
influenza. 

Houses. — “  Many  of  the  houses,  especially  on  the  hills,  present  grave  sanitary  defects.”  Efficient 
action  is  impossible  owing  to  lack  of  accommodation  for  families  displaced.  Two  cases  of  over¬ 
crowding  were  reported. 

Drainage. — 'I'he  Council  is  advised  to  take  active  steps  where  water  supplies  are  endangered 
by  defective  drains. 

Excrement  Disposal. — Many  closets  are  in  a  very  bad  state  of  repair,  too  close  to  houses  and 
not  emptied  sufficiently  often.  Remedial  measures  are  recommended. 

Workshops  and  work-places  have  been  found  satisfactory. 

IVater  Supplies. — Chirbury  (common  supply),  Worthen  and  Wotherton  have  good  supplies  of 
water.  Snailbeach  has  a  sufficiently  pure  supply  from  a  private  source.  The  water  of  Brockton 
has  been  again  analysed.  The  Council  is  advised  to  seek  a  purer  source  of  supply. 

Goitre. —  k'resh  cases  of  goitre  continue  to  occur,  especially  in  the  hilly  district  around  Bromlow. 

Sanatorium  for  Consumptives. — The  Council  is  recommended  to  subscribe  to  some  open-air 
sanatorium. 

Small-pox. — A  hospital  of  6  beds  is  to  be  erected.  Disinfecting  apparatus  for  clothes  is  recom¬ 
mended  to  be  establishefl  in  connection  with  it. 

Vaccination. — Infantile  vaccination  is  efficient.  The  Cuardians  are  adx’ised  to  issue  a  notice 
advising  re-vaccination. 
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CHURCH 

STRETTON  (Urban). 

Medical  Ojjicer  of  Health 

M.  GePP,  L.R.C.P.E.,  D.P.H. 

Ropulation  at  Census  igoi 

... 

982 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ,, 

816 

Number  of  persons  per  house  ,, 

... 

147 

Number  of  persons  per  house 

... 

5-5 

“  The  District  comprises  the  small  ancient  town  of  Church  Stretton,  lying  in  an  open  valley,  running 
“  nearly  north  and  south,  GOO  feet  above  sea  level,  together  with  the  lower  slopes  of  the  bold  hills  which 
“  form  the  sides  of  this  valley.  The  area  is  some  1600  acres.*  The  subsoil  of  the  valley  is  glacial  drift 
“  generally  of  dry  and  well  drained  gravel,  the  hillsides  to  the  west  being  of  hard  Longmyndian  rock  strata, 
“  of  Pre-Cambrian  age,  those  to  the  east  being  also  of  hard  rock,  of  Ordovician  age.  The  town  lies  on  the  crest 
“  of  a  watershed,  the  natural  drainage  of  the  valley  being  on  the  north  towards  the  Severn,  and  on  the 

“  south  towards  the  Teme,  the  fall  being  gentle  in’ either  direction” - ..“the  district  was  constituted  in 

“  1899.”  “The  climate,  soil,  and  surface  drainage  are  favourable  to  a  high  standard  of  health.” 

Statistics. 

The  natural  increase  during  the  year  was  i.  The  population  in  the  middle  of  1902  is 
estimated  at  860,  and  when  corrected  for  institutions  at  800. 


Death-rates  per  1000  population  from 

Infant 
Death- 
rate  per 
1000 
Births. 

Period. 

All 

Causes. 

Seven 

Chief 

Zymotic 

Diseases. 

Epidemic 

Influenza. 

iPhthisis. 

Other 

Tubercular 

Diseases. 

Bronchitis 

and 

Pneumonia. 

Heart 

Diseases. 

Cancer. 

Birth¬ 

rate. 

1902 

15 

•0 

1-2 

•0 

•0 

2-5 

1-2 

•0 

•0 

151 

1900-1901 

16*6 

*' 

•• 

•• 

•0 

23-2 

The  birth-rate  was  verv  low.  There  were  no  deaths  from  the  common  zymotic  diseases  and 
no  deaths  under  one  year. 

Injections  Disease. — One  case  of  scarlet  fever  only  was  notified.  Its  source  was  not  traced. 


Hospital  Isolation. — As  a  “  health  resort  ”  the  necessity  for  some  provision  is  evident.  For 
small-pox  a  retaining  fee  was  paid  for  a  tent.  A  site  has  not  been  definitely  secured.  The  Council 
approved  of  the  County  scheme. 

Disinjection  of  rooms  and  clothing  is  by  fumigation  and  cleansing  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Inspector.  A  spraying  apparatus  for  the  use  of  the  Inspector  is  recommended. 

Re-vaccination. — Recommendations  for  general  re-vaccination  have  been  issued. 

House  Accommodation. — No  house  came  under  notice  necessitating  closure,  nor  did  any  case  of 
overcrowding  come  to  light.  There  are  a  number  of  defective  cottages  incapable  of  being  made 
satisfactory. 

Space  around  houses  is  satisfactory,  but  there  is  room  for  improvement  in  the  paving  and 
draining  of  yards  and  the  prevention  of  accumulations  of  refuse. 

*  The  recent  census  tables  gives  the  area  as  982  acres. 
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Ereciion  of  Nav  Houses. — Bye-laws  awaiting  sanc'tion. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. — The  old  town  is  efficiently  sewered,  and  a  scheme  for  sewage  treat¬ 
ment  has  l)een  the  subject  of  an  inquiry.  The  site  of  the  outfall  works  had  to  be  reconsidere(i. 
The  work  should  lie  pushed  on  as  the  need  fern  the  new  system  is  liecoming  urgent. 

The  enforcement  of  Sec.  25  of  the  Public  Health  Act  ,1875,  affecting  the  drainage  of  new 
houses,  is  advised  ;  also  the  framing  of  regulations,  under  Sec.  21  of  the  same  Act,  for  old  property 
which  may  be  undrained  (iireviously  recommended).  4’he  flushing  of  the  sewers  at  least  once  a 
week,  and"  the  ventilation,  by  means  of  shafts  at  the  two  main  dead  eiuis,  are  recommended. 

Dr.  Gepp  recommends  the  provision  of  a  projier  equipment  for  the  testing  of  drains. 

Excrement  Disposal. — Mostly  water-closets,  but  some  defective  and  offensive  privies.  Some  of 
the  worst  of  these  are  being  abolished. 

Removal  of  House  Refuse. — A  w^eekly  removal  has  been  arranged  for. 

Water  Supply. — The  new  reservoir  in  New'  Pool  Hollow  was  opened  during  the  year.  It 
holds  12,000,000  gallons.  It  receives  also  water  from  the  Idght  Spout  Valley  by  a  main.  The  old 
resevoir  in  Town  Brook  is  used  for  the  old  towm  and  lower  parts  of  the  district.  The  gathering 
grounds  are  uninhabited  and  the  water  is  unfiltered. 

Adoptive  Acts. — The  adoption  of  the  Public  Health  Amendment  Act.  1890,  and  the  Infectious 
Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890,  are  again  recommended.  Bye-laws  for  slaughter-houses  and  regula¬ 
tions  for  dairies,  &c.,  have  been  adopted. 

Dr.  Gepp  is  of  opinion  that  the  adoption  of  bye-laws  for  the  prevention  of  nuisances  would 
lie  of  advantage  to  the  district. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — The  Sanitary  Inspector  is  not  provided  with  a  register  and  has 
received  no  instructions.  Bakehouses  three  in  number  ;  one  dilapidated  and  dirty. 


CHURCH 

STRETTON 

(Rural). 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

M. 

Gepp,  l.r.c.p.e.,  d.p.h. 

Area  in  acres 

45-103 

Population  at  Census  igoi 

4.479 

H umber  of  inhabited  houses  ,, 

... 

1,005 

Humber  of  persons  per  house  ,, 

4.4 

Physical  Features  and  General  Character  of  the  District. 

“  The  district  is  one  of  hills  and  dales,  highest  across  the  centre  from  West  to  East,  and  sloping  to  the 
“  Niwth  and  South.  The  northern  part  lies  on  the  southern  watershed  of  the  Severn,  the  southern  part  on 
“  the  northern  watershed  of  the  Teme,  the  various  small  streams  arising  on  its  uplands  and  running  off 
“  through  the  valleys  to  north  or  south  affording  good  natural  drainage.  The  elevation  varies  from  1700  feet 
“  at  the  summit  of  the  Longmynd  to  some  400  feet  at  the  northern  and  southern  limits  of  the  District. 

Three  ranges  of  hills  run  through  it  from  S.W.  to  N.E.  the  Longmynd  range  along  the  western  side,  the 
“  Caradoc  in  the  middle  and  the  escarpment  of  Wenlock  Edge  runs  through  its  eastern  border.  Between 
“  these  ranges  are  fertile  valleys  with  several  villages  and  many  isolated  farms  aud  cottages.  The  hillsides  are 
“  largely  cultivated,  hut  are  in  part  uninhabited  moorlands.  The  sub-soil  is  that  of  some  of  the  oldest 
“  Geological  formations,  Archajan  on  the  west,  Ordovician  largely  in  the  centre,  and  Silurian  on  the  east, 
“  with  a  small  and  unim|iortant  exposure  of  Coal  Measures  at  the  Northern  end.  These  measures  are  not 
"  worked.  The  district  is  entirely  rural  and  agricultural,  with  a  sparse  and  scattered  population,” 


Siatisiics. 

The  population  is  eslimaleil,  in  the  middle  of  of  1902,  at  4,462,  and  after  correction  for  public 
institutions,  at  4,520.  The  natural  increase  during  the  year  was  43. 


Death-rates  per  1000  population  from 

Infant 
Death- 
rate  per 
1000 
Births. 

Period. 

All 

Causes. 

Seven 

Chief 

Zymotic 

Diseases. 

Epidemic 

Influenza. 

Phthisis. 

Other  Bronchitis 

Tubercular  and 

Diseases.  Pneumonia. 

Heart 

Disease.^ 

Cancer. 

Birth¬ 

rate. 

190-2 

16-1 

*22 

•22 

•88 

■44  2-2 

1-3 

1*54 

122 

23-4 

1892  to  1901 

16-4 

1 

89 

22-2 

The  zymotic  death-rate  was  due  to  one  death  from  diarrhoea. 


There  were  7  deaths  from  cancer,  giving  a  high  rate  of  1.54.  The  infantile  mortality  was  high 
for  the  district,  3  of  the  13  deaths  being  of  children  prematurely  born. 

Injections  Disease. — Si.xteen  cases  of  scarlet  fever  and  one  of  each  the  diseases — diphtheria, 
erysipelas  and  enteric  fever — were  notified.  Most  of  the  cases  occurred  in  Cardington  and  the 
school  was  closed  in  July.  There  were  4  cases  towards  the  end  of  the  year  at  Easthope,  apparently 
contracted  outside  the  district.  The  origin  of  the  case  of  diphtheria  was  obscure.  The  water 
supply  was  analysed  and  condemned.  The  case  of  enteric  fever  originated  outside  the  district. 
Cardington  School  was  closed  in  May  on  account  of  whooping  cough. 

Hospital  Isolation  and  Disinfection. — There  is  no  isolation  hospital  and  no  means  for  {jublic 
disinfection.  An  arrangement  was  made  along  with  the  Urban  Council  for  a  tent  for  small-pox  if 
required.  The  Council  expressed  its  approval  of  a  County  scheme. 

House  Accommodation. — No  cases  of  overcrowding  came  under  notice  warranting  proceedings, 
although  houses  are  often  found  undesirably  small  for  the  families  occupying  them.  The  figures 
quoted  from  the  Shropshire  Census  returns  show  that  there  are  individual  cases  of  overcrowding 
that  need  investigation.  The  figures  approximate  to  the  average  of  rural  districts.  Most  of  the 
houses  have  sufficient  garden  space  for  the  disposal  of  the  refuse. 

Sciveragc  and  Drainage. — Houses  mostly  drain  separately  on  to  land  or  into  ditches.  Piped 
sewers  are  laid  at  Picklescott  and  Wall-under-Haywood. 

Excrement  Disposal. — Principally  privies  wiith  underground  vaults.  Frequent  inspection  is 
advised. 

Removal  of  Refuse. — By  householders. 

Water  Supply. — As  regards  isolated  houses  and  several  of  the  villages  the  supply  is  from 
private  pumps  or  from  land  drains  or  springs.  The  water  supply  of  individual  houses  is” frequently 
unsatisfactory,  but  the  remedy  is  generally  difficult  or  imi)ossible  to  secure.  In  a  few  villages  much 
improvement  has  been  made  in  recent  years.  Leebotwood  has  a  supply  laid  on  by  gravitation  from 
upland  springs. 

Wistanstow  is  in  part  supplied  by  gravitation  and  in  part  by  a  new  pump  and  well. 
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Tongnor. — Clean  water  has  to  be  carried  a  consi(leral)le  distance. 

Brockton. — The  Council  built  in  and  protected,  some  years  ago,  the  pui)lic  well. 

All  Sfreiion  and  Little  Stretton  are  supplied  by  small  upland  surface  schemes.  Both  would 
be  benefited  by  filtration, 

Cardington  is  supplied  in  part  from  private  wells,  but  mostly  from  two  public  wells — St. 
James’  and  Job’s.  Dr.  Gepp  reports  very  favourably  of  f)oth,  although  the  latter  is  not  efficiently 
protected  from  surface  water. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — There  are  25  workshops  on  the  register  and  their  condition  is 
reported  as  satisfactory.  There  are  2  bakehouses — sanitary  condition  reported  as  good — and  no  under¬ 
ground  bakehouses. 


CLEOBURY  MORTIMER  (Rural). 

'Medical  Officer  of  Health  ...  K.  T.  Whitaker,  m.b.,  b.sc.,  d.p  h. 

Area  in  acres  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  44,338 

Fopidation  at  Census  igoi  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6,720 

Humber  of  inhabited  houses  ,,  ...  ...  ...  ..  1)292 

'Number  of  persons  per  house  ,,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5'2 

General  Character  of  the  'District. 

The  population  of  the  district  is  estimated,  after  allowing  for  the  temporary  population  engaged  on 
the  Birmingham  Waterworks,  at  6,350.  “  The  district  comprises  15  parishes,  and  has  a  rateable  value  of 

“£40,137.  The  only  outstanding  loans  for  sanitary  purposes  are  those  on  Cleobury  Parish,  which  amount  to 
“  £4,860,  the  assessable  value  of  the  parish  being  £4,288.  With  the  exception  of  Highley  and  Cleobury,  no 
“  part  of  the  district  presents  urban  characters.  Agriculture  is  the  chief  employment,  though  there  is  a  small 
“  mining  community  at  Highley.” 


Statistics. 

The  natural  increase  during  the  year  was  120. 


1  Death-rates  per  1000  population  from 

Infant 
Death- 
rate  per 
1000 
Births. 

1 

Period.  All 

Causes. 

Seven 

Chief 

Zymotic 

Diseases. 

Epidemic 

Influenza. 

Phthisis. 

Other 

Tubercular 

Diseases. 

Bronchitis 

and 

Pneumonia. 

Heart 

Diseases. 

Cancer. 

Birth¬ 

rate. 

1902.  12-7 

•94 

•31 

•31 

•31 

1-8 

1-7 

1-2 

98 

321 

1895  to  1901.  15.0 

•• 

•• 

•• 

98 

28  4 

The  birth-rate  is  the  highest  since  1894.  At  least  one-third  of  the  infantile  deaths  were  due 
to  preventable  causes.  The  zymotic  death-rate  was  due  to  one  death  from  scarlet  fever  and  five 
from  diarrhoea. 
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Infectious  Disease. — Sixteen  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  7  of  erysipelas,  i  of  diphtheria,  and  i  of 
typhoid  fever  were  notified.  Half  of  the  persons  attacked  with  scarlet  fever  were  infected  through 
failure  to  isolate  the  first  cases.  The  origin  of  the  cases  of  diphtheria  and  that  of  typhoid  fever 
were  obscure.  For  small-jiox  two  wooden  buildings  have  been  purchased  and  erected  on  a  good 
site.  The  larger  consists  of  two  wards  cajiable  of  receiving  8  patients,  and  the  smaller  contains 
accommodation  for  nurses.  The  hospital  was  jirovided  in  conjunction  with  Tenbury  and  Rock. 
The  wisdom  of  making  provision  was  shown  in  the  early  part  of  this  year. 

House  Accommodation  is  fairly  good.  A  number  of  the  houses  are  getting  towards  the  limit 
of  their  existence. 

Drainage  and  Scavenage. — “  As  regards  Cleobur)-  town  the  inadequacy  of  both  drainage  and 
scavenage  is  becoming  more  and  more  marked.”  Dr.  Whitaker  points  out  that  the  sewers  are  in  a 
bad  condition  and  that  it  is  useless  under  these  conditions  to  insist  upon  better  drainage  of  houses. 
He  again  calls  attention  to  the  necessity  for  public  scavenging.  A  main  sewer  has  been  provided 
at  Highley.  There  has  been  some  improvement  in  the  scavenging  of  Highley,  which  is  done  by 
the  company  and  not  by  the  Local  Authority,  and  which  is  consequently  not  so  complete  and 
general  as  is  desirafile. 

Water  Supply. — Cleobliry  has  a  public  water  supply,  but  it  is  not  used  so  generally  as  it 
should  be.  Stottesdon  supply  remains  as  it  was.  At  Highley  a  complete  filtration  installation  has 
been  provided  for  dealing  with  Severn  water,  but  up  to  the  end  of  the  }ear  it  had  not  been 
satisfactorily  tested. 

Trades. — The  Factories  Act,  1 901,  has  not  much  application.  The  few  places  coming  under  its 
provisions  are  visited. 


CLUN  (Rural). 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  ...  ivl.  Gepp,  l.r.c.p.e.,  d.p.h. 

Area  in  acres  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  82,206 

Population  at  Census  igoi  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6,824 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ,,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Number  of  persons  per  house  ,,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4.5 

Physical  Features  and  General  Character  .of  the  District. 

“  The  District  comprises  82.206  acres,  lying  in  the  south  west  of  the  County,  and  on  the  bordeis 
“  of  Wales.  It  is  essentially  a  hill  country,  much  of  the  District  lying  at  an  elevation  of  1,000  feet  and 
“  upwards,  especially  on  the  northern  and  western  paits.  The  centre  and  south  eastern  part  consists  of 
“  open  valleys  from  about  400  to  over  600  feet  in  elevation,  and  broken  and  divided  by  small  groups  of 
“  hills.  The  main  structure  is,  I  imagine,  that  of  an  old  elevated  table  land  much  dissected  and 
“  weathered  down.” 

“  The  Geological  formation  is  much  broken,  the  upper  and  lower  Silurian,  and  Ordovician  measures 
“being  exposed  in  considerable  areas,  with  less  extensive  exposures  of  the  Old  Red  Sandstone,  and  of 
“Cambrian  and  Pre-cambrian  measures.  The  natural  drainage  is  by  various  streams  rising  in  the  hih 
“  country  to  north  and  west,  and  forming  the  small  rivers  Onny  and  Clun,  which  leave  the  District 
“  through  the  valleys  on  the  east  and  south-east  to  join  the  Teme. 

“  The  District  is  sparsely  populated,  and  agricultural  in  character,  much  of  the  hill  country  being 
“cultivated  or  grazed. 

“  A  small  area  in  the  north  has  in  the  past  been  worked  for  lead  and  other  minerals,  but  these  industries 
“  have  much  declined  in  recent  years.  The  District  contains  the  small  town  of  Clun,  and  several 
“villages  of  small  size  which  are  principally  idaced  in  the  valleys,  and  some  smaller  hamlets  and  many 
“  isolated  houses  scattered  about  the  hill  country.’’ 
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Statistics. 

The  j)opulation,  in  ihe  middle  ot  1902,  is  estimated  at  6,780,  and  when  corrected  for  institu¬ 
tions,  is  estimated  at  6,800.  The  natural  increase  during  the  year  was  8.3. 


Period. 

Death-rates  per  1000  population  from 

Infant 
Death- 
rate  per 
1000 
Births. 

Birth¬ 

rate. 

All 

Causes. 

Seven 

Chief 

Zymotic 

Diseases 

Epidemic 

Inlliienza. 

Phth  isis 

Other 

Tubercular 

Diseases. 

Bronchitis 

and 

Pnenmouia. 

Heart 

Diseases. 

Cancer. 

1902. 

13-2 

•59 

1-32 

•73 

•14 

2-3 

1-0 

•78 

139 

24-3 

1897  to  1902 

16-3 

•• 

96 

•24-8 

The  z}motic  death-rate  was  due  to  one  death  from  scarlet  fever,  two  from  diphtheria  and  one 
from  diarrhoea.  The  high  infantile  mortality  is  partly  accounted  for  by  nine  deaths  of  children 
prematurely  born. 


Injections  Disease. — Sixty-seven  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  6  of  diphtheria  and  2  of  erysipelas  were 
reported.  Scarlet  Fever  chiefly  centred  round  two  schools,  Chin  and  Lydbury  North.  The  former 
was  closed  from  May  21st  to  June  23rd,  and  from  July  nth  to  Septemi)er  ist ;  and  the  latter  from 
March  7th  to  April  ist.  Diphtheria. — Most  of  the  cases  occurred  at  Beckjay.  Four  cases  occurred 
in  one  insanitary  farm-house  and  two  of  the  patients  died.  Another  child  had  died  in  this  house 
a  few^  days  previously  and  the  death  w^as  not  certified.  Probably  this  death  w'as  also  due  to 
diphtheria.  Plowden  school  was  closed  in  March  on  account  of  influenza  and  infectious  sore 
throat. 

Hospital  Isolation. — For  small-pox  arrangements  have  been  made  with  Bishop’s  Castle  for  the 
use  of  their  cottage.  Dr.  Gepp  advises  that  another  cottage  should  be  obtainerl  for  the  southern 
part  of  the  district. 

House  Accommodation. — Adequate  in  amount ;  some  are  undesirably  small  for  their  occupants 
and  manv  are  badly  lighted  and  ventilated,  damp  and  more  or  less  dilapidated.  Shropshire 
Census  returns  show'  that  the  district  compares  favourably  with  the  rural  districts  of  the  Countv. 
The  figures  show  a  few  instances  of  overcrow'ding. 

The  Sanitary  Inspectors  are  carrying  out  a  house-to-house  inspection.  Special  attention  should 
be  directed  to  removing  all  remecliable  causes  of  dampness.  Some  of  the  small  farms  are 
particularly  insanitary  and  to  this  cause  is  attributed  the  very  virulent  character  of  several  cases  of 
diphtheria  occurring  at  one  farm,  and  a  case  of  scarlet  fever  at  another. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. — The  sewerage  of  the  towm  of  dun  has  lieen  imj)roved  by  the  provision 
of  a  flush  tank  and  ventilating  shaft  at  the  head  of  one  main  sewer,  and  by  relaying  of  the  outfall 
of  this  sewer  into  the  river. 

E.xcrement  Disposal. — ^Mostly  by  privies  wnth  underground  vaults,  scavenged  by  the  occupiers. 

Water  Supply. — Considerable  improvement  has  been  effected  of  recent  years.  There  are  still 
some  villages  that  would  benefit  by  schemes  of  water  suuply. 

Clun. — An  excellent  public  supply  from  upland  springs  to  all  houses  except  two.  An  extension 
to  seven  houses  at  Clun  Green  is  contemplated. 
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Nc7vcasflc  is  supplied  from  upland  springs  at  the  focjt  of  Vron  Hill,  by  gravitation,  to  houses 
and  standpipes. 

Chapel  Lawti. — The  ('ounril  sunk  a  well,  but  the  water,  on  analysis,  not  being  altogether 
satisfactory,  it  was  recommended  that  the  well  be  oj)ened,  cleaned  out  and  made  good. 

Zydbiirv  North. — A  private  gravitation  supply  of  good  uj)land  spring  water  is  laid  on  to  about 
one-third  of  the  houses.  Lvdburv  Down  is  similarly  supplied,  and  a  supply  of  good  water  has  been 
laid  on  during  the  year  to  the  small  hamlets  of  Acton  and  The  Leasty. 

Linley. — A  small  sup]jly  of  upland  surface  water  was  laid  on  during  the  year  to  3  or  4  houses 
and  the  school. 

Clunbnry. — D'r.  Gepp  has  previously  recommended  the  laying  on  a  supply  from  the  spring  in 
Clunbury  Hill.  The  matter  is  under  consideration. 

Dairies  and  Caivsheds. — These  are  registered  and  looked  after  by  the  .Sanitary  Inspectors. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — There  are  73  workshops  on  the  register;  all  found  satisfactory  on 
inspection.  There  are  7  bakehouses,  none  of  which  are  underground. 


DAWLEY 

Medical  Oificer  of  Health 
Area  in  acres 

Population  at  Census  igoi  ... 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  , , 

Number  of  persons  per  house  ,, 


(Urban). 

M.  Gepp,  l.r.c.p.e.,  l.r.c.s.,  d.p.h. 

2,790 

7,522 

1,633 

4.6 


Physical  Features  a}id  General  Character  of  the  District. 

“  The  District  lies  at  a  considerable  elevation  upon  the  Shropshire  Coalfield  and  table  lands,  of  which 
“  it  forms  one  of  the  higher  parts.  Its  surface  falls  irregularly  from  north  and  north-west  to  south  and 
“  south-east,  and  from  670  feet,  O.D.,  to  .some  400  feet  roughly.  The  surface  drainage  is  good  owing  to 
“the  Steen  fall  of  this  part  of  the  northern  watershed  of  the  Severn.  The  geological  formarion  is  the 
“  Carboniferous,  the  District  being  for  the  most  part  upon  the  Coal  Measures,  but  with  small  exposures 
“  of  the  Millstone  Grit  in  the  south  western  part.” 

“  As  regards  its  general  character,  it  may  be  described  as  a  coal  and  iron-mining  and  iron-working 
“  District  largely  worked  out.  Coal  mines  long  out  of  work  and  dismantled  iron  works  are  common  features. 
“  At  the  present  time  it  is  chiefly  the  place  of  residence  of  an  industrial  community,  riianj'  of  whose 
"  members  work  in  one  or  two  large  modern  engineering  or  pottery  works  within  the  District,  while  large 
"  numbers  work  in  mines,  iron-works,  and  brick  and  tile  works  outside  the  District.  The  population  fell 
“  off  by  upwards  of  2,000  persons  between  1881  and  1891,  hut  increased  again  by  upwards  of  500  during 
“the  ten  years  1891 — 1901.  For  an  Urban  community  it  is  very  scattered  in  character.  There  is  a 
”  compact  business  centre  with  some  continuous  lengths  of  houses  radiating  for  some  distance  from  it 
"  along  the  main  roads.  The  rest  of  the  District  is  practically  rural  in  character,  with  houses  isolated 
“  or  in  groups  of  more  or  less  number.” 


Statistics. 

The  natural  increa.se  of  the  population  was  43. 


Death-rates  per  1000  population  from 
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1902 
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•52 

■0 

3-5 

•78 

1-3 

Ill 

334 

1897—1901 

15-7 

•• 

101 

31-3 

48 


The  birth-rate  was  again  high. 

The  zymotic  death-rate  was  due  to  two  deaths  from  measles,  5  from  whooping  cough,  i  from 
membranous  croup  and  i  from  diarrhoea. 

The  death-rate  from  tuberculosis  was  low,  and  that  from  cancer  high.  The  rate  for  bronchitis 
and  pneumonia  amongst  children  was  much  higher  than  in  previous  years — probably  due  to 
whooping  cough  and  measles. 

Infectious  Disease. — Thirteen  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  i  of  diphtheria  2  of  enteric  fever  and  i 
of  erysipelas  were  notified.  Each  case  was  investigated  and  instructions  given  for  isolation,  fumi¬ 
gation  of  rooms  and  clothing,  and  cleansing,  etc.,  of  rooms. 

The  origin  of  the  cases  of  enteric  fever  was  obscure.  Measles  was  prevalent  in  the  summer 
and  lead  to  the  closure  of  three  schools. 

Hospital  Isolation  and  Disinfection. — No  hospital  and  no  provision  for  public  disinfection. 
Hospital  accommodation  for  small-pox  is  being  considered  by  the  County  Council.  For  general 
infectious  diseases  no  steps  have  been  taken.  The  Inspector  has  supervised  or  carried  out  fumi¬ 
gation  of  infected  rooms ;  a  spraying  apparatus  is  recommended  as  more  efficient. 

House  Aceoinmodation. — The  majority  of  the  houses  are  small  and  old  and  exhibit  many  unsatis¬ 
factory  features.  Much  improvement  has  taken  place  of  recent  years  in  consequence  of  increased 
prosperity  and  greater  demand.  Dr.  Gepp  gives  abstracts  from  the  Census  Tables  showing  that 
the  number  per  house,  4.6,  is  similar  to  the  average  of  other  urlran  districts  in  the  County,  but 
further  analysis  shows  a  considerable  number  of  cases  of  gross  overcrowding.  He  recommends 
searching  investigation  and  stringent  steps  to  remedv  these  conditions. 

Cleanliness  of  Surroundings  leaves  much  to  be  desired.  The  remedy  is  frequent  and  systematic 
inspection  from  house  to  house,  followed  by  the  necessarv  measures  to  remove  the  nuisances. 

Sciverage  and  Drainage. — In  the  central  parts  the  houses  are  connected  to  sewers  or  road 
water  drains,  partly  piped,  partly  culverted  and  partly  open.  Owing  to  the  good  natural  fall  they 
carry  the  sewage  fairly  efficiently,  but  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  v.'ould  hesitate  to  describe  them 
as  satisfactory  without  further  knowledge.  There  is  no  means  of  flushing  except  rainfall  and  no 
ventilation  except  untrapped  gullies.  These  are  at  time  offensive.  Scattered  houses  discharge  into 
ditches  or  on  to  gardens.  House  drains  are  very  roughly  constructed.  The  sewage  finds  its  way 
through  watercourses  to  the  Severn. 

Excrement  Disposal. — A  few  water-closets — the  majority  of  houses  have  privies  with  under¬ 
ground  vaults.  Dr.  Gepp  refers  to  his  previous  reports  on  the  defects  folio-wing  upon  a  want  of 
system  in  scavenging. 

Water  Supply. — Partly  from  private  wells,  but  mostly  from  a  dozen  or  more  public  wells, 
situated  often  at  great  distances  from  the  houses.  Negotiations  for  a  supijly  from  Harrington  have 
fallen  through.  An  unsuccessful  boring  nearlv  200  feet  into  the  Millstone  Grit  was  made.  Investi¬ 
gations  have  been  made  at  the  Spout  Spring.  Fifteen  days’  pumping  in  October  reduced  the  yield 
from  46,000  to  28,000  gallons  per  day,  and  at  the  end  of  the  test,  water  rose  again  to  the  overflow 
level  in  24  hours.  Analysis  shows  the  water  to  be  pure.  Hinksay  Well  and  Woolleys  Well  have 
been  protected.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  examined  and  condemned  the  water  of  Barn- 
field  Public  Pump. 

Bye-laivs. — A  ('ommittee  has  been  appointed  to  consider  bye-laws  for  slaughter-houses,  new 
buildings,  cleansing  of  privies,  cowsheds  and  dairies. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — Number  of  workshops  on  the  register,  29 — their  general  condition 
was  found  to  be  satisfactory.  Number  of  bakehouses,  9 — none  underground  ;  inspected  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  found  clean  and  structure  fairly  good. 


DRAYTON  (Rural). 

Illcdicol  Officer  of  TJcallh  *  ...  A.  Macqueen,  m.d. 

.•1  rca  in  acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  51,384 

/^flpii/ation  al  Census  iQOi  ...  ...  ...  11,708 

,  Number  of  inliabiicd  houses  .  ...  2,655 

Number  of  persons  per  house  .....  . .  ...  .  .  . .  4.4 

Fhvsical  Features. 

TLe  llui'cil  Siinitavy  District  of  Dnivton  is  situatetl  in  tlie  ^'reafc  central  plain  of  England  at  a  general 
elevation  of  about  400  feet.  The  formaTon  throughout  is  the  new  red  sanOst  rne,  which  attains  its  greatest 
elevation  in  England  in  tlie  Hawkstone  Hills  near  the  western  limit  of  the  district.  The  land  in  general 
contour  is  level,  well  watered,  and  highly  cultivated,  and  is  mostly  drained  by  the  River  Tern. 

Statistics. 


Death-rates  per  1000  population  from 
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1895-1901. 

l(r7 

131 

25-t) 

The  population  is  estimated  at  11,676.  The  natural  increase  during  the  year  was  125. 

The  zvmotic  rate  was  due  to  one  death  frcjm  measles,  3  from  scarlet  fever,  2  from  diphtheria 
and  I  from  diarrhoea. 

The  infantile  mortality  was  somewhat  high,  hut  a  considerable  proportion  of  these  deaths  took 
place  within  a  few  days  of  birth. 

More  than  half  the  total  deaths  were  at  the  e.xtremes  of  life,  /.<?.,  under  one  and  over  70. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Fifty-nine  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  7  of  diphtheria,  9  of  erysipelas  and  2  of 
pulmonarv  tuberculosis  were  notified.  The  epidemic  of  scarlet  fever  reported  on  in  1901  continued 
until  May,  1902.  Since  then  there  have  been  three  separate  outbreaks,  one  being  due  to  an 
introduced  case.  In  each  case  the  disease  was  prevented  from  spreading  beyond  the  house. 

'In  cases  of  infectious  disease  printed  precautions  are  sent  to  the  occupiers  and  the  houses  are 
disinfected  with  formalin  vapour  and  cleansed  under  the  supervision  of  the  Inspector.  The  children 
from  infected  houses  are  exiduded  from  school.  An  isolation  hospital  is  in  course  of  erection. 
Four  schools  were  closed  on  account  of  measles. 

Vaccination. — Out  of  316  children  born,  251  were  successfully  vaccinated,  41  died  unvaccinated, 
4  removed  out  of  district,  13  were  not  of  age  at  end  of  year.  6  were  postponed,  and  one 
un vaccinated  on  account  of  conscientious  objection. 


House  Accommodaiion. — Adequate  in  amount,  I  ml  room  t  or  improvement  as  regards  fitness. 

Snvcragc  and  Drainage. — The  sewerage  of  Little  Drayton  is  completed  and  the  treatment  works 
almost  ready.  The  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  of  Market  Drayton  should  next  be  dealt  with. 

Excrcnicni  Disposal. — The  general  adoption  ol  the  water-carriage  system  is  recommended. 

Scavenging. — A  public  system  is  under  consideration. 

IVaier  Supply. — In  Market  Drayton  900  houses  are  supplied  by  the  Market  Drayton  Company 
with  good  water.  A  report  by  Dr.  Macqueen  on  the  water  supplies  of  the  villages  is  under  considera¬ 
tion.  Lodging-houses,  slaughter-houses  and  bakehouses  are  inspected  regularly.  The  inspection  of 
dairies  and  cowsheds  is  under  consideration. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — A  register  is  kept  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector  inspects  the  work¬ 
shops  and  work-places,  of  which  there  are  100  on  the  register.  They  are  clean,  free  from  effluvia, 
efficiently  ventilated  and  with  sufficient  air  sj)ace  ;  closet  accommodation  generally  good  and 
improving.  Bakehouses  on  register  number  13 — one  underground.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
has  inspected  these  during  the  year  and  found  them  in  a  goorl  condition.  Lists  of  outworkers  have 
not  been  received  b\  the  Council. 


ELLESMERE  (Urban). 

Medical  Oppeer  of  Health  ...  E.  T.  Whitaker,  m.b.,  b.sc.,  d.p.h. 

.\rea  in  acres  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,204 

Population  at  Census  igoi  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  I^945 

X umber  of  inhabited  houses  ,,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  425 

X umber  of  persons  per  house  .,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4.5 

General  Characters. 

The  houses  are  geneially  4001J,  and  there  is  little  overcrowding.  There  is  an  excellent  water  sup))ly. 
The  town  is  sewered,  and  the  footways  are  mostly  paved  and  the  streets  kept  clean. 

Vital  Statistics. 


'I'he  poitulation  is  estim.ated  at  1.955.  natural  increase  during  the  year  was  6. 


Death-rates  per  1000  population  from 
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1.5-9 

94 
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A  large  proportion  of  the  deaths  were  fiT)ni  old  age. 

There  were  no  tleaths  from  the  common  infectious  diseases. 


Infections  Disease.- — 3  cases  of  scarlel  fever  oiil)  were  nolilied. 

There  is  no  means  of  isolating  infectious  disease  or  of  disinfecting  lieds  and  clothing.  Regret 
is  expressed  that  the  t^ountv  C'ouncil  Scheme  for  the  jMOvision  of  small-pox  hospitals  has  fallen 
through. 

House  Accominodaiioii.- — During  the  year  a  com[)lete  house-to-house  survey  has  f)een  made. 

Drainage  and  Scavenage. — The  sewers  appear  to  work  satisfactorily.  There  is  a  large  propor¬ 
tion  of  hand  flushed  closets,  but  little  nuisance  eems  to  result  from  want  of  flushing  cisterns. 
.\ttention  is  called  to  the  remarks  on  public  scavenging  in  the  report  tor  1901. 

Water  Supply.- — -Good — laid  from  the  Liverpool  main  to  the  majority  of  the  houses.  Other 
houses  are  supplied  b\  standpipes. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — .4  register  of  workshops  is  kept.  There  are  41  on  the  register,  all 
of  which  have  been  .systematically  inspected  and  with  few  exceptions  found  satisfactory. 

Dairies  are  also  fairly  satisfactory. 

Xuisanccs. — Mostly  of  a  minor  character.  One  smoke  nuisance  of  a  serious  character  was 
dealt  with  during  the  vear.  A  careful  and  systematic  inspection  is  now  being  performed. 


ELLESMERE  (Rural). 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  ...  E.  T.  Whitaker,  m.b.,  b.sc.,  d.p.h. 

.1  rca  in  acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Population  at  Census  igoi  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7>9ii 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ,,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1)658 

Number  of  persons  per  house  ,.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4.7 

General  Characters  of  the  District. 

The  district  is  strictly  agricultural  and  contains  a  number  of  small  villages  of  which  Baschurch  is  the 
largest.  Parts  of  the  district  are  very  flat  but  it  is  mostly  undulating  and  cultivated.  The  subsoil  is  gravel 
with  some  clay  and  drift.  The  rateable  value  is  £84,000  and  there  are  no  outstanding  loans  for  sanitary 
purposes. 

Vital  Statistics. 


Period. 
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15-4 
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The  population,  for  1902,  is  estimated  at  7,890.  The  natural  increase  during  the  year  was 


91. 


:.2 

l^oth  the  general  death-rale  and  the  infantile  mortality  were  low  compared  with  previous  years 
and  the  countrv  general l\. 

'Idle  zNinotic  death-rate  was  due  to  two  deaths  from  measles  and  two  from  diarrhoea.  There 
were  five  deaths  from  phthisis.  The  importance  of  clean,  well  ventilated  and  dry  dwellings  and  the 
prevention  of  indiscriminate  spitting  is  jiointed  out  in  this  connection,  d’here  were  an  excejitionallv 
large  number  of  deaths  from  heart  disease. 

Infections  Disease. — Twent\-seven  cases  of  scarlet  fever  and  one  of  each  of  the  diseases, 
dilihtheria,  erysipelas,  enteric  fever  and  puerpeia  fever,  were  notified.  The  scarlet  fever  occurred 
principalK  in  baschuri'h  in  June  and  July,  and  was  sinead  mostly  through  schools.  The  neeij  for 
isolation  was  much  felt  here.  Outbreaks  of  measles  occurred  at  baschurch,  Harmer  Hill,  Dudles- 
ton  and  Nesscliff.  The  question  of  notification  of  measles  was  considered  but  not  adoj^ted  for 
various  reasons,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  receiving  his  information  from  the  schools.  Primary 
vaccination  is  efficiently  performed,  but  in  the  absem-e  of  general  re-vaccination  there  is  no  security 
without  some  provision  for  the  isolation  of  small-pox. 

House  Acconunodahon,  on  the  whole,  fairly  satisfactory.  More  "careful  insirection  is  now  being 
made. 

Drainage  and  Seavenage. — A  Oommittee  was  ajjpointed  to  consider  the  question  of  improving 
the  draining  of  Easchurch,  but  apparently  considered  that  no  action  was  necessary. 

TVaicr  Supply. — Dr.  Whitaker  still  thinks  that  the  provision  of  a  public  water  supply  for 
Easchurch  should  be  carefully  considered. 

W  orksho  ps  and  FI  aces,  etc. — A  register  of  workshops  has  been  prepared.  There  are  50  on  the 
register;  all  have  been  inspected  and  for  the  mo.st  part  found  satisfactory.  There  is  a  good  deal 
of  milk  .solfl  wholesale  by  farmers,  but  there  are  no  special  regulations  in  force. 

Xnisanccs. — Dr.  Whitaker  reports  a  much  more  comprehensive  ins[)ection  of  the  district  an>i 
<'onsequentlv  a  more  comjilete  attention  to  nuisances. 

LUDLOW  (Urban). 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  ...  ...  ('.  E.  rR.A.NSTOUN,  m.b. 


.4 rea  in  aeres  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  418 

Fopulatiou  at  Census  nyoi  {exfena'ea  area)  ...  ...  ..  6,373 

\ umber  of  inhabited  houses  .  ...  ...  ...  ... 

X umber  of  persons  per  house  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  4.6 

Topograph ieal  Features  and  (jeological  Formation  of  the  ilistrict. 


“  Ludlow  is  a  small  agricultni'nl  town  on  the  soiilbeni  border  of  Shropshire,  about  dfiO  fee*  above  sea 
“  level.  It  is  situated  on  a  large  spur  of  limestock  rock,  which  rises  at  the  lower  end  of  the  Cerve  Valiev. 
“  On  the  north,  west  and  .south  sides,  it  is  separated  from  the  surrounding  hills  by  the  rivers  Curve  and  Teme. 
“  On  the  east  side  the  ground  gradually  rises  till  it  becomes  continuous  with  the  Clee  Hill  range.” 

“Taking  a  line  frotn  the  Castle  through  the  Lull  Ring  to  the  Sandpits  the  followii'g  strata  will  be 
“  encountered.  The  Castle  itself  stands  upon  a  mass  of  Upper  Ludlow  Rock,  before  reaching  the  Town  Hall 
“  the  Uownton  Sandstone  crops  up.  This  is  overlain  by  Gravel,  increasing  in  thickness  as  we  proceed  tlm  ugh 
“  High  Street  towards  the  Bull  Ring,  where  is  found  a  deep  bed  of  coarse  Gravel  and  Clay  with  large  Bouldei 
“  .Stones.  This  is  followed  in  Upper  Galdeford  by  a  thick  bed  of  Reil  Marl  overlying  Olive  Shales  and  old 
“  Rod  Sandstone.  Taking  a  second  line  at,  right  angles  to  the  first,  that  is  to  say,  from  the  bottom  of  Old 
“  Street,  through  the  Bull  Bing,  to  the  bottcun  of  Curve  Street,  we  find  for  some  distauct  up  Old  Street,  Gravel 
“  upon  Blue  Clay  overlying  the  old  Red  Sandstone,  but  at  about  one  third  un  the  street  the  Dowuton 
"  Sandstone  comes  to  the  surface,  and  continues  to  within  a  short  distance  of  the  top,  where  a  mass  of  hard 
“  ‘  Blue  Rock  ’  extends  to  the  Bull  Ring.  Upon  descending  Corve  Street,  after  iiassing  through  the  thick  bed 
"of  coaise  Giavel  before  mentioned,  we  come  upon  beds  of  ‘yellow’  and  ‘red’  Clay  overlying  old  Red 
“  Sandstone.  From  tliis  point  to  the  bottom  of  the  street  are  continuous  beds  of  deep  Gravel.” 


S/nt/siics. 


The  natural  increase  of  population  during  the  year  was  75. 
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The  zymotic  death-rate  w'as  due  to  3  from  whooping  cough  and  one  from  each  of  the  diseases, 
measles,  typhoiil  fever  and  diarrhoea.  The  infantile  mortality  was  considerablv  less  than  in  1901. 


Typhoid  Fever. — Unrler  this  heading  Dr.  Cranstoun  advises  strongly  the  abolition  of  all  privy 
middens,  and  he  also  points  out  the  great  sanitarv  advantages  of  painting  instea<l  of  papering  the 
walls  of  cottages. 

Hospital  Accommodation. — Small-pox. — A  small  hospital  for  this  purpose  has  been  erected. 
For  other  diseases  a  hospital  with  two  beds  for  every  thousand  inhabitants  is  recommended. 

Water  Supply  has  been  good  in  quality  and  quantity,  although  slightly  coloured  during  heavy 

ram. 

Sen-age  Syslevi.  -'I'he  new  system  is  now  complete,  but  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  filter 
beds  are  not  as  efificient  as  they  should  be. 

House  Drainage. — The  disconnection  of  all  rain-water  pipes  is  recommended,  and  the  applica¬ 
tion  of  the  water  te.st  to  all  new  drains. 

House  Accommodation. — On  account  of  temporarv  congestion  closure  of  houses  has  only  been 
advocated  when  absolutelv  necessary. 

Disposed  of  Excrement  and  Refuse. — -The  mass  of  refuse  in  the  Smithtield  has  become  a  public 
nuisance  and  a  danger  to  the  health  of  the  towm.  A  destructor  is  recommended  as  the  only 
solution. 

Dairies,  Milkshops  and  Cowsheds  have  been  inspected.  The  cowsheds  and  their  surroundings 
are  capable  of  improvement. 

Inspection  of  ll'orkshops. — Registered — 7  retail  bakehouses,  59  workshops  and  10  work-places — 
no  underground  bakehouses.  General  condition  satisfactory. 

Dr.  Granstoun  savs  ;  “1  desire  to  draw  \our  attention  to  the  following  matters,  which  press 
tor  \our  earl\  and  careful  consideration  : — ” 

(a)  'I'he  abolition  of  the  ever  increasing  and  highly  dangerous  accumulation  of  refuse  in  the 

.Smithfield,  and  the  provision -of  some  efficient  means  of  refuse  dispo.sal. 

(b)  The  extension  of  the  water-carriage  .system  wherever  |)ossible,  instead  of  the  piesent  middens 

and  privies. 

(c)  The  strict  enforcement  of  the  law's  dealing  with  the  dwellings  of  the  poor,  and  the  improve¬ 

ment  of  all  such  dwellings  where  necessary. 

(d)  'The  provision  of  a  General  Isolation  Hospital  for  the  Borough  and  surrounding 

neighbourhood 

(e)  'I'he  paving  and  iminovement  of  the  sanitary  condition  of  back  courts,  yards,  and  alleys. 

(I)  'I’he  control  of  the  numerous  vagrant  dogs  which  roam  our  streets  and  often  defile  our 

pavements  in  a  most  filthy  and  disgusting  fashion. 

fg)  Tlie  com|)letion  of  the  main  sewers  in  the  newly  added  area. 
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LUDLOW  (Rural). 

Medical  Oificcr  of  Health  ...  ...  G.  A.  Shackel,  i..r.c.p. 


Area  in  acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .  .  66.350 

Population  at  Census  igoi  (o!  reduced  area)  ...  ...  .. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ,.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,003 

Number  of  persons  per  house  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  4.7 


A  portion  of  East  Hamlet  and  Liidford  Parishes  were  incorporated  with  Ludlow  in  November, 
i9or.  This  portion  contained  385  inhabited  houses  and  a  population  of  1,821.  There  is  a  little 
uncertaintv  about  the  exact  population  owing  to  the  migratory  population  employed  on  the 
Birmingham  waterworks  being  included  in  the  Census  returns. 

Statistics. 


Death-rates  per  1000  population  from 
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1902. 

12-6 

•G:i 

•31 

•31 

1-6 

1 

]  -6  -52 

1 

875 

25 -2 

Middle  of 
1897  to  end 
of  1901 . 

14*8 

105 

2tr3 

The  natural  increase  during  the  year  was  106. 


The  zymotic  death-rate  comprised  3  deaths  from  m(  asles.  i  from  whooping  cough,  i  from 
diphtheria  and  i  from  diarrhejea.  The  infantile  mortality  was  well  below  the  average  of  the  last  5 
years. 

Infectious  Disease. — Sixty-one  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified,  of  which  30  were 
chicken-pox,  17  scarlet  fever,  5  diphtheria  and  4  enteric  fever.  Scarlet  fever  was  attributed  in  one  small 
outl)reak  to  school  infection  and  in  another  to  infection  through  books.  A  case  occurring  at  a  post 
office,  which  was  also  a  schoolmaster’s  house,  necessitated  the  closure  of  the  school  and  the 
removal  of  the  post  office.  Three  out  of  the  fou.r  cases  of  enteric  fever  were  attributed  to  drinking 
from  a  polluted  brook.  A  pure  supply  has  been  promised.  The  cases  of  chicken-pox  were  mostly 
in  the  Munslow  district. 

Small-pox  Isolation  Hospital. — A  small  galvanized  iron  hospital,  lined  with  match-boarding,  has 
been  provided.  It  contains  two  wards  and  will  accommodate  six  patients. 

House  Accommodation  is  not  satisfactory,  especially  in  the  Clee  Hill  district.  Several  cases  of 
overcrowding  have  been  rlealt  with,  but  efficient  action  is  difficult  owing  to  lack  of  accommodation. 

Water  Supply. — Clee  Hill. — The  proposed  public  supi)ly  is  still  under  consideration.  Some 
improvements  to  the  supplies  of  Stoke  St.  Milborough,  Aston  Munslow,  Stanton  Lacy  and  Bromlield 
have  been  made. 

Excrement  Disposal. — Many  of  the  privies  are  in  a  very  bad  state  of  repair  and  are  not  emptied 
sufficiently  often. 


.)0 

l^i'gisicrec/  Cowsheds  have  been  inspected  and  lounrl  lairly  salisi actor). 

Fiuiory  cuid  Workshop  Act,  igoi. — The  register  is  not  yet  completed.  A  report  on  workshops 
and  bakehouses  is  to  be  laid  before  the  Council. 

Recommendations. 

(1)  That  the  bye-laws  be  made  applicable  to  the  whole  district  and  be  strictly  enforced. 

(2)  That  measures  be  taken  to  compel  owners  to  remedy  defectiv'e  privies  and  that  water- 

closets  be  sulostituted  where  there  is  a  ssstem  of  sewerage. 

That  ever\  means  be  taken  to  remedy  the  want  ot  a  water  supply  in  the  Clee  Hill  District. 


NEWPORT  (Urban). 

Medical  Ofpeer  of  Health  ...  M.  Gepp,  l.r.c.p.e.,  d.p.h. 

.4 rea  m  acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7^^ 

Population  at  Census  iQOi  ...  ...  ...  ...  ■■■  3>24i 

X umber  of  inhabited  houses  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  72c 

Number  of  persons  per  house  ....  ...  ...  4-5 

Physical  Features  and  General  Character  of  the  District. 

“  The  District  comprises  7o‘J  acres,  lying  on  the  Ea.stern  border  of  the  County,  very  level  in  contour,  the 
“  general  elevation  being  some  250  feet.  The  natural  drainage  is  to  the  West,  but  there  is  no  stream  of  any 
“  importance.  The  subsoil  is  the  Bunter  beds  of  the  New  Bed  Sandstone.  The  District  includes  the  town  of 
Newport,  consisting  chiefly  of  one  long  and  wide  Street,  about  a  mile  in  length,  running  North  and  South, 
“  with  several  narrow  lanes  and  passages  and  courts  running  at  right  angles  from  it.  This  part  of  the  Town 
“  is  compact  and  old  and  there  is  about  the  centre  some  crowding  of  houses  upon  area.  To  East  and  West 
“  is  open  country  with  extensions  of  more  modern  building  along  the  roads  converging  on  the  town,  and  some 
outlying  collections  of  liouses.  Newport  is  a  IMarket  and  residential  town.” 


Statistics. 

The  population,  estimated  to  the  middle  of  1902,  is  3,229,  and  when  corrected  for  institutions 
to  allow  of  the  calculation  of  corrected  fleath-rates,  it  is  3,160.  The  natural  increase  during  the 
year  was  26. 


Deatli- rates  per  1000  population  from 
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1902 

19-;» 

2-84 

•0 

1-9 

4-1 

P2 

•9.') 

218-7 

30-3 

1890—1901 

15-4 

8t! 

24-6 

As  shown  b)  this  table  the  rates  for  zymotic  diseases,  phthisis,  other  tubercular  diseases,  and 
bronchitis  and  pneumonia,  and  the  infantile  mortality  are  very  high.  On  account  of  the  smallness 
of  the  poj)ulation  the  importance  of  such  high  mortalities  for  single  years  must  not  be  overrated. 

The  zymotic  death-rate  was  due  to  3  deaths  frfnii  measles,  4  from  whooping  cough,  i  from 
scarlet  fever  and  i  from  diarrhcea. 

Infantile  Mortality. — Out  of  the  21  deaths  under  one.  Dr.  Gepp  attributes  10  directly  or 
indirectly  to  measles  or  whooping  cough.  Tubercular  diseases  caused  four  deaths. 

Infections  Disease. — Twenty-three  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  notified.  Ten  of  the  cases 
occurred  in  P'ebruary  and  the  remainder  scattered  throughout  the  year.  Nine  of  the  cases  which 
could  not  be  properly  isolated  at  home  were  treated  in  the  isolation  hospital. 

Measles  and  whooping  cough  w-ere  very  prevalent  during  the  summer  months.  Two  schools 
were  closed  on  account  of  measles. 

Hospital  Isolation. — There  is  an  isolation  hospital  consisting  of  a  cottage  and  2  wards,  each 
capable  of  holding  two  beds. 

Small -pox. —An  arrangement  has  been  made  for  erecting  tents,  if  necessary,  and  a  site  has 
been  secured.  Dr.  Gepp  is  of  opinion  that  a  large  hospital  district  and  a  permanent  building  such 
as  the  Countv  Council  proposed  is  the  best  scheme. 

Disinfection. — -A  steam  disinfector  has  been  previouslv  recommended.  spraying  apparatus 
for  infected  rooms  is  recommended. 

House  Accommodation  is  “  adequate  in  amount  and  for  the  most  part  fit  for  habitation.” 
good  many  houses  are  poor  and  worn  out  and  some  are  very  small  and  do  not  reach  a  satisfactory 
standard.  There  is  often  insufficient  space  about  the  houses,  and  lighting  and  ventilation  are 
deficient.  Many  of  the  w'orst  are  empty. 

Figures  quoted  from  the  Shropshire  Census  returns  seem  to  show  little  overcrowding,  although 
they  show  some  cause  for  investigation. 

Cleanliness  of  Surroundings  of  houses  is  improving,  on  account  of  the  Council’s  scavenging 
system.  House-to-house  inspection  is  strongly  recommended  as  the  old  cottage  property  requires 
constant  attention. 

Neiv  Buildings  are  supervised  under  Bye-laws. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. — The  sew'erage  is  being  pushed  on  to  com[)letion.  The  treatment  of 
the  sew^age  will  be  by  filter  beds  aiifl  land  filtration. 

Regulations  have  been  adopted  under  Sec.  21  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875.  Where  old 
drains  are  connected  to  the  new  sew'ers  Dr.  Gepp  advises  that  they  shoufil  be  investigated,  put  in 
good  order  and  an  intercepting  trap  placed  on  them. 

Excrement  Disposal. — About  one-fifth  of  the  houses  have  water-closets.  •  The  remainder  have 
f)rivies  with  underground  vaults.  The  conversion  of  the  offensive  ones  to  water-closets  is  advised. 

Scavenging  is  done  by  the  Council. 

Water  Supply. — A  good  water  supply  from  three  artesian  wells  sunk  and  bored  in  the  New- 
Red  Sandstone  to  the  south  of  the  district.  Dr.  Gepj)  analysed  samples  of  w'ater  from  these  wells 
during  the  sear  and  found  them  practically  identical,  of  good  quality  and  having  16° — 17°  of 
hanlness. 


Common  lodging-houses,  slaughter-houses,  and  dairies,  cowsheds  and  milkshops  are  under 
regular  supervision  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Adoptive  Acts. — Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890,  and  the  Public  Health  Amendment 
Act,  1890,  Part  TTl.,  have  now  been  adopted. 

Factories  and  W orksho ps. — There  is  no  register  kept.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  has  visited 
about  94  premises,  of  which  about  54  are  workshops  which  should  be  on  the  register  and  be 
systematically  inspected. 

There  are  8  bakehouses,  of  which  one  is  underground.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has 
inspected  these.  Several  are  old  structures  and  in  some  the  lighting  and  ventilation  are  scarcely 
efficient. 


NEWPORT  (Rural). 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  ...  M.  Gepp,  l.r.c.p.e.,  d.p.h. 

Area  in  acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22,807 

Population  at  Census  igoi  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6,033 

K umber  of  inhabited  houses  ,,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,284 

Number  of  persons  per  house  ,,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4.7 

Physical  and  General  Characteristics. 

“  The  District  comprises  22,945  acres  lying  upon  the  Eastern  border  of  the  County.  The  Northern  and 
“  larger  part  is  on  the  Shropshire  plain,  varying  in  elevation  from  150  to  300  feet,  and  lying  on  the  Bunter 
“  Beds  of  the  New  Red  Sandstone.  This  part  is  entirely  agricultural  and  contains  the  villages  of  Edgmond 
“  and  Tibberton  with  some  smaller  ones.  The  Southern  and  much  smaller  part  rises  rather  rapidly,  reaching 
"  some  500  feet  elevation  at  the  extreme  border  on  the  South  and  comprising  the  apex  of  the  extensive 
“triangular  Coalfield  which  has  its  base  some  miles  to  the  South.  This  part  lies  upon  the  Coal  Measures, 
“with  a  small  intrusive  outcrop  of  much  broken  and  older  strata  forming  Lilleshall  Hill,  on  and  around 
“  which  is  the  village  of  Lilleshall.  The  natural  drainage  is  by  various  small  streams  from  the  South  and 
“  East  flowing  towards  the  West,  and  falling  into  the  River  Tern  outside  the  District.  There  are  several 
“  collieries  and  some  engineering  and  other  ironworks  in  the  Southern  part,  and  the  population  there  is 
“  relatively  denser,  but  much  scattered  in  groups  of  dwellings,  and  for  the  most  part  industrial.” 

Statistics. 

The  natural  increa.se  of  the  population  during  the  year  was  84.  The  population,  estimated  to 
the  middle  of  1902,  is  6096,  and  when  corrected  for  institutions,  6,120. 


Death-rate  per  1000  population  from 
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14-0 

•65 
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•98 
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•98 

•83 
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26  3 

1897—1901. 

16-6 

•  • 

•• 

•• 
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270 

58 


Zymotic  death-rate  was  due  to  4  deaths  from  diarrhoea. 

Injcciioits  Disease. — Six  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  r  of  enteric  fever,  7  of  erysipelas  and  i  of 
puerperal  fever  were  notified.  I'he  origin  of  the  case  of  enteric  fever  was  obscure.  Four  of  the 
cases  of  erysipelas  occurred  near  Edgmond.  Measles  was  ])revalent  in  Chetwvnd,  Edgmond  and 
'bibberton  in  the  summer  months,  necessitating  the  closure  of  the  schools. 

Hospital  Accovimodattoii. — There  is  no  isolation  hospital  for  the  use  of  the  district.  For  small¬ 
pox,  arrangements  have  been  made  to  secure  a  tent  at  a  short  notice  and  a  site  has  been  obtained. 
Xo  steps  have  been  taken  to  provide  a  hosjjital  for  other  infectious  diseases. 

Disinfection. — Disinfectants  are  provided  in  serious  cases.  Disinfection  is  left  to  the  house¬ 
holder. 

Antitoxin  in  Di plithcria. — The  Council  is  prepared  to  Ijear  the  cost  of  preventive  inoculation 
in  case  of  a  serious  outbreak. 

House  Accommodation. — In  the  agricultural  parts  the  houses  are,  on  the  whole,  adequate  in 
amount  and  fit  for  habitation.  In  the  Donnington  Wood  district  the  accommodation  is  less  satisfac¬ 
tory.  Long  rows  of  one-storied  houses,  thinly  built,  often  damp,  unceiled,  with  defective  lighting 
and  ventilation  are  common.  Something  has  been  done  to  remedy  the  defects,  but  there  is  still 
much  room  for  action. 

Dr.  Gepp  gives  extracts  from  Shropshire  Census  Tables  showing  that  there  is  a  higher  per¬ 
centage  of  small  houses  than  in  the  average  of  other  rural  districts.  These  tables  show  many  cases 
of  overcrowding  that  require  investigation. 

Cleanliness  of  Surroundings. — Little  serious  fault  to  be  found.  A  systematic  house-to-house 
inspection  is  recommended. 

There  are  no  bye-laws  for  new  buildings. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. — The  sewerage  of  Edgmond  is  being  improved  and  extended. 

Hxcrement  Disposal. — Mostly  outside  privies  with  underground  vaults.  Attention  should  be 
given  to  keeping  the  privies  in  proper  repair  and  well  covered.  Several  houses  in  Edgmond  and 
elsewhere  have  water-closets. 

Disposal  of  House  Refuse  is  effected  by  the  occupiers. 

JVater  Supply. — Church  Aston  and  Chetwynd  Aston  are  supplied  from  the  Urban  Council 
works.  Application  was  made  by  the  owner  for  the  mains  to  be  extended  to  a  group  of  9  houses  at 
Blackberry  Bank  in  Chetwynd  Aston  Parish.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  could  not  report  that 
the  houses  were  without  a  sufficient  supply  of  wholesome  water. 

Tibberton. — A  supply  has  been  laid  to  standpipes  in  the  village.  The  water,  previously  used 
for  two  or  three  farms,  is  pumped  from  a  well  to  a  reservoir  by  a  wind  engine. 

Lilleshall. — Dr.  Gepp  has  previously  recommended  that  a  supply  should  be  laid  on  to  this 
\illage.  A  scheme  for  supplying  the  parish,  got  out  in  1901,  is  still  under  consideration.  The 
{'ounly  Council  has  brought  forward  a  scheme  for  supplying  part  of  the  parish  along  with  other 
districts.  Inspection  showed  that  the  water  of  three  of  the  public  pumps  in  the  village  contained 
suspended  matter  and  are  objectionable.  In  one  case  the  amount  was  considerable  and  inspec¬ 
tion  showed  the  likelihood  of  pollution  bv  household  sewage. 

Donnington  Wood. — A  supply  from  the  Granville  Colliery  is  laid  on  to  about  300  houses.  The 
water  is  at  times  muddy. 

In  the  rest  of  the  district  the  supply  is  from  pumps  and  wells.  At  Edgmond  a  supply  has 
been  laid  on  to  eight  houses  and  to  a  public  fountain. 

Factories  and  W orksliops. — There  are  18  workshops  on  the  register  in  a  satisfactory  condition; 
2  bakehouses,  also  satisfactory,  and  no  underground  bakehouses. 


OAKENGATES  (Urban.) 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 

.  K.  T.  Whitaker,  m.b.,  b.sc.,  d.p.ii. 

Area  in  acres 

2,327 

Population  at  Census  igoi  ... 

10,906 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ,, 

2,187 

Number  of  persons  per  house  ,, 

498 

General  Characters. 

“The  Urban  district  covers  some  3,000*  acres  of  ground,  the  surface  of  wliich  varies  very 
“greatly  in  altitude,  gradients  being  often  very  steep  and  in  all  directions.  The  houses  are 
“  scattered  over  the  area  in  a  very  irregular  manner,  being  in  some  parts  fairly  thickly  grouped,  and  in  others 
“  very  isolated.  It  is  the  centre  of  an  important  coal  and  iron  producing  locality.  The  houses,  for  the  most 
“part  are  small  cottages  of  low  rateable  value,  and  the  district  generally,  though  a  good  deal  of  money  is 
“turned  over,  is  a  poor  one  as  regards  income  from  rates.  Practical  sanitation  has  been  extremely  neglected 
“  in  the  past,  and  consequently  the  difficulties  of  administration  are  now  considerable.  Up  to  the  present 
“  there  is  no  proper  water  supply,  and  only  a  very  partial  attempt  at  Sewerage.  House  drainage  is  conse- 
“  quently  very  imperfect,  privy  middens  predominate,  and  large  ash  pits  serving  a  great  many  houses  are 
“numerous.  Much  improvement  has  resulted  since  the  formation  of  the  district  in  1898,  but  the  Sanitary' 
“  work  still  remaining  to  be  done  will  be  a  very  heavy  burden  on  the  finances  of  the  district.  The  Public 
“Health  Amendment  Act  is  in  force  in  the  district,  as  are  also  certain  bye  laws  which  will  be  referred  to 
“  later  on.” 

Vital  Statistics. 

The  population,  for  1902,  is  estimated  at  10,930.  The  natural  increase  during  the  year  was 

226. 


Period. 

Death-rates  per  1000  population  from 
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Epidemic 

Influenza. 

Phthisis. 
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Pneumonia. 

Heart 

Diseases. 

Cancer. 

1902 

15-1 

•82 

•27 

•64 

.64 

3-4 

•73 

•64 

101 

35-2 

1899  to  1901. 

16’5 

■■ 

141 

32  6 

The  general  death-rate  and  the  infant  mortality  compare  favourably  with  previous  years  and 
with  the  country  generally. 

The  zymotic  mortality  was  due  to  5  deaths  from  measles,  one  from  whooping 
cough,  and  3  from  diarrhoea.  A  large  proportion  of  the  deaths  were  due  to  bronchitis  and 
pneumonia — many  being  due  to  the  long  cold  spring.  Ten  of  the  deaths  amongst  infants  were  due 
to  premature  birth.  Phthisis  caused  7  deaths  and  other  tubercular  diseases  seven  more.  Dr. 
Whitaker  calls  attention  to  the  fact  that  these  are  preventable.  He  suggests  that  the  Countv 
Council  be  invited  to  pass  a  bye-law  to  prevent  careless  spitting  in  public  places. 

Infectious  Disease. — Scarlet  Fever — 17  cases  occurred  in  14  houses,  mostiv  single  outbreaks, 
scattered  throughout  the  year.  Of  the  other  notifiable  diseases  there  were  2  cases  of  diphtheria, 
one  of  typhoid  fever  and  7  of  erysipelas. 

•  The  area  is  stated  in  ItJOl  Census  returns  to  be  2,327  acres. 
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Dr.  Whitaker  refers  to  his  previous  reports  on  the  sul)ject  of  hospital  accommodation  and 
steam  disinfector. 

House  Accommodation. — ^There  are  a  good  many  houses  that  are  ai)proaching  their  limit  of  use- 
fnlness  as  dwellings.  Many  other  houses  present  grave  defects.  There  is  need  also  for  more 
dwellings,  and  this  want  has  prevented  any  applications  for  closure  being  made.  Honse-to-house 
survey  is  now  on  a  l)elter  footing.  Bye-laws  for  new  buildings  are  in  force  and  should  be  strictly 
adhered  to. 

Drainage  and  Scavctiagc. — An  application  for  a  loan  of  ^18,520  for  sewerage  and  sewage 
disposal  has  been  granted.  Dr.  Whitaker  will  be  glad  to  see  the  pan  closets  abolished  for  water- 
closets ;  also  the  ancient  “fold  yard”  for  refuse  done  away  with,  and  boxes,  periodically  emptied, 
substituted. 

Water  Supply. — A  scheme  has  been  prepared  for  supplying  Oakengales  anrl  adjacent  areas 
with  water. 

Trades. — A  register  has  been  prepared  and  74  workshops  entered  in  it.  A  number  of  these 
have  been  inspected. 

“  There  are  a  number  of  dairies  and  cowkeepers  registered  and  over  which  some  amount  of 
regular  inspection  is  desirable. 

The  appointment  of  a  veterinary  surgeon  or  responsible  retired  butcher  would  do  much  to 
safeguard  the  quality  of  meat.  The  possibility  of  the  County  Council  appointing  such  an  official  is 
mooted. 


OSWESTRY  (Urban). 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
Area  in  acres 

Population  at  Census  igoi  ... 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ,, 
Number  of  persons  per  house  , , 


R.  DE  LA  P.  BeRESFORD,  B.A.,  M.D. 

1,887 

9>579 

2,083 

4.6 


General  Description. 

The  town  is  situated  at  an  elevation  of  420  feet  above  sea  level,  on  ground  sloping  south  by  east. 
The  Geological  formation  is  sandstone  overlying  the  Coal  measures.  The  subsoil  is  silt  gravel,  sand, 
and  clay ;  patches  of  clay  lying  in  depressions  under  and  around  the  town.  Water  is  found  in  many 
places  under  and  around  tl)e  town,  and  although  polluted,  the  wells  are  now  regaining  some  of  their 
original  purity.  A  recreation  ground  is  being  laid  out. 

Statistics. 


The  natural  increase  of  population  during  the  year  was  133. 
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The  zymotic  death-rate  was  due  to  one  death  from  measles. 

Injectious  Disease. — Thirtv-four  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  4  of  diphtheria,  5  of  erysipelas  and  2  of 
enteric  fever  were  notified. 

Douse  Accommodation. — ^The  working  classes  are  well  provided,  but  houses  for  the  poorest  are 
scarce  and  dear. 

Refuse  Removal. — There  is  a  daily  collection  of  all  house  refuse. 

Saverage  and  Sezvage  Disposal. — The  sewage  is  treated  on  bacteria  beds  which,  up  to  the 
present  time,  have  worked  well.  The  sewers  are  flushed  by  self-acting  flushing  chambers  and  are 
ventilated.  The  sewage  of  one  district  has  to  be  pumped. 

Water  Supply. — Upland  surface  water  from  Pen-y-Gwely,  with  a  storage  reservoir  of 
25,000,000  gallons  1.090  feet  above  the  sea  level.  The  gathering  ground,  which  is  in  part  peat, 
is  free  from  the  possiblity  of  pollution.  There  is  a  connection  also  with  the  Liverpool  supply. 

The  water  is  not  filtered  and  filtration  is  recommended. 

The  lodging-houses,  bakehouses  and  slaughter-houses  have  been  well  looked  after  and  are  in 
a  good  condition. 


OSWESTRY  (Rural). 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 

...  R.  DE  LA  P.  BIERESFORD,  B.A.,  M.D. 

Area  in  acres  ...  ...  . 

60,366 

Population  at  Census  igoi  ... 

14,727 

Nuznber  of  inhabited  houses  ,, 

3,220 

Ts! umber  of  persons  per  house  , , 

4.6 

Statistics. 

Death-rates  per  1000  population  from 
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13-3 

•67 

•40 

•54 

•34 
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1-2 

•74 

73-7 

26-5 

1896—1901 

16-6 

•• 

•• 

1043 

27-6 

The  population  is  estimated  at  14,800.  The  natural  increase  during  the  year  was  176. 

The  zymotic  death-rate  was  due  to  7  deaths  from  measles,  2  from  whooping  cough  and  one 
from  diarrheea. 
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Infectious  Disease.- — Seventy-nine  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  4  of  erssipelas  and  2  of  enteric  fever 
were  notified.  An  outlireak  of  scarlet  fever  at  Kinnerley  was  checked  hv  school  closure  and  other 
precautions.  Measles  was  prevalent  throughout  the  district  necessitating  the  closure  of  six  schools. 

JVater  Supply. — The  w-ater  works  at  Pant  are  being  pushed  forward  and  a  scheme  has  been 
formulated  for  supplying  Gobowen. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — The  proposed  scheme  for  the  drainage  of  Ruyton  has  not  up  to  the 
present  been  adopted. 

Scavenging. — The  Inspector  has  proposed  a  scheme  for  the  scavenging  of  the  larger  villages. 
The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  thinks  it  very  desirable  that  this  should  be  adopted. 

House  Aeeommodaiion. — The  scarcity  of  new  houses  makes  it  extremelv  difficult  to  deal  efficiently 
with  old  and  overcrowded  houses. 


SHIFNAL  (Rural.) 

]\lcdieal  Officer 

of  Health 

...  R.  T.  Whitaker,  m.b.. 

B..SC.,  D.P.H. 

Area  in  acres 

45.380 

Population  at  Census 

igoi  ... 

8,844 

IS  umber  of  inhabited  houses  ,, 

1,918 

Number  of  persons  per  house  ,. 
General  Character  of  the  District. 

... 

4.6 

“  The  Rural  District  of  Sliifnal  is  a  fairly  large  one,  extending  over  4-5,380  acies.  Two  of  the  parishes 
“  are  in  Staffordshire.  The  population  is  comparatively  small,  being,  according  to  the  Census  blue 
“  book,  8,844,  which  gives  a  density  of  only  one  person  to  each  five  acres.  There  are  10  parishes,  all 
“  of  them,  excepting  portions  of  Shifnal  and  Albrighton,  being  of  a  strictly  rural  nature  with  the  dwellings 
“  thinly  scattered  through  them.  The  laud  for  the  most  part  is  of  an  undulating  character,  overlying  a 
“  succession  of  New  Bed  Sandstone  series,  the  coal  measures  cropping  up  at  the  extreme  western  boundary. 
“  The  town  of  Shifnal  is  the  most  Urban  part  of  the  district,  and  for  various  purposes  has  been  made  a 
“  contributary  area.  It  is  a  pleasant  little  agricultural  market  town,  and  has  been  vastly  improved  recently 
“  by  the  provision  of  a  complete  sewerage  system  and  a  good  supply  of  excellent  water.  It  offers  many 
“  attractions  as  a  residential  locality.  The  Infectious  Diseases  Prevention  Act  and  parts  of  the  1890 
“  Amendment  Act  are  in  force.  Model  Regulations  for  Cowsheds  and  Dairies,  and  Bye-laws  relating  to 
*■  Nuisances  and  New  Buildings,  have  been  adopted.  The  imly  public  institutions  are  the  Workhouse  and  a 
“  good  Cottage  Hospital.” 

Vital  Statistics. 


There  was  a  decrease  in  the  population  between  1891  and  1901  of  276.  'J'he  population  for 
1902  is  estimated  at  8,816.  The  natural  increase  rluring  the  year  was  119. 
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The  death-rate  was  far  below  the  average  for  the  last  4  years  and  that  of  the  country  generally. 

The  infantile  mortality  was  low  and  few  of  the  deaths  were  due  to  preventable  causes.  There 
were  no  deaths  from  the  common  infectious  diseases.  'I'here  was  an  increased  number  of  deaths 
from  consumiition.  There  were  eleven  deaths  from  cancer. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Scarlet  Fever  27  cases — scattered  and  of  a  mild  character — a  few  cases 
being  imported.  The  age  incidence  was  high.  Dr.  Whitaker  is  convinced  that  the  large  majority 
of  cases  of  scarlet  fever  arise  from  imperfectly  disinfected  clothes.  Diphtheria. — 3  cases  in  the 
Blymhill  district,  apparently  associated  with  a  similar  outbreak  in  an  adjoining  district.  Typhoid 
Fever. — 2  cases  on  the  same  premises  with  three  months  between  the  attacks.  The  second  case 
probably  arose  from  a  defect  in  the  closet  drainage.  The  infection  may  have  been  introduced 
through  visitors.  Erysipelas.- — -one  case. 

For  small-pox  isolation  it  is  advised  that  a  cottage  be  obtained  or  built  not  far  from  Shifnal. 
Reference  is  made  to  the  last  report  with  regard  to  general  hospital  isolation  and  disinfection. 
Primary  vaccination  is  carried  out  satisfactorily. 

House  Accomniodaiion. — On  the  the  whole  fairly  good.  With  regard  to  a  small  number  it  will 
soon  be  a  question  whether  they  can  be  any  longer  kept  in  a  decent  state  of  repair.  Bye-laws 
relating  to  new  streets  and  buildings  have  been  adopted  and  should  be  properly  enforced. 

Drainage  and  Scavcnagc. — The  sewerage  of  Shifnal  was  completed  during  the  year.  The 
sewerage  of  Albrighton  is  under  consideration.  The  scavenage  of  Shifnal  is  done  by  a  contractor 
under  the  direction  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  Dr.  Whitaker  hopes  that  the  number  of  privies  will 
be  reduced. 

JVater  Supply. — Shifnal  has  now  an  excellent  supply  from  Harrington  Well,  partly  laid  on  to 
houses  and  partlv  to  stand-pipes.  There  are  still  a  number  of  houses  to  be  supplied  if  water  from 
their  own  wells  should  not  prove  sufficiently  pure.  Samples  are  being  analysed  in  batches.  The 
water  supply  of  other  localities  is  being  improved. 

Lodging-houses,  Slaughter-houses,  Dairies  and  Bakehouses  have  been  inspected  and  found  reason¬ 
ably  satisfactory.  New  bye-laws  relating  to  slaughter-houses  and  lodging-houses  have  been  adopted. 

Factories  and  JVorkshops. — A  register  has  been  kept  and  the  various  places  inspected. 

Nuisances,  etc. — Bye-laws  relating  to  nuisances  have  been  adopted.  The  new  sewerage  system 
and  water  supply  will  tend  to  reduce  the  number  of  nuisances,  and  a  better  scavenage  system  and 
the  reduction  of  privies  would  still  further  lessen  them. 

SHREWSBURY  (Urban). 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  ...  M.  Gepp,  l.r.c.p.e.,  d.p.h. 

Area  in  acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3*525 

Population  at  Census  igoi  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28.395 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ,,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6,065 

Number  of  persons  per  house  ,,  ■■■  ■■■  ...  ...  ...  4.6 

Physical  Features  of  the  District. 

“  The  Borough  comprisefi  3,525  acres,  forming  an  area  nearly  equal  in  length  and  breadth,  and  roughly 
“  quadrangular.  This  area  lies  in  the  Valley  of  the  Severn,  which  is  here  wide  and  open,  having  a  gradual 
“  fall  to  the  river  and  varying  in  elevation  from  150  feet  to  260  feet  above  sea  level.  The  geological 
“formation  is  varied,  the  Permian  Red  Sandstone  across  the  centre,  with  the  Bunter  beds  of  the  New  Red 
“  Sandstone  to  the  North,  and  the  Coal  measures  on  the  South.  The  actual  subsoil  is,  however,  mainly 
“  river  drift  of  varying  and  generally  considerable  thickness,  in  places  stiff  clay,  but  generally  sandy  and 
“  dry  in  the  upper  part,  with  clay  underlying  at  greater  or  less  depth.  The  contour  offers  good  natural 
“  drainage  to  the  Severn,  which  owing  to  its  devious  course  flows  over  a  length  of  some  eight  miles  either 
“  through,  or  along  the  borders  of  the  District.  The  actuil  length  of  its  flow  through  the  District  is  about 
“  three  miles.” 
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"  The  climate  of  Shrewsbury  is  mild  and  healthy.  Though  not  bracing  and  having  the  characteristics 
of  a  valley  climate,  yet  the  open  nature  of  the  valley  and  the  varied  contours  of  the  town,  together  with  the 
“  course  and  movement  of  the  Severn  through  and  around  the  town  prevent  stagnation  of  air,  and  the 
“  prevailing  South-West  wind  has  free  course,  keeping  the  air  clear  and  fresh,  and  river  fogs  are  neither 
"  common  nor  dense  *  •  •  * 

“  The  old  town  of  Shrewsbury  stands  on  two  hills,  of  generally  moderate  ascent,  but  steep  in  parts,  and 
“  nearly  surrounded  by  the  river,  which  here  forms  a  horseshoe  curve  some  two  miles  round  with  a  width 
“  across  the  neck  of  some  400  .yards.  This  enclosed  part  is  for  the  most  part  densely  built  upon.  Of  the 
"  various  suburbs  across  the  river,  Frankwell  forms  an  old  settlement  on  the  North-West  with  modern 
“  extensions  chiefly  of  villa  residences,  along  the  main  roads  radiating  from  it.  Kiugsland  is  a  modern 
“residential  suburb  to  the  South-West,  Coleham  an  old  settlement  to  the  South-East  with  Belle  Vue,  a 
“  modern  extension,  adjoining  ;  and  Abbey  Foregate,  old  near  tbe  river  and  modern  and  residential  further 
■'  out,  lies  to  the  east.  To  the  North-East,  on  the  low  lying  ground  outside  the  neck  of  the  peninsula, 
"  is  the  considerable  district  of  Castle  Fields,  built  over  for  the  most  part  some  forty  to  fifty  years  ago, 
"  and  forming  an  artisan  residential  quarter.” 

Statistics. 


The  population,  at  the  middle  ot  1902,  is  estimated  at  28,590,  and  after  correction  for  public 
institutions,  at  28,850.  The  natural  increase  during  the  year  was  257. 
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18-3 

•• 

•  • 
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.. 

142 

26-1 

The  zymotic  death-rate  was  due  to  one  death  from  scarlet  fever,  6  from  whooping  cough  and 
3  from  diarrhoea.  This  low  rate  and  absence  of  deaths  from  typhoid  fever  are  very  satisfactory. 
The  infantile  mortality  was  considerably  higher  than  last  year. 

Infectious  Disease. — One  case  of  small-pox,  30  of  scarlet  fever,  19  of  diphtheria  and  10  of 
enteric  fever  were  notified. 

Small-fox. — One  case  occurred  in  June  and  was  specially  reported  on  at  the  time.  The  case 
was  imported,  it  was  removed  to  the  isolation  hospital  and  there  was  no  spread. 

Typhoid  Fever. — The  continued  decrease  of  tvphoid  fever  is  very  satisfactory.  The  origin  of 
the  cases  was  obscure,  but  in  two  there  was  a  probability  that  river  water  had  been  drunk. 

Whooping  Cough  was  somewhat  prevalent  and  one  school  was  closed  on  account  of  mumps. 

The  death-rate  from  summer  diarrhoea  was  very  low  compared  with  the  country  generally. 

Phthisis. — Dt.  Gepp  draws  attention  to  the  following  measures  for  lessening  consumption  (i) 
voluntary  notification ;  (2)  handbills  for  guidance  of  patients  and  others ;  (3)  disinfection  of  rooms 
and  clothing;  (4)  bye-laws  to  prevent  spitting  in  public  places. 

Plospital  Isolation. — There  is  an  emergency  hospital  of  six  beds  for  small-pox  or  cholera.  In 
the  intervals  it  is  used  for  scarlet  fever,  but  as  the  cost,  which  is  heavy  for  a  single  patient,  has 
to  be  borne  by  the  patient’s  friends  little  use  is  made  of  it.  Dr.  Gepp  says  there  is  a  minimum 
provision  really  necessary  for  those  cases  of  scarlet  fever  and  diphtheria  which  cannot  be  isolated 
at  home. 


Public  Disinfection. — The  Medical  Officer  ot  Health  has  advocated  a  public  disinfecting  station 
tor  several  years  and  has  this  year  submitted  a  report  and  estimate.  This  report  has  been  referred 
back  to  the  Sanitary  Committee  bv  the  Cotincii.  Dr.  (jej)])  shows  clear!)  how  a  disinfector  is 
absolutely  necessary  if  the  proper  benefit  is  to  be  derived  from  the  Infectious  Disease  Notificatioi; 
and  Prevention  Acts. 

Vaccination. — Returns  for  the  Atcham  Union  sh(.)ws  that  few  children  escape  vaccination.  In 
1901,  there  were  only  5  conscientious  objectors.  In  januar),  1902,  handbills  were  issued  advising  re¬ 
vaccination,  and  during  the  year  921  were  re-var  cinated  by  the  [tublic  vaccinators. 

Diphtheria  Antitoxin. — The  Council  underttikes  to  Itear  the  cost  of  preventive  inoculation  to 
[  levent  the  spread  of  diphtheria  through  a  household. 

House  Accommodation  is  adequate  in  amount  and  it  is  exceptional  to  find  a  house  requiring 
closure.  There  are  many  old  defective  houses  requiring  frequent  inspection  and  constant  attention. 
-■Vlthough  sometimes  large  families  are  found  in  small  houses  there  are  no  instances  of  houses 
occupied  by  several  families.  Figures  quoted  from  the  Salop  ('ensus  Returns  shows  that  Shrews¬ 
bury  compares  favourably  in  this  respect  with  the  Shropshire  Urbati  Districts,  but  the  figures  also 
show  that  there  are  many  cases  of  overcrowding  that  require  investigation. 

Air  space  around  houses  is,  as  a  whole,  fairlv  good.  In  the  older  parts  houses  are  in  places 
densely  packed,  interfering  with  both  lighting  an(l  circulation  of  air.  A  considerable  proportion 
of  these  houses  are  back  to  back  or  without  through  ventilation.  On  the  whole  the  surroundings 
of  the  houses  are  fairly  good,  some  of  the  courts  and  yards  are,  however,  unpaved  and  others 
roughly  cobbled. 

ISiciu  Buildings  are  supervised  under  bye-laws. 

House-to-house  Inspection  is  now  being  carried  on  more  thoroughi)  . 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. — All  sewers  recently  lai<l  are  good  ])iped  sewers  with  cement  joints 
and  manholes  for  flushing.  All  the  sewers  not  recently  laid  are  clay  jointed,  and  those  exposed 
have  been  quite  open  at  the  joints,  allowing  free  e.scaj)e  when  there  is  the  slightest  pressure.  In 
the  older  parts  of  the  town  are  many  brick  culverts  which  allow  leakage  into  the  subsoil  and 
deposit  of  solid  matter  in  them.  It  is  recommended  that  the  defective  old  sewers  be  “steadily  and 
systematically  remedied,  and  that  a  full  and  detailed  report  be  now  obtained  of  the  old  sewers 
so  far  as  is  possible.  For  this  purpose  the  information  obtained  in  carrying  out  the  present 
scheme  will  be  of  great  value. 

The  trapping  of  house  drains  and  the  ventilation  of  sewers  b\  shafts  is  recommended.  The 
flushing  of  sewers  is  regularly  and  periodically  attended  to.  Drainage  regulations  under  Sec.  21  of 
the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  have  been  adopted  to  regulate  the  connection  of  house  drains  to  the 
sewers.  Although  good  work  is  being  done  each  year  to  remedy  defects,  there  is  much  still  to 
be  done. 

Sewage  Disposal. — The  sewage  is  pumped  to  the  sewage  farm  at  Monkmoor  and  is  run  into 
tanks  and  on  to  the  farm.  The  river  has  greatl)  impro\ed.  but  there  are  individual  houses  to  be 
dealt  with. 

Excrement  Disposal. — The  water-carriage  system  is  practically  universal. 

Refuse  Removal. — House  refuse  is  removed  weekly,  and  the  refuse  is  tipped  on  low-lying  ground 
in  the  borough.  This  gives  rise  to  complaints  in  warm  weather.  The  erection  of  a  destructor 
has  been  considered. 

Water  Supply. — Unfiltered  river  water  is  laid  on  to  the  houses  and  spring  water  to  the 
hvdrants.  The  Council  has  before  it  three  schemes  for  an  upland  supply.  An  engineer  is  now- 
reporting  on  these  schemes.  Some  extensions  have  been  made  in  the  conduit  supply.  The  water 
has  been  examined  from  time  to  time  and  found  to  be  of  excellent  quality. 


Slaughter-houses. — 'I'here  are  23  on  (he  register,  fairly  well  kej)t  on  the  whole.  Nuisances  have 
arisen,  principally  in  connection  with  pig-keeping.  'I'he  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  recommended 
the  provision  of  a  jniblic  slaughter-house,  and  the  matter  is  under  consideration. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. — 112  persons  are  registered  under  the  regulations.  'I'he 
premises  are  inspected.  Dr.  Gepp  thinks  that  some  general  system  of  veterinarv  inspection  is 
required  to  ensure  the  sale  of  milk  from  cows  free  from  disease. 

Common  Lodging-houses. — 'The  adoption  of  the  model  liye-laws  is  recommended. 

Factory  and  Workshops  Act,  igoi. — There  are  198  workshops  on  the  register  and  the  sanitar\ 

'1  here  are  41  bakehouses,  two  of  which 


No  lists  of  outworkers  have  vet  been  received  as 


been  adulterated  with  90% 


of 


condition  of  those  visited  was  found  to  be  lairiy  goo( 
are  underground  and  are  not  yet  certified, 
specified  under  Sec.  107. 

Food  and  Drugs. — Fifty  samples  have  been  taken  and  anaivsed  and  of  these  forty-four  were  found 
to  be  genuine.  Prosecutions  were  instituted  in  six  lases.  but  dismissed  or  withdrawn  in  four;  in 
the  remaining  two,  fines  of  ;£io  w’ere  imposed — butter  havin 
foreign  fat. 

TEME  (Rural). 

'Medical  Opficcr  of  Health  ...  .Artihir  H 

Area  in  acres 

Population  at  Census  igoi  ... 

Xiimber  of  inhabited  houses  . 

XundH'r  o  f  persons  per  house  . 

Staiisiies. 

The  natural  increase  of  population  during  the  year  was  21. 


HoI'FMAN.  m.d. 


2  ^.091 
1,846 
388 
4-7 


Period. 

Deatli-rates  per  1000  population  from 

Infant 
Death- 
rate  per 
1000 
Births. 

Birth¬ 

rate. 

All 

Cau.ses. 

Seven 

Chief 

Zyiiiolic 

Diseases. 

Epidemic 

Influenza. 

Phthisis. 

Other 

Tuhtrcnlai 

Diseases. 

Bronchitis 

and 

Pneumonia. 

Heart 

Diseases. 

Cancer. 

1902. 

12-4 

0 

■54 

•54 

•54 

3-2 

2-8 

0 

lo9 

•23-8 

•• 

.  . 

■ 

district,  but  lower  than  last  vear. 


'I'here  were  no  lieaths  from  the  (diief  z\motic  diseases. 

'I’he  infantile  mortality  was  159 —  a  high  rate  for  a  rural 
The  rate  for  bronchitis  and  pneumonia  was  also  high. 

Infectious  Disease. — 'I'en  cases  of  scarlet  lever  and  2  of  erysipelas  were  notified;  none  of  anv 
other  disease. 

Water  Supply. —  I’he  water  siqjply  of  Pucknell  is  under  consideration.  Dr.  Hoffman  draw's 
attention  for  the  fourth  time  to  the  unsatisfactors  lajudition  of  the  w'ater  su[)ply  of  Kinsley  and  he 
quotes  from  a  report  of  Dr.  I’orter’s  :  “At  Kinsley  some  14  houses  are  still  supplied  from  shallow 
wells  in  dangerous  proximity  to  cesspools  receiving  sewage  from  the  privies.” 

Hospital  Accommodation. — A  temporary  hospital  for  small-])ox  has  been  provided  in  conjunction 
with  Knighton  Rural  and  Urban  Councils.  A  hospital  for  isolating  ('ither  infections  diseases  is 
strongly  recommended,  and  also  a  disinfecting  apparatus. 


WELLINGTON  (Urban). 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 

Iv  '1 

r.  Whitaker,  m.b.,  b..sc.,  d.p.h. 

Area  in  acres 

.  381 

Population  at  Census  igoi  ... 

6,283 

X umber  of  inhabited  houses  ,, 

T327 

X umber  of  persons  per  house 

4-7 

'eiieral  Character  of  the  District. 

“  The  area  has,  liowever,  been  extended  since  niy  last  Iteijoit,  and  now  covers  (Idl  acres,  and  having  a 
“  rateable  value  of  £32,863  13s.  3d.  Outstanding  ioans  for  Sanitary  purposes  amount  to  £24,851  17s.  lid. 
"  Apart  from  the  increase  of  population  due  to  the  extension  of  the  area,  there  has  continued  the  grovvtli  of 
“  that  within  the  old  boundaries,  and  I  estimate  the  present  population  at  7,104.  The  Public  Health 
“  Amendment  Act  is  in  force,  and  there  are  byedaws  relating  to  new  streets  and  buildings,  slaughter-houses, 
“  lodging-houses,  and  nuisances.  The  duties  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor  are  performed  by  the 
“  same  ollieial." 


Siat/siics. 

The  natural  increase  during  the  \ear  was  6  'I'he  pojmlalion,  at  the  middle  of  1902,  was 
estimated  at  6.320. 


I’eiio  '. 

Deatb-rates  per  1000  population  from 

Infant 
Death- 
rate  per 
1000 
Births. 

Birth¬ 

rate. 

All 

Causes. 

Seven 

Chief 

Zymotic 

Diseases. 

Epidemic 

Influenza. 

Phthisis. 

Other 

Tubercular 

Diseases. 

•15 

Dronchitis 

and 

Pneumonia. 

Heart 

Insease. 

Cancer. 

1902. 

1.5T 

1-5 

15 

•()3 

1-5 

1-4 

1-1 

72-6 

28-3 

1895  to  1901 

17-6 

•• 

•• 

1-25 

27-2 

The  death-rate  was  15.1,  the  lowest  since  1895,  when  the  records  b^in 


I'he  infantile  mortality  shows  a  marked  improvement  and  com[)ares  very  favourably  with  the 
countrv  generally.  There  were  no  deaths  from  infantile  diarrhoea,  and  only  one  in  the  previous 
year. 

The  death-rate  from  phthisis  and  other  tuberculous  diseases  was  very  low.  Dr.  Whitaker 
suggests  that  the  means  for  the  prevention  of  phthisis  might  with  advantage  be  a  subject  dealt  with 
in  the  older  classes  of  the  Elementar}  Schools. 

Cancer  caused  seven  deaths.  It  is  intended  to  make  a  detailed  inquiry  into  its  incidence. 
There  were  ten  deaths  from  the  common  infections  diseases — 6  whooping  cough,  3  diarrhoea  and  i 
measles. 

Injections  Disease. — Seventeen  cases  of  scarlet  fever  and  one  of  erysipelas  were  notified.. 
'I  hree  cases  occurred  at  the  Workhouse  and  were  as.sociated  with  an  outbreak  in  the  previous  year. 
Thirteen  cases  occurred  at  a  private  boarding  school.  Five  cases  occurred  within  a  verv  short  time 
of  one  another  and  the  others  were  secondary.  'I'he  origin  was  obscure. 

Vaccination  was  much  more  efficiently  performed. 

House  Accommodation. — “There  are  a  great  mianv  houses  which  are  of  a  verv  inferior  kind,  but 
in  dealing  with  them  we  are  faced  with  the  difficultv  of  providing  more  suitable  accommodation.” 
I'here  are  too  great  facilities  for  “  ilrinking  ”  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  most  of  the 
inferior  house  [iroperty. 


(i.S 

Drainage  ami  Scavenage. — Some  privies  haveiieeii  replaced  by  water-closets  and  improvements 
made  to  house  drains.  House  refuse,  where  not  mixed  with  privy  contents,  are  scavenged  weekly. 

IJ'aicr  Sii/y/'/y. — Filtration  is  recommended  to  improve  the  water — the  storage  is  somew'hat 
small. 

I- aciortes,  ]]  orkshops,  Slaiighlcr-Jionscs,  etc. — A  register  has  been  provided  but  no  entries  made. 
The  bakehouses  are  small  concerns  but  require  more  inspection.  Slaughter-houses — on  the  whole  satis- 
factorv  ;  lodging-houses  are  unsatislactory,  one  or  two  being  unregistered.  A  fine  was  inflicted  in  one 
case  but  it  is  still  Ireing  used,  although  unfit.  Milkshops  and  farms  require  more  attention.  Visits 
to  the  markets  have  rarely  disclosed  any  cause  for  complaint. 

iViiisaiiecs. — A  better  system  in  suppressing  nuisances  is  adviser!. 

General. — It  remains  to  be  seen  whether  under  a  new  regime  the  multifarious  duties  of  Sanitary 
Inspector  and  Surveyor  can  be  satisfactorily  carried  out  by  one  person. 

No  summarx  r>f  work  has  been  received. 

WELLINGTON  (Rural.) 

iMcdical  Ojjicer  of  Health  ...  W.  T.  Hawthorn,  m.k.c.s. 

Area  in  acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  33>79i 

Popnlation  at  Census  igoi  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ii)773 

Xninbcr  of  inhabited  houses  ,.  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  2,499 

X nnibcr  o f  persons  per  house  .,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4.7 

Statistics. 


Death-rates  per  1000  population  from 


Peiiod. 

. 

All 

Causes 

Seven 

Chief 

Zymotic 

Diseases 

Epidemic 

Influenza. 

Phthisis. 

Other 

I'ubercnlar 

Diseases. 

Bronchitis 

and 

Pneumonia. 

Heart 

Diseases. 

Cancer. 

Death- 
rate  per 
1000 
Births. 

Birth 

rate. 

1902. 

. 

12-1 

1-5 

■42 

•17 

0 

1-8 

1'9 

•0 

86-4 

29-4 

1894-1901. 

16-1 

1 

1 

t»S*5 

40-4 

The  natural  increase  of  the  itopulation  during  the  \ear  was  204. 


The  zxmotic  death-rate  was  due  to  5  deaths  from  measles,  i  from  diphtheria  and  ii  from 
diarrheea. 

Infections  Diseases. — Seventeen  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  8  of  diphtheria,  i  of  relapsing  fever  and 
300  of  measles  were  notified.  Ryton,  Hadley  and  Fdlenline  schools  were  closed  on  account  of 
measles. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. — Dr.  Hawtlun  ii  sa\s  that  the  w  ant  of  a  itroper  scheme  of  sewage 
disposal  and  water  suppb  for  Hadley  may  become  a  source  ol  danger  ;  also  that  the  effluent  trom 
the  Wellington  Urban  sewage  works  is  still  very  far  from  satisfactory. 

Water  Snpplx. — Supplies  to  Hadley,  Ketlex  and  Lawley  Bank  are  part  of  a  combined  scheme 
now  being  considered.  The  water  s\ii)ply  at  Rodington,  although  slightly  imi)roved,  is  still  very 
unsatisfactory. 

Hospital  Accoinniodation. — Improvements  to  the  Wrockwardine  W’ood  Flospital  are  contemplated. 


()9 

WEM  (Urban). 

Mcfhca!  Officer  of  Health  ...  E.  T.  Whitaker,  m.b.,  b.sc.,  d.p.h. 

.■Irit/  in  acres  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  •••  •••  45° 

Papal  at  ion  at  Census  igoi  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  2,149 

X amber  of  inhabited  hoases  ...  •■.  ■.•  453 

X amber  of  persons  per  hoase  ..  ..  ..  ...  4-7 

Siai/slies. 


Death-rates  per  1000  population  from 

Infant 
Death- 
rate  per 
1000 
Births. 

rerio(^. 

All 

C.'uises. 

Seven 

Chief 

Zymotic 

Diseases. 

Epidemic 

Influenza. 

Phthisis. 

Other 

Tuberculai 

Diseases. 

Bronchitis 

and 

Pneumonia. 

Heart 

Diseases. 

Cancer. 

Birth¬ 

rate. 

11102 

12*4 

•0 

•0 

■02 

•0 

2  3 

1-4(5 

2-3 

103 

20-7 

moo  Lt-  1001. 

10-8 

94 

26-9 

'I'he  population  is  estimated,  for  1902,  at  2,170.  The  natural  increase  of  the  population  during 
the  year  was  30. 

'I'hey  were  no  deaths  due  to  infectious  diseases.  Cancer  caused  live  deaths  ;  accurate  observa¬ 
tion  on  the  deaths  from  cancer  is  recommended.  The  infantile  mortality,  though  not  high,  indicates 
that  children  are  dying  from  improper  feeding  and  want  of  care. 

Infcetioas  Diseases. — ^The  town  has  again  been  very  free.  Two  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  one  of 
<liphtheria,  one  of  membranous  croup  and  one  of  hphoid  fever  were  notified,  but  in  none  of  the 
cases  was  there  any  spread.  Reference  is  made  to  the  last  annual  report  with  regard  to  the 
questions  of  hospitals  and  disinfection. 

Hoase  Accommodation,  on  the  w'hole,  very  good,  although  in  a  number  of  houses  various  repairs 
and  improvements  are  required.  Building  Ine-laws  have  been  adopted  during  the  vear. 

Drainage  and  Scavenage. — Some  of  the  sewers  are  old  and  apt  to  get  filled  up.  “  The  outfall 
is  distinctly  unsatisfactory.  Beyond  a  little  preliminary  precipitation  and  coarse  straining  there  is  no 
real  treatment  of  the  .sewage,  which  is  discharged  into  the  brook  in  defiance  of  the  provisions  of  the 
Rivers  Pollution  Act.  It  appears  to  be  time  that  this  question  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal 
should  be  put  on  a  better  footing.”  Improvements  have  been  made  in  house  drainage.  The  more 
rapid  conversion  of  ])rivies  to  water-closets  is  recommended  ;  also  a  gradual  reduction  of  the 
numljer  of  pan  closets. 

I'he  need  of  a  belter  system  for  the  removal  of  house  refuse  mentioned  in  the  1901  report  is 
again  referred  to. 

IVaicr  Sapply. — The  daily  consumption  jjer  head  for  all  purposes  was  15.8  gallons;  brr 
inirely  domestic  purposes  12.1  gallons. 

Factories  and  ]Vorkshnps. — There  are  45  workshops  on  the  register,  found  on  the  whole  to  be 
fairly  satisfailory.  One  or  two  of  the  slaughter-houses  are  not  really  fit  for  the  purpose.  Bye-laws 
are  in  force  and  the  Conncil  should  require  strict  observance  of  them.  There  is  one  common 
lodging-house — quite  unsuited  for  the  purpose. 

Xaisances. — Bye-laws  have  been  arlopted  during  the  \ear  which  will  facilitate  the  removal  of 
nuisances. 
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WEM  (Bural). 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  ...  John  Dallewy,  l.r.c.p., 

Area  ni  acres 

Population  at  Census  igoi  ... 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  , , 

Number  of  persons  per  house  .. 


M.R.C.S. 

52,001 
.  .  8,266 

1,840 
4-5 


General  Character  of  the  District. 

“  Tlie  district  is  an  agricultural  one.  The  following  are  its  chief  physical  features  and  general 
“characters: — Wem  Kural— Soil,  various;  sub-soil,  clay,  sand,  and  gravel.  Broughton— Soil  is  mostly 
“heavy;  sub-soil,  stone  and  rock.  Clive— Soil  is  mostly  sandy  loam;  sub-soil,  marl  or  red  sandstone. 
“  Grinshill — Soil,  various  ;  sub-soil,  stone,  of  which  there  are  large  quarries.  Lee  Brockhurst — ^Soil,  mixed  ; 
“  sub-soil,  gravel  and  clay.  Loppington — Soil  is  loam,  with  a  gravel  sub-soil.  Moreton  Corbet — Soil  chiefly 
“  sandy  loam  ;  sub-soil,  sand  and  marl.  Frees — Soil  composed  of  oluish  clays  and  shales,  with  some  thin 
“beds  of  limestone.  Beneath  the  lime  is  red  marl  and  sanJstone  which  form  all  the  surrounding  country. 
“  Shawbury — soil,  mixed;  sub-soil,  sand  and  marl.  Stanton-on-Hine-Heath  — Soil,  sandy  loam;  sub-soil 
“sandstone  and  marl.  Wixhill  and  Weston — Soil,  sandy  loam;  sub-soil,  I'ed  sandstone.  Whisall  — Soil, 
“  mixed  ;  sub-soil,  sand  and  claj'.” 


Statistics. 

The  natural  increase  of  the  population  during  the  year  was  94. 


Period. 

Death-rates  per  1000  population  from 

Infant 
Death- 
rate  per 
1000 
Births. 

Birth¬ 

rate. 

All 

Causes. 

Seven 

Chief 

Zymotic 

Diseases. 

Epidemic 

Intiuenza. 

Phthisis. 

Other 

Tubercular 

Diseases. 

Bronchitis 

and 

Pneumonia. 

Heart 

Diseases. 

Cancer. 

1902. 

12-1 

•12 

■48 

1-2 

•24 

•98 

•48 

1-08 

01-8 

1 

1892-1901. 

14 

•• 

89 

The  zymotic  death-rate  was  due  to  i  death  from  diarrheea. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Of  the  29  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified,  25  were  cases  of  scarlet 
fever.  In  one  instance  there  were  7  cases  in  one  house,  and  in  two  others  5  cases. 

Hospital  Accommodation  for  Small-pox. — A  Joint  Committee  of  the  Urban  ,ind  Rural  Di.stricts 
was  formed  and  a  tent  was  hired  from  Messrs.  Edgington  for  twelve  months. 

House  Accommodation. — On  the  whole  satisfactory,  and  shows  a  tendency  towards  improvement 

Water  Supply. — Mostly  from  wells — on  the  whole  satisfactory.  No  new  house  is  certified  as  fit 
for  habitation  until  a  good  water  supply  has  been  provided. 

There  are  no  lodging-houses. 

Slaughter-houses  have  been  inspected  and  found  satisfactory. 

Workshops  and  Work-places. — There  are  37  on  the  register.  They  have  been  inspected  and 
found  free  from  nuisance. 

Bakehouses. — Twelve  on  the  register. 

No  list  of  outworkers  has  been  receiveil. 
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WENLOCK. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 

Maurice  Gepp,  d.p.h. 

Area  in  acres 

22,657 

Popnlaiion  at  Census  igoi  ... 

.. . 

15,866 

X lanhcr  of  inhabited  houses  ,, 

3.568 

X umber  oj  persons  per  house  , , 

4-4 

Fliysnal  Fcaiarcs  and  General  Character  of  the  D'slrict. 

••  Tlie  District  comprises  2‘2,(357  acres,  being  the  largest  Dorough  in  area  in  the  Country.  This  area  is  of 
“  very  irregular  outline,  hut  is,  roughly,  some  ten  miles  long  in  greatest  lengih,  from  North  to  South-West, 
ami  has  a  mean  breadth  of  some  four  miles,  being  narrowest  where  the  Severn,  traversing  the  District  from 
“  West  to  East,  makes  a  natural  division,  the  part  lying  to  the  Seulb  of  the  rivir  having  three  or  four  times 
“  the  area  of  the  northern  part,  though  w’ith  less  thau  half  the  population. 

The  District  is  for  the  most  part  a  tableland  lying  at  an  elevation  of  from  -100  to  GOO  feet  o.d.  or  more ; 
'•  the  Severn  forming  a  deej)  cutting  through  this  elevated  land,  its  banks  rising  very  steeply  on  either  side 
"  from  about  1.50  feet  at  tbe  water  level  to  the  general  height  of  about  500  feet.  The  Central  and  Eastern  part, 
“  nearly  half  the  area,  lies  upon  the  coal  measures.  To  the  West  the  formation  is  the  Wenlock  and  Ludlow 
■'  beds  of  Silurian  age,  forming  a  considerable  part  of  the  Southern  Division,  and  extending  also  to  a  limited 
“  extent  across  the  river  into  the  Northern  division.  Much  of  this  ground  lies  in  ridges  with  intervening 
"  valleys  at  a  height  of  from  GOO  to  800  feet  o.d.  At  the  Southern  extremity  the  Old  Ked  Sandstone  occurs. 

The  natural  drainage  is  to  the  Severn,  by  small  streams  falling  as  a  rule  steeply  into  the  river  within  the 
“  District,  but  the  Southern  part  of  the  Southern  area  drains  to  the  South  by  small  streams  which  meet 
“  the  Severn  some  distance  outside  the  district. 

The  District  is  in  large  part  industrial,  the  chief  industries  being  coal  and  iron  mining,  iron 
“manufactures,  and  brick  and  tile  woiks.  There  is  also  a  large  china  factory.  These  industries  are 
“  confined  to  the  Northern  area  together  with  a  small  part  of  the  Southern  area  near  the  river.  The  greater 
“  part  of  the  Southern  area  is  entirely  rural  and  agricultural,  and  thinly  populated.  For  purposes  of  local 
administration  the  Borough  is  divided  into  four  wards,  each  having  a  separate  Sanitary  Committee  acting 
as  the  Sanitary  Authority.  These  wards,  with  their  area  population  and  general  character,  are  as 
“  follows 


Ward. 

.Area  in 
Acres. 

Population 

11)02 

Situation. 

General  Chnracter. 

Death- 
rate  per 
1000, 
1x02. 

Madeley 

80-2  ■) 

8415 

Nortb  of  Severn 

Urban  and  Industrial,  Coal  and  Iron 

lG-8 

Broseley 

•200H 

31)80 

South  of  Severn 

Urban  and  Industiial,  Brick  and  Tile 

‘_'1-1 

Much  Wenlock 

11787 

2280 

South  of  Sevei  n 

Agiicultural 

ID'S 

Barrow 

811  0 

1805 

Both  sides  of  Severn  . 

Agricultural 

17-G 

“  The  populations  here  given  are  those  estimated  and  corrected  by  the  proportional  distribution  of  the 
“  poi)ulation  of  the  Madeley  Workhouse  and  by  addition  of  a  proportion  of  the  inmates  of  the  County  Asylum, 
"  the  deaths  in  these  institutions  being  also  distributed  in  the  several  wards.  Not  much  signiGcance  should 
“  be  attached  to  the  death-rate  for  a  single  year.  The  figures  will,  however,  become  of  value  for  comparison 
“  as  years  go  by." 


Statistics. 


The  population  is  estimated,  for  the  middle  of  1902,  at  15,874,  and  after  correction  for  public 
institutions,  at  15,880.  The  natural  increase  during  the  year  was  169. 


Death-rate  per  1000  population  from 

Period. 

All 

Causes. 

Seven 

Chief 

Zymotic 

Diseases. 

Epidemic 

Influenza. 

Phthisi.s. 

Other 

Tubeiculav 

Diseases. 

Bronchitis 

and 

Pneumonia. 

Heart 

Diseases. 

Cancer. 

Infant 
Death- 
rate  per 
1000 
Biiths. 

Birth¬ 

rate. 

1902 

18-3 

1-13 

■81 

•12 

3-4 

•2-5 

1-07 

Ill 

28.2 

1897  to  1901. 

17-7 

•• 

111 

2.S  1 

The  zymotic  death-rate  was  due  to  8  deaths  from  whooping  cough,  2  from  scarlet  fever,  3 
from  diphtheria,  2  from  enteric  fever,  3  from  diarrhoea. 


Infectious  Diseases. — Scarlet  Fever. — There  was  a  small  epidemic  of  18  cases  in  Jacklield  in 
October  and  November,  necessitating  the  closure  of  the  school.  There  were  10  cases  in  Broselev 
in  January  and  February,  the  termination  of  a  previous  epidemic,  and  23  scattered  cases  in  Madeley 
Ward. 

Diphtheria. — small  but  fatal  outbreak  was  the  subject  of  a  special  report  in  Ma\.  It  was 
associated  with  several  cases  of  sore  throat  at  the  school,  which  was  closed. 

Enteric  Fever. — There  were  six  obscure  cases,  unconnected  with  one  another,  with  two  deaths. 

Hospital  Accommodation. — The  Much  Wenlock  Ward  has  an  isolated  cottage. 

Disinfection. — There  is  no  disinfecting  station.  Sulphur  for  fumigating  and  disinfectants  for 
cleansing  are  supplied.  Dr.  Gepp  strongly  recommends  that  the  disinfection  should  be  carried  out 
under  the  supervision  of  a  responsible  officer  and  that  a  spraying  apparatus  be  provided. 

Schools  were  closed  on  two  occasions  on  account  of  scarlet  fever,  five  times  for  measles,  twice 
for  whooping  cough  and  once  for  diphtheria. 

House  Accommodation. — On  the  whole  adequate  in  amount.  From  the  Census  Returns  it  appears 
that  the  proportion  of  small  houses  is  high  compared  with  other  Urban  Districts  of  the  Count). 
Figures  are  quoted  showing  that  overcrowding  exists  and  it  remains  to  be  seen  whether  it  is 
unavoidable  or  not.  The  great  majority  of  the  small  houses  are  old  and  many  are  more  or  less 
unsatisfactory.  It  is  recommended  that  systematic  inspection  should  be  followed  by  statutory  pro¬ 
ceedings  where  necessary.  Space  about  houses  is  usually  sufficient,  except  in  the  lower  parts  of 
Ironbridge.  As  regards  cleanliness  of  surroundings  a  good  deal  remains  to  be  done,  although  much 
good  work  is  being  done  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Seuwrage  and  Drainage. — House  drains  are  often  untrapped,  unventilated,  old  and  probably 
unsound.  Their  improvement  should  be  pushed  forward.  The  sewers  in  the  various  towns  appear 
to  be  mostly  culverted  water  courses.  With  the  completion  of  the  water  scheme  attention  can  better 
be  given  to  improving  the  sewerage  systems,  and  with  abundant  water  such  schemes  are  more 
necessary.  “  The  outfall  of  most  of  the  main  sewers  is  either  directly  into  the  Severn,  or  into 
streams  which  fall  into  the  Severn  within  the  District.”  Reference  is  made  to  previous  reports 
for  a  description  of  the  systems  of  sewerage.  A  new  sewer  almost  half  a  mile  in  length  has  been 
laid  at  Much  Wenlock ;  a  sewer  has  been  laid  to  prevent  sewage  gaining  access  to  the  Coalport 
f'anal  ;  and  some  short  lengths  of  piped  sewer  have  been  laid  at  Rrosele). 


Excrement  Disposal. — Mostly  by  outside  privies  with  underground  vaults,  often  offensive  fron* 
defective  construction  and  neglect  of  scavenging.  Except  in  Madeley  the  scavenging  is  done  by 
the  occupiers.  There  aie  a  number  of  objectional)le  drained  privies  in  different  parts  of  the 
district  ■,  some  in  Broseley  were  converted  to  water-closets  during  the  year. 

JVater  Supply. — The  Madeley  and  Broseley  Joint  Scheme  was  completed  for  public  use  on 
October  28th.  The  supply  is  from  the  Harrington  Well.  The  well,  which  is  in  the  Bunter  Beds, 
is  9  feet  in  diameter,  141  feet  deep,  connected  by  a  heading  28  feet  in  length  to  a  borehole  carried 
to  a  depth  of  420  feet.  The  yield  was  proved  to  be  600,000  gallons  in  24  hours.  The  gas  engines 
and  pumps  are  in  duplicate  and  each  can  deliver  to  the  Madeley  reservoir  250,000  gallons  in  12 
hours.  The  Madeley  reservoir  (466,000  gallons)  supplies  Madeley,  Ironbridge  and  Coalbrookdale. 
The  reservoir  for  Broseley  is  at  Posenhall  and  holds  160,000  gallons.  The  reservoirs  are  arched 
over,  covered  with  soil  and  fenced  around.  The  length  of  mains  is  22  m.iles,  and  the  total  cost, 
including  the  supply  of  the  town  of  Shifnal,  the  village  of  Kemberton  and  the  Apley  Estate,  is 
^^36,000.  The  water  is  pure  and  of  moderate  hardness.  Much  Wenlock  is  supplied  by  a  pumping 
scheme  from  a  deep  well  in  the  Tannery  Field.  The  water  is  from  the  shale  measures  of  the 
Wenlock  limestone.  The  village  of  Bourton  is  now  supplied  with  water  from  a  spring ;  the  water 
being  forced  to  a  reservoir  by  a  ram  and  distributed  by  gravitation. 

There  are  no  bye-laws  for  slaughter-houses,  nor  regulations  for  cowsheds  and 
dairies,  nor  is  any  register  kept. 

Factory  and  W orkshops  Act,  iQOi. — There  are  97  workshops  on  the  register,  and  on  inspection 
these  were  found  to  be  generally  in  a  satisfactory  condition.  No  lists  of  outworkers  have  been 
received.  Inspection  of  the  bakehouses  has  already  produced  a  decided  improvement.  There  are 
three  underground  bakehouses.  None  of  these  have  yet  been  certified  under  Sec.  loi. 


WHITCHURCH  (Urban). 


Medical  Opficcr  of  Health  ...  M.  Gepp,  l.r.c.p.e..  d.p.ii. 

Area  iti  acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,784 

Fopulation  at  Census  igoi  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5,22 r 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ,,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,129 


Number  of  persons  per  house  , ,  . . .  ...  ...  ...  ...  4.6 


General  Character  of  District. 


“  The  District  comprises  4,49(5  acres,  lying  at  an  elevation  of  from  some  270  to  some  350  feet  above 
■'  sea-level,  and  upon  the  eastern  extremity  of  the  Dee  ivatershed.  The  sub-soil  is  the  red  marl  of  the  New  Red 
“  Sandstone.  The  fall  of  the  ground  is  from  south  and  east  to  west  and  north-west,  and  the  natural  drainage 
“  is  by  small  tributary  brooks  of  the  Dee,  leaving  the  District  towards  the  north-west.  The  town  occupies 
“  roughly  the  centre  and  higher  part  of  the  District,  and  is  compact  and  old,  with  extensions  of  more  recent 
‘‘  building  along  some  of  the  main  roads  radiating  from  the  town.  The  surrounding  parts  of  the  District  are 
‘‘  entirely  rural  and  agricultural,  and  extend  to  a  distance  of  between  two  and  three  miles  north-east  and 
‘‘  south-west  of  the  town,  but  to  not  more  than  about  a  mile  to  north-west  and  south-east.  The  town  is  a 
“  market  and  residential  town,  and  the  laud  around  is  extensively  used  for  grazing  and  dairy-farming.” 
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Siaiisiics. 

The  population  is  estimated,  for  the  middle  of  1902,  at  5,244,  and  after  correction  for  public 
institutions,  at  5,190.  'The  natural  increase  during  the  year  was  80. 


Death-rate  per  1000  population  from 

Period. 

All 

Causes. 

Seven 

Chief 

Zymotic 

Diseases. 

Epidemic 

Influenza. 

Phthisis 

Other 

Tubercular 

Diseases. 

Bronchitis 

and 

Pneumonia. 

Heart 

Diseases. 

Cancer. 

Infant 
Death- 
rate  per 
1000 
Births. 

Birth¬ 

rate. 

1902. 

13-3 

•57 

•38 

•0 

•19 

1-7 

3-4 

5-7 

67-1 

28-7 

1897  to  1901. 

15-9 

109 

25.8 

The  zymotic  death-rate  was  due  to  two  dearhs  from  scarlet  fever  and  one  from  diarrhoea. 
There  were  no  deaths  from  phthisis. 

Infectious  Disease. — Sixty-one  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  two  of  diphtheria  and  one  of  enteric  fever 
were  notified. 

Scarlet  Fever. — The  outbreak  commenced  in  May,  and  being  associated  at  this  time  with 
school  attendance,  the  elementary  schools  were  closed  until  the  end  of  June.  There  were  six  cases 
in  July,  six  in  November,  five  being  in  connection  with  a  private  school,  and  six  in  December,  three 
being  connected  with  another  private  school.  The  case  of  typhoid  fever  was  of  obscure  origin. 

Hospital  Isolation. — As  regards  small-pox  the  Council  expressed  its  approval  of  a  County- 
scheme.  For  other  diseases  some  provision  is  desirable.  One  case  had  to  be  removed  from  the 
cottage  hospital  to  a  fever  hospital  at  a  distance  and  another  case  removed  from  a  private  school 
gave  scarlet  fever  to  the  household  to  which  the  case  was  taken.  Joint  action,  or  preferably  action 
by  the  County  Council,  is  recommended. 

Disinfection. — The  jiurchase  of  a  spraying  apparatus  is  recommended. 

Infectious  Disease  Prevention  Act,  1890,  is  in  force  with  the  exception  of  Secs.  5,  6,  15  and 

17- 

House  Accommodation. — No  house  has  come  under  notice  for  closure  during  the  year.  There 
are  a  ;  ood  manv  houses  of  faulty  construction,  very  small,  damp  and  out  of  repair.  The  space 
around  is,  as  a  rule,  adequate.  There  is  still  much  to  be  done  in  remedying  conditions  of 
defective  drainage,  privies  and  ashpits.  A  house-to-house  inspection  has  been  begun  and  will 
probably  be  of  great  benefit. 

Supervision  over  Erection  of  New  Houses  is  exercised  under  the  bye-laws.  Thirty  plans  were 
approved. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. — The  town  in  well  sewered  and,  as  a  rule,  the  houses  are  well  drained. 
It  is  doubtful  what  amount  of  disconnection  of  house  drains  there  is  as  intercepting  traps  are 
frequently  covered  up.  The  disposal  of  the  sewage  is  satisfactory,  by  means  of  irrigation  and 
settling  tanks. 
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Regulations  under  Sec.  21  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  have  been  adopted.  An 
apparatus  for  testing  new  drains  is  recommended  as'  indispensable. 

Kxcrement  Disposal. — Most  new  cottages  have  water-closets,  anrl  numerous  conversions  of  old 
privies  to  water-closets  have  been  made  in  recent  years.  The  conversion  of  those  which  are  a 
nuisance  is  recommended. 

Removal  and  Disposal  of  House  Refuse. — The  Council  has  arranged  by  contract  for  this  work 
to  be  done  at  the  cost  of  the  householder. 

Water  Supply. — Good  public  supply  laid  on  to  the  houses  from  wells  sunk  into  the  drift  at 
Fenns  Bank,  3  miles  to  the  south-west  of  the  town.  It  is  softened  and  delivered  with  6° — 7°  of 
hardness.  This  supply  has  been  increased  by  sinking  a  new  well,  half  a  mile  away,  in  a  different 
catchment  area.  The  well  is  sunk  and  bored  60  feet  into  beds  of  sand  underlying  21  feet  of  clay. 
Instructions  have  been  given  for  additional  storage  to  be  provided. 

Slaughter-houses,  Common  Lodging-houses,  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  are  inspected 
regularly. 

Slaughter-houses. — There  are  seven — fairly  satisfactory. 

The  dairies,  cowsheds  and  milkshops  are  kejit  in  a  fairly  satisfactory  condition. 

Common  lodging-houses. — Three  in  number — are  kept  clean  and  in  fair  repair. 

Public  Health  .Acts  Amendment  Act,  Part  III.,  was  adopted  during  the  year. 

Assistance  for  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  whose  work  is  increased  by  the  Factory  and  Worksln  'ps 
Act,  is  recommended. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — 74  factories  and  workshops  on  the  register.  They  were  found  satis¬ 
factory  with  the  exception  of  the  want  of  whitewashing  in  one  or  two  instances.  There  are  ii 
bakehouses,  none  underground,  and  with  no  serious  defects. 


WHITCHURCH  (Rural). 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  ...  M.  Gepp,  l.r.c.p.e.,  d.p.h. 


it  acres 

■■  it  Census  igoi  ... 

'cd  houses  ,, 

:  per  house  ,, 


11,701 

1,924 

424 

4-5 


's  of  agriculturel  land  lyinR  on  the  northern  border  of  the  County, 
'opt,  the  contour  being  slightly  undulating.  The  subsoil  is  the  red 
'•'ntion  of  a  small  area  in  the  South-Eastern  part,  where  an 
■•'oge  is  by  small  streams  to  North  and  South,  the 
■ssing  the  District.  The  District  is  entirely 
nf  Tilstock,  Ash,  and  Ightfield  comprising 
•'ing  and  dairy  farming.” 
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Statistics. 


The  natural  increase  of  the  population  was  37.  The  population  in  the  middle  of  1902  is 
estimated  at  1917,  and  after  correction  for  institutions  at  1935. 


Death-rate  per  1000  population  from 


Period. 

■ 

All 

Causes. 

Seven 

Chief 

Zymotic 

Diseases. 

Epidemic 

Influenza. 

Phthisis. 

Other 

Tubercular 

Diseases. 

Bronchitis 

and 

Pneumonia. 

Heart 

Diseases. 

Cancer. 

Infant 
Death- 
rate  per 
1000 
Births. 

Birth 

rate. 

1902. 

8-8 

00 

0-0 

•51 

•51 

2-0 

10 

0-0 

55 

27-9 

1897  to  1901. 

140 

•• 

•• 

94 

26-2 

The  general  death-rate  was  the  lowest  recorded  during  the  last  five  years.  There  were  no 
deaths  from  the  common  infectious  diseases. 

Infectious  Diseases. — 12  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  3  of  diphtheria  and  i  of  erysipelas  were  notified. 
Ten  out  of  the  twelve  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  connected  with  .school  attendance.  Verbal  and 
printed  instructions  are  given  in  each  case  with  regard  to  isolation,  disinfection,  etc. 

Hospital  Isolation. — A  small  hospital  for  the  Urban  and  Rural  authorities  is  recommended. 

Disinfection. — An  efficient  spraying  apparatus  has  been  bought  on  the  recommendation  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

House  Accommodation. — Generally  adequate  in  amount.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  not 
aware  of  any  occupied  house  unfit  for  habitation,  although  some  are  too  small  for  the  families  in 
them  and  exhibit  some  structural  defects.  Figures  are  quoted  from  the  Shropshire  Census  Returns 
Comparing  this  district  with  the  County.  Repeated  systematic  house-to-house  inspection,  followed  by 
statutory  proceedings,  is  recommended  as  the  proper  course  to  effect  improvement. 


Sewerage  and  Drainage. — There  are  few,  if  any  public  sewers  in  the  district.  As  rule  the 
houses  are  drained  without  an\  offensive  accumulation. 

Disposal  of  Excrement. — Privies  with  underground  vaults,  emptied  by  the  occ  ’s  the 

system  in  vogue.  They  should  be  kept  in  good  repair  and  the  rain  excluded 

Water  Supply  by  shallow  wells.  Many  are  badly  constructed  and  bad'  illage 

or  Tilstock  and  the  hamlet  of  Broughall  have  been  provided  by  a  new  .  Ur. 

Gepp  again  recommends  that  Ash  Magna  Jbe  supplied  in  a  similar  wa'- 


Bye-laws  are  in  force  relating  to  cleansing  of  footways,  ■ 
,nuisances  and  new  streets  and  buildings. 

F  Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — These  are  looked  aft«- 
model  regulations. 


Factories  and  JVorkshops. — 


